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ERCOT Current Test Environment 
Cert environment
This environment was originally created and is currently used for Market Flight Testing to certify market participants in the Texas Retail Market.

Current Capabilities:


Sufficient for validating Low volume TXSET transactions


Sufficient for Low volume functionality testing

Sufficient for connectivity testing

Current Challenges:


Insufficient for MarkeTrak API testing


Insufficient for high volume functionality testing


Insufficient for Market Testing

· Cannot adequately handle high volume TXSET transactions

· Unavailable for ad hoc market testing during market flight schedules (3 months for 3 times a year)

· Sim Date required during Market Flight certification testing may hinder functional  testing results in other retail market testing

· Potential negative impacts to code migrations and infrastructure maintenance 

· Cert Environment is purged of all testing data at the conclusion of  each Market flight and cannot accommodate longer testing scenarios

· Requires multi MPs coordination to accommodate individual company’s Adhoc testing to support a specific Sim date
· Certification environment does not have redundancy 

· ERCOT’s ability to simulate TDSP/CR initiating/response transactions 
Risks
· Inability to bring in a Market Participant quickly
· Skewed market testing results- causing Certified MPs to produce incorrect transactions

