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	Comments


ERCOT submits these comments to reflect discussions at the Outage Scheduler Enhancement Workshop: Follow-up meeting on 11/17/14. 

After additional review and effort at the 11/17/14 workshop, participants were in agreement to reduce the scope of the enhancements to the Outage Scheduler identified in SCR782, Outage Scheduler Enhancements – Group 1, TSP Notification, SCR783, Outage Scheduler Enhancements – Group 2, Usability and Filtering Enhancements, and SCR784, Outage Scheduler Enhancements – Group 3, Group Outage and Usability Enhancements.  This results in the following actions:

(1)
Agreed to remove requirements OE.01, OE.02, OE.03, OE.04, OU.05, OS.11, FQ.03, FQ.04, OS.08, OS.19 and OS.20
(2)
Withdraw SCR782 – User functionality is currently available and no requirements remain.
(3) 
Merge the remaining requirements of SCR783 and SCR784 into SCR783.

(4)
Withdraw SCR784.
Alternatives have been fully vetted by the ERCOT workshop process, which has resulted in the expected withdrawal of SCRs 782 and 784.  As a result of these developments, implementation costs should be significantly reduced when compared to the original SCRs.  If PRS recommends approval of these comments, ERCOT will prepare a revised Impact Analysis that will reflect the proposed modifications.
Please note that issue numbers and descriptions may have changed from the original SCR submissions due to the merging of the remaining requirements.  
	Revised Cover Page Language


	SCR Number
	783
	SCR Title
	Outage Scheduler Enhancements – Groups

 2 and 3, Group Outage, Usability and Filtering Enhancements

	Supporting Protocol or Guide Section(s)
	Protocol Section 3.1.4.5, Notice of Forced Outage or Unavoidable Extension of Planned or Maintenance Outage Due to Unforeseen Events
3.1.5.1, ERCOT Evaluation of Planned Outage and Maintenance Outage of Transmission Facilities, for TSPs 

3.1.6.6, Timelines for Response by ERCOT for Resource Outages, for QSEs
Nodal Operating Guide Section 3.2.3, Regulatory Required Incident and Disturbance Reports

	System Change Description
	This System Change Request (SCR) will provide group Outage, usability and filtering enhancements in the Outage Scheduler.

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).

[image: image3.wmf]

X

  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  This SCR addresses the items discussed during a series of  Outage Scheduler Enhancement Workshops.


	Business Case

	Qualitative Benefits
	The revised SCR783 restores needed functionality that existed in the Zonal Outage Scheduler and adds functionality that Market Participants expected and needed in the Nodal Outage Scheduler.  In tandem with the implementation of NPRR219, Resolution of Alignment Items A33, A92, A106, and A150 - TSPs Must Submit Outages for Resource Owned Equipment and Clarification of Changes in Status of Transmission Element Postings, the visibility and tracing of outages for all Market Participants will enable Market Participants and ERCOT to use Outage Scheduler information in Real-Time operations and in audits conducted pursuant to the Nodal Protocols and Guides and the NERC Reliability Standards.

	Quantitative Benefits
	Not quantified.

	Impact to Market Segments
	Transmission Service Providers (TSPs), Resource Entities, Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) and Independent Power Marketers (IPMs) will all have access to, and use, the functionality enabled by SCR783.

	Other
	Additional Business Case information has been provided below with each issue.


	Revised Business Case for Proposed System Change


The following are the proposed modifications to SCR783:

Issue 1 (Tracking ID OS.06):  

Allow entry of the New Planned End Date up to two hours past the current Planned End Date.

Resolution:

Allow submitters to change the Planned End Date up to two hours past Planned End.

Business Case:

Submitters will have more flexibility in extending Outages and will not be forced to enter a new Outage type if the Planned End time has passed.
Issue 2 (Tracking ID OS.04):  

Create a view which displays group and related elements as a single line entry.
Resolution:

Allow Market Participants to show more groups on a Summary page.

