MEMO
PRS Memo to 07/31/14 TAC

Date: 
July 24, 2014
To:
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Representatives

From:
John Varnell, Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) Chair
Subject: Nodal Protocol Revision Requests (NPRRs) 
	Issue: 
Consideration of the following Revision Requests recommended for approval by PRS:

· NPRR593, Clarification of Generic Transmission Limit Posting Requirements
· NPRR604, Modification to Submission Timeline for Changes to Emergency Operations and Weatherization Plans
· NPRR615, PVGR Forecasting
· NPRR624, Generation Resource Operational Designation Transparency
· NPRR626, Reliability Deployment Price Adder (formerly “ORDC Price Reversal Mitigation Enhancements”) - Urgent
· NPRR628, Notification of Financial Impact of Settlement Disputes
· NPRR629, Removal of Black Start Plan Posting Requirement
· NPRR630, As-Built Clarifications to Settlements of ORDC
· NPRR631, Corrections to Definition of Credible Single Contingency - Urgent

	Background/History: 
Unless otherwise noted: (i) all Market Segments were present for each vote and (ii) ERCOT Credit Staff and the Credit Work Group (Credit WG) have reviewed the revision request and do not believe it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability. 
NPRRs Recommended for Approval
· NPRR593, Clarification of Generic Transmission Limit Posting Requirements [ERCOT].

Proposed Effective Date:  September 1, 2014 

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  
Revision Description:  This NPRR creates and defines the term “Generic Transmission Constraint” (GTC) to distinguish between the transmission constraint itself and the value of the transmission constraint’s Generic Transmission Limit (GTL), modifies the definition of GTL to be consistent with this clarification, and clarifies the posting requirements for GTCs and GTLs.  
PRS Decision:  On 6/11/14, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR593 as amended by the 5/22/14 Luminant comments.  On 7/17/14, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 6/11/14 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR593 to TAC.        
· NPRR604, Modification to Submission Timeline for Changes to Emergency Operations and Weatherization Plans [NRG]
Proposed Effective Date:  September 1, 2014
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  
Revision Description:  This NPRR modifies the requirement that Resource Entities submit any changes to their emergency operations or weatherization plans from 30 days to twice per year.  
PRS Decision:  On 6/11/14, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR604 as amended by the 4/9/14 ERCOT comments.  On 7/17/14, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 6/11/14 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR604 to TAC.  
· NPRR615, PVGR Forecasting [ETWG]
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon System Implementation - Priority 2014; Rank 1130 

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  $105k - $145k (system implementation), $50k – $100k (O&M); no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to Market Management Systems (MMS), Settlements and Billing (S&B), Enterprise Information Services (EIS), Energy Management System (EMS), Market Information System (MIS), Common Information Model (CIM), External Web Services (EWS); ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  
Revision Description:  This NPRR establishes a definition for Short-Term PhotoVoltaic Power Forecast (STPPF) and clarifies the use of the resulting forecast within the Protocols.
PRS Decision:  On 6/11/14, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR615 as amended by the 6/6/14 WMS comments and as revised by PRS.  On 7/17/14, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 6/11/14 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR615 to TAC with a recommended priority of 2014 and rank of 1130.  
· NPRR624, Generation Resource Operational Designation Transparency [GATF]
Proposed Effective Date:  September 1, 2014
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  
Revision Description:  This NPRR requires: (a) ERCOT to send a Market Notice regarding Generation Resource operational designation changes, and (b) the posting of a Notification of Suspension of Operations in one additional instance.
PRS Decision:  On 6/11/14, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR624 as amended by the 6/5/14 ERCOT comments.  On 7/17/14, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 6/11/14 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR624 to TAC.        
· NPRR626, Reliability Deployment Price Adder (formerly “ORDC Price Reversal Mitigation Enhancements”) - Urgent [Luminant]
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon System Implementation - Priority 2014; Rank 880 
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  $400k - $600k (system implementation), $125k – $135k (O&M); ongoing impact of one Full-Time Employee (FTE) in the Market Operations group; impacts to MMS, S&B, Energy Management System (EMS), MIS, CIM, EIS, Information Services Master (ISM), Current Day Reports (CDR), Dashboards, ERCOT.com, Commercial Systems Integration (CSI), and Credit Monitoring and Management (CMM); ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  
Revision Description:  This NPRR mitigates the price reversal/suppression associated with the deployment of Load Resources and/or other out-of-market reliability deployments that may inappropriately reduce the total Real-Time price in times of scarcity.
PRS Decision:  On 6/11/14, PRS unanimously voted to grant NPRR626 Urgent status.  PRS then unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR626 as amended by the 6/10/14 ERCOT comments and as revised by PRS.  On 7/17/14, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 6/11/14 PRS Report as amended by the 7/16/14 ERCOT comments and the Impact Analysis for NPRR626 to TAC with a recommended priority of 2014 and rank of 880.
· NPRR628, Notification of Financial Impact of Settlement Disputes [CSWG]

Proposed Effective Date:  September 1, 2014

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  
Revision Description:  This NPRR aligns the Protocols with the current practice for reporting on the financial impact of Settlement disputes and requires ERCOT to provide a report on the MIS containing the status of each dispute submitted.
PRS Decision:  On 6/11/14, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR628 as submitted.  On 7/17/14, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 6/11/14 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR628 to TAC.  
· NPRR629, Removal of Black Start Plan Posting Requirement [ERCOT]

Proposed Effective Date:  September 1, 2014

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  
Revision Description:  This NPRR removes the Black Start plan posting requirement from the Protocols as this requirement is being relocated to the Nodal Operating Guides.
PRS Decision:  On 6/11/14, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR629 as submitted.  On 7/17/14, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 6/11/14 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR629 to TAC.  

