Nodal Protocol Revision Request


	NPRR Number
	624
	NPRR Title
	Generation Resource Operational Designation Transparency

	Date Posted
	May 12, 2014

	
	

	Requested Resolution 
	Normal 

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision 
	3.14.1.9, Generation Resource Return to Service Updates

	Other Binding Documents Requiring Revision or Related Revision Requests
	None.

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) requires: (a) ERCOT to send a Market Notice regarding Generation Resource operational designation changes, and (b) the posting of a Notification of Suspension of Operations in one additional instance.

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)

Addresses the asymmetry that exists between the notification and posting requirements for Generation Resource operational designation changes.  


	Business Case

	Qualitative Benefits
	· Increased awareness of Generation Resource operational designation changes.

	Quantitative Benefits
	· Recently, the mothball schedule for over 1,500MW was adjusted for which there was no ERCOT Market Notice.  

· Since 2013, 12 Notifications of Change of Generation Resource Designation have been completed  that would have required a Market Notice under the proposed revision.

	Impact to Market Segments
	· Impacts all Segments favorably for the small cost of a Market Notice and the posting of a Notification of Suspension of Operations in one additional instance.

	Credit Implications
	· No  

	Other
	


	Sponsor

	Name
	Brandon Whittle on behalf of the Generation Adequacy Task Force (GATF)

	E-mail Address
	Brandon.whittle@stratusenergy.com 

	Company
	Stratus Energy Group

	Phone Number
	

	Cell Number
	512-422-9063

	Market Segment
	Not applicable.


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Kelly Landry

	E-Mail Address
	klandry@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-4630


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


3.14.1.9
Generation Resource Return to Service Updates
(1)
By April 1st and October 1st of each year and when material changes occur, every Resource Entity that owns or controls a Mothballed Generation Resource or an RMR Unit shall report to ERCOT, on a unit-specific basis, the estimated lead time required for each Resource to be capable of returning to service and, in percentage terms, report probable generation capacity from each Resource that the Resource Entity expects to return to service in each Season of each of the next ten years.

(2)
For modeling purposes, ERCOT and TSPs shall rely on the most recent submittal of the following two Notifications with respect to an RMR Unit, Mothballed Generation Resource or Decommissioned Generation Resource: Section 22, Attachment E, Notification of Suspension of Operations, or Section 22, Attachment H, Notification of Change of Generation Resource Designation. 

(3)
A Mothballed Generation Resource that operates under a Seasonal Operation Period shall remain modeled in all ERCOT systems at all times, (i.e., will not be flagged as “mothballed” in ERCOT’s models) and, when it is not available, the Resource Entity shall designate the Generation Resource as on Planned Outage in the Outage Scheduler.

(4)
Except for Mothballed Generation Resources that operate under a Seasonal Operation Period, a Resource Entity with a Mothballed Generation Resource shall notify ERCOT in writing no less than 30 days prior to the date on which the Resource Entity intends to return a Mothballed Generation Resource to service by completing a Notification of Change of Generation Resource Designation.  ERCOT shall post the Notification of Change of Generation Resource Designation on the MIS Secure Area and issue a Market Notice notifying Market Particpants of the posting as soon as practicable, but no later than five Business Days after receipt.  Such Market Notice shall include a link to the MIS Secure Area posting.
(5)
If a Resource Entity wishes to change the operational designation of a Generation Resource upon conclusion of an RMR Agreement, it must submit a Notification of Change of Generation Resource Designation no later than 60 days prior to the conclusion of the RMR Agreement.  ERCOT shall post on the MIS Secure Area information relating to a change of the operational designation of a Generation Resource pending conclusion of an RMR Agreