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	Comments


CenterPoint Energy appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on NOGRR134, Posting Process for Black Start Plans.  The changes proposed by ERCOT relate to responsibilities for both ERCOT and Transmission Operators (TOs).  Therefore, it is more appropriate to include the proposed language in Section 4.6.4, Responsibilities, which addresses the responsibilities of the entities, instead of in the introductory provisions.  CenterPoint Energy’s comments include the proposed new language in Section 4.6.4 of the Nodal Operating Guide.

In addition, CenterPoint Energy has added requirements for ERCOT to notify the TOs when ERCOT’s Black Start Plan is posted and of ERCOT’s approval or rejection of the Black Start Plan submitted by a TO.  The Nodal Operating Guides do not currently have such requirements; however, the TOs are required to have an ERCOT-approved Black Start Plan in order to be compliant with North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) standards.  Therefore, a process needs to be included in Section 4.6.4 to provide for ERCOT’s approval or rejection.
Also, as discussed at the June 4, 2014 Black Start Working Group (BSWG) meeting, CenterPoint Energy has concerns that the proposed language would not provide effective dates on the Market Information System (MIS) for the plans submitted by the Transmission owners.  While all approved versions of the TOs’ plans are posted on the MIS, there is not currently a standard naming convention to the file names of the TOs’ plans. ERCOT should create a standard naming convention for the plans so that the effective dates of the plans are evident. This will allow ERCOT the flexibility to post all approved TO plans on the MIS no more than 30 days after having received the plan, regardless of a plan’s effective date. The addition of the effective date will allow TOs to select the correct plan from the MIS without having to open the files individually and look for the effective date within the plan itself.

	Revised Cover Page Language


	Nodal Operating Guide Sections Requiring Revision 
	4.6, Black Start Service

4.6.4, Responsibilities


	Revised Proposed Guide Language


4.6
Black Start Service

(1)
This section provides general guidelines to be followed in the event of a Partial Blackout or Blackout of the ERCOT System.  Timely implementation of a Black Start plan compiled in accordance with Section 8, Attachment E, Black Start Plan Template, should facilitate coordination between ERCOT, Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) who represent Black Start Resources, Black Start Resources, and Transmission Operators (TOs) and ensure restoration of service to the ERCOT System at the earliest possible time.  The Authorized Representative for Resource Entities that own contracted Black Start Resources will provide their QSE and ERCOT with a copy of the individual plant start-up procedures for coordination of their activities with those of the appropriate TO.

(2)
Pre-established plans and procedures cannot foresee all the possible combinations of system problems that may occur after a major failure.  It is the responsibility of ERCOT to restore the system to normal, applying the principles, strategies, and priorities outlined in the ERCOT Black Start Plan.



4.6.4
Responsibilities

(1)
ERCOT’s responsibilities are as follows:

(a)
Shall maintain a Black Start plan in accordance with North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) Reliability Standards and no more than 30 days after revising the Black Start plan, shall notify the TOs of the revised Black Start plan and post the plan with an effective date on the Market Information System (MIS) Certified Area for TOs;
(b)
Shall, no more than 30 days after receiving a TO’s new or revised Black Start plan, notify the TO of ERCOT’s approval or disapproval of the TO’s new or revised Black Start plan and post the approved TO’s new or revised Black Start plan with an effective date on the MIS Certified Area for specified Market Participants.
(c)
Coordinate and approve Planned Outage schedules for contracted Black Start Resources;

(d)
Train QSE, TO, Resource Entity, and Market Participant personnel in the restoration of the ERCOT System.  This training will cover the theory of restoration and the processes that will need to be implemented during a Partial Blackout or Blackout;

(e) 
Will review the plans and procedures for consistency and conformance with these Operating Guides and ensure that they are updated at least annually;  

(f) 
ERCOT shall report to the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) by April 1 of each year a plan for review and any testing activities of Black Start Resources;  

(g) 
Shall verify that the number, size, and location of Black Start Resources are sufficient to meet the ERCOT Black Start Plan; and
(h)
In the event of a Partial Blackout or Blackout of the  ERCOT System, ERCOT shall:

(i)
Maintain continuous surveillance of the status of the ERCOT System;

(ii)
Act as a central information collection and dissemination point for the ERCOT Region; 

(iii)
Coordinate reconnection of transmission;

(iv)
Direct assistance for QSEs who represent Black Start Resources, TOs, Resource Entities, and Market Participants;

(v)
Direct the distribution of reserves; and

(vi)
Coordinate the return of the ERCOT System to Automatic Generation Control (AGC).

(2)
TOs’ responsibilities are as follows:

(a)
Shall review and submit their Black Start plans to ERCOT by November 1 of each year, or when the Black Start plan has changed, via secured webmail or encrypted data transfer. The TO may request that ERCOT post the TO’s new or revised Black Start plan on the MIS Certified Area for specified Market Participants. The TO will have the responsibility to notify specified Market Participants that the new or revised Black Start plan has been posted on the MIS Certified Area;  and
(b)
In event of a Partial Blackout or Blackout of the ERCOT System:

(i)
Shall communicate with local Black Start Resources and the Black Start Resource’s QSE;

(ii)
Coordinate switching to next start Resources and local Load;

(iii)
Shall implement its local Black Start plan;

(iv)
Shall follow the direction of ERCOT on behalf of represented Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) and Distribution Service Providers (DSPs);

(v)
Shall act as the regional ERCOT representative in coordinating interconnection of Resources; and

(vi)
Shall follow the direction of ERCOT for reconnection of Islands.
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