· NPRR630, As-Built Clarifications to Settlements of ORDC [ERCOT]

Proposed Effective Date:  September 1, 2014

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  
Revision Description:  This NPRR defines the System-Wide Discount Factor and clarifies the role of this factor in the formulas used in the Settlements of the Operating Reserve Demand Curve (ORDC).  This NPRR also corrects an error in the formula for calculating the Real-Time Ancillary Service Imbalance Amount in Section 6.7.4, Real-Time Ancillary Service Imbalance Payment or Charge.  
PRS Decision:  On 6/11/14, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR630 as submitted.  On 7/17/14, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 6/11/14 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR630 to TAC.  

· NPRR631, Corrections to Definition of Credible Single Contingency - Urgent [ERCOT]

Proposed Effective Date:  Upon ERCOT Board Approval.
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  
Revision Description:  This NPRR seeks to restore proposed changes to NPRR540 that were represented in the 9/9/13 Constraint Management Plan Revision Request Workshop comments and endorsed by ROS as noted in the 9/16/13 ROS comments, but not included in the version recommended for approval by PRS in the 10/17/13 PRS Report, which was subsequently approved.  The language being addressed is the definition of Credible Single Contingency, item (4).  This item requires ERCOT to consider “G-1 + N-1” contingent events in Real-Time as well as other operational assessments, including Outage coordination.  In practice, ERCOT does not consider such events in Real-Time operations.  Rather, these contingent events have only been considered applicable in the Planning Horizon.  
PRS Decision:  On 7/17/14, PRS unanimously voted to grant NPRR631 Urgent status.  PRS then unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR631 as submitted with a proposed effective date of Upon ERCOT Board Approval.

Revision Requests Rejected
· NPRR627, Augmented ORDC to Include Reliability Factor Methodology [GDF]

Proposed Effective Date:  Not applicable.

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Not applicable.  
Revision Description:  This NPRR would have introduced a reliability factor to augment the ORDC to place a higher value on Real-Time operating reserves during defined periods of increased system risk to adequately price the increased risk; and provided the process for modifying the methodology used to determine the reliability factor.

PRS Decision:  On 7/17/14, PRS voted via roll call vote to reject NPRR627.  There was one opposing vote from the Independent Generator Market Segment and three abstentions from the Independent Generator and Investor Owned Utility (IOU) (2) Market Segments.
Revision Requests Withdrawn 

· NPRR623, Measurement and Evaluation of ERS [Good Company Associates]
Status of Pending Revision Requests (For Information Purposes Only):

Revision Requests Scheduled for Impact Analysis Review and Priority Assignment (if applicable) at the August 14, 2014 PRS Meeting   
· NPRR560, Caps and Floors for Energy Storage Resources [ETWG]

· NPRR611, Modifications to CDR Wind Capacity Value [ERCOT]

· NPRR632, Eliminate Manual Calculations When Producing 4-CP Billing Determinant Data [ERCOT]

· NPRR633, Removes Requirement for Confirmation of Ancillary Service Test Using Primary and Secondary Voice Circuits [ERCOT]

· NPRR634, Clarification for the Reporting of Demand Response [ERCOT]

· NPRR635, Clarification of Congestion Revenue Right Source and Sink Points [Boston Energy]

· NPRR636, Cleanup to Remove Software Documentation Posting Requirement and Align Three-Part Supply Offer Language [ERCOT]

· NPRR637, Clarification of ERS Language and ERCOT Process for Co-located Resources [ERCOT]

· SCR776, Retail Data Transport Upgrade to NAESB EDM v2.2 [TDTWG]

· SCR780, Macomber Map System Operations Test Environment Enhancement [Oncor]

Revision Requests Deferred or Tabled and/or Pending Input from Another Subcommittee
· NPRR190, Clarification of Resource Definitions and Resource Registration of Self-Serve Generators for Reliability Purposes [ERCOT]
· NPRR535, Resource Status Startup – Shutdown [GDF Suez]

· NPRR562, Subsynchronous Resonance [ERCOT]

· NPRR572, Asynchronous Tie Interconnection Process [Pattern Energy]
· NPRR595, RRS Load Resource Treatment In ORDC [Tenaska]

· NPRR617, Energy Offer Flexibility [Calpine]

· NPRR625, Clarification of Non-Spin Requirements and Operational Procedures [Luminant]

· NPRR638, Revisions to Certain Price Components of EAL [ERCOT]

New Revision Requests Scheduled for Consideration at the August 14, 2014 PRS Meeting 

· NPRR639, Correction to Minimum Current Exposure [Reliant]
· NPRR640, As-Built Clarification of Load Resource Participation in SCED and Non-Spin Qualification [ERCOT]

· NPRR641, Season Definition Change for Switchable Resources Reporting Unavailable Capacity [ERCOT]

· NPRR642, Constraint Management During Energy Emergency Alerts [ERCOT]

· SCR781, MP Online Data Entry – Market Requirements [RDWG]

These Revision Requests and supporting materials are posted on the ERCOT website at the following link: 

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/nprotocols/nprr
http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/syschangereq/scrs.html
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