Business Case:

Group Outages are a useful feature of the Outage Scheduler.  Ensures that the viewer of the grouped Outage has the ability to see and evaluate based on the entire grouped Outage when making decisions.  Also, this change will allow more groups to be viewed in less screen space.
Issue 3 (Tracking ID OS.07):  

Nature of work, High Sustained Limit (HSL)/Low Sustained Limit (LSL), restoration time, requestor phone, and notes, for a group Outage addition and removal of equipment fields should be editable at any point for received at ERCOT Outages.
Resolution:

Allow group Outages in Received status to be changed.
Business Case:

Outage submitters should be able to change the information associated with an Outage.  This change will allow more up to date information to be entered without starting a new Outage.  The change will apply only to Outages with a Received status.
Issue 4 (Tracking ID OU.02):  

Outage Scheduler should have a full audit trail of all actions for an Outage (an Outage history).
Resolution:

Allow audit trail to be viewed by Market Participants.

Business Case:

Outage submitters need to be able to track the life span of an Outage.  This change enables the audit trail for the full life cycle of the Outage to be available to Outage submitters.
Issue 5 (Tracking ID OS.03):  

Allow addition of elements to a grouped Outage in Received status only.
Resolution:

Allow elements to be inserted in Group Outages (Received status only).
Business Case:

This change will allow Outage submitters to add elements to Groups that are in Received status at ERCOT, increasing the usability of the Outage Scheduler for submitters.  The change will apply only to Outages with a Received status.
Issue 6 (Tracking ID OS.05):  

Derate Outages should be allowed to overlap considering the total value across all overlapping Derates.

Resolution:

Allow Derate overlapping for Resources.

Business Case:

Units often need to Derate their capability.  Simultaneous Derates of different amounts and durations do occur for the same unit.  This change will allow these to be represented independently in the Outage Scheduler as separate Derate Outages.
Issue 7 (Tracking ID FQ.01):  

Ability to filter by station without having to drill down.
Resolution:

Enhance the filter functionality allowing station only search criteria.

Business Case:

Outage submitters need to be able to use the station as a filtering criterion without knowing the owner and operator of the station.  Removing the dependency on a hierarchy filter will allow the submitter to find stations without having to know the dependent hierarchy fields currently in the filter.  This will increase the usability and find capability of the Outages in Outage scheduler.
Issue 8 (Tracking ID FQ.02):  

Ability to filter by Nature of Work.
Resolution:

Increase the filter functionality by allowing the Nature of Work to be part of the criteria.

Business Case:

Outage submitters need to be able to use the Nature of Work as a filtering criterion in order to manage their Outages.  This change will provide that capability.
Issue 9 (Tracking ID OS.02):  

The maximum number of pieces of equipment which can be included in a Group Outage is currently set at 30.  For TSPs, long transmission lines may have more than 30 devices in the Network Operations Model which must be entered into the Outage Scheduler.  In these situations, TSPs must enter two or more Group Outages. 
Resolution:

Increase the number of elements allowable in a Grouped Outage to 60

Business Case:

TSPs would like the maximum number of devices which may be submitted in a Group Outage increased from 30 to 60 pieces of equipment.  This increase should handle all current and future transmission system configurations. 

Issue 10 (Tracking ID FQ.05):  

Due to the huge amount of data stored in the Outage Scheduler database the Custom Filter and Application Programmatic Interface (API) cannot currently return all of the requested information when filtering for large amounts of data.

Resolution:

Fix the maximum records returnable on a filter and API (current limit is 7000 records).

Business Case:

The Custom Filter feature and API needs to be fixed to allow the maximum record limit of 7000 to ensure the return of large data requests.
Issue 11 (Tracking ID OU.01):  

For requesting entities communicating with the ERCOT Outage Scheduler via External Web Services, the requestor name being captured in the Outage records is the External Web Services Certificate name and not the name of the actual requestor.  In most cases this is a cryptic name or number which has no meaning.  

Resolution:

Name of person submitting Outage should be displayed, not the username on the API certificate.

Business Case:

Outage records need to capture the actual name of the requestor logged in to the Outage Scheduler and not the External Web Services certificate name.  ERCOT needs the name of the requestor to contact if more information, clarification etc. is needed pertaining to submitted Outages.  
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