PLWG Report


	PGRR Number
	038
	PGRR Title
	Require ERCOT to Report Circuits Loaded Above 95% of Their Facility Rating

	Timeline
	Normal
	Action
	No Consensus (see Summary of PLWG Discussion below)

	Date of Decision
	June 18, 2014

	Proposed Effective Date
	To be determined.

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	To be determined.

	Planning Guide Sections Requiring Revision 
	3.1.1.2, Regional Transmission Plan

	Other Binding Documents Requiring Revision or Related Revision Requests
	None

	Revision Description
	This Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) requires ERCOT to report when circuits are loaded above 95% of their Facility Rating for single contingency events in the annual Regional Transmission Plan.

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)

The Operations and Planning Synchronization Task Force (OPSTF) identified several factors that could lead to overloads in operations that were not observed in planning studies.  This PGRR will require ERCOT to report circuits that are near overload so that planners are aware of them. 

	Procedural History
	· On 5/21/14, PGRR038 and an Impact Analysis were posted.
· On 6/18/14, the Planning Working Group (PLWG) considered PGRR038.

	PLWG Decision 
	On 6/18/14, the PLWG could not reach consensus on PGRR038, but was in agreement to present the three options proposed by PLWG to ROS. 

	Summary of PLWG Discussion
	On 6/18/14, there was discussion regarding setting the planning criteria for Transmission Facilities at 95% of their applicable Rating, but was unable to reach consensus on PGRR038.  However, PLWG was in consensus to present the three options identified in paragraph (3) of Section 3.1.1.2 to ROS for consideration. 


	Business Case

	Qualitative Benefits
	· This reporting requirement will enable planners to take this information into account when planning system upgrades and performing sensitivity studies.  This should lead to fewer reliability issues in Real-Time.  An ancillary benefit is that congestion will also be reduced.

	Quantitative Benefits
	

	Impact to Market Segments
	· Minimal impact to Market Segments.

	Other
	This PGRR addresses issues discussed by the ERCOT Board of Directors at the 2/11/14 ERCOT Board meeting in regards to PGRR031, Implement 95% Facility Rating Limit in the Planning Criteria. ERCOT Staff will recommend that the ERCOT Board reject PGRR031.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Jeff Billo

	E-mail Address
	jbillo@ercot.com

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512-248-6334

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	Not applicable


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Sandra Tindall

	E-Mail Address
	stindall@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-3867


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	None.
	


	Proposed Guide Language Revision


3.1.1.2
Regional Transmission Plan

(1)
The Regional Transmission Plan is developed annually by ERCOT, in coordination with the RPG and Transmission Service Providers (TSPs).  The Regional Transmission Plan addresses region-wide reliability and economic transmission needs and the planned improvements to meet those needs for the upcoming six years included in the SSWG base cases.  These planned improvements include projects previously approved by the ERCOT Board, projects previously reviewed by the RPG, new projects that will be refined at the appropriate time by TSPs in order to complete RPG review, and the local projects currently planned by TSPs.  Combined, these projects represent ERCOT’s plan which addresses the reliability and efficiency of the ERCOT System in order to meet North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) Reliability Standards, the Protocols, Operating Guides and this Planning Guide.  Projects that are included in the Regional Transmission Plan are not considered to have been endorsed by ERCOT until they have undergone the appropriate level of RPG Project Review as outlined in Protocol Section 3.11.4, Regional Planning Group Project Review Process, if required.  The process used by ERCOT to develop the Regional Transmission Plan is outlined in Section 3.1.4, Regional Transmission Plan Development Process.

(2)
ERCOT shall post the Regional Transmission Plan to the Planning and Operations Information (POI) website by December 31 of each year.
Option 1 – as submitted and revised by PLWG
(3)
ERCOT shall include in the Regional Transmission Plan Report a list of Transmission Facilities that are loaded above 95% of their applicable Ratings for the following conditions:

(a)
Normal system conditions; or 

(b)
Following the contingency loss of a single generating unit, transmission circuit, transformer, or common tower outage.

Option 2– as submitted and revised by PLWG (leave percentage open)
(3)
ERCOT shall include in the Regional Transmission Plan Report a list of  Transmission Facilities that are loaded above a percentage of their applicable rating, such as 95%. The percentage will be determined by ERCOT in coordination with the RPG and will be included in the Regional Transmission Plan Report. The analysis will be performed for the following conditions:

(a)
Normal system conditions; or 
(b)
Following the contingency loss of a single generating unit, transmission circuit, transformer, or common tower outage.

Option 3 – no changes necessary, keep Planning Guide language as is.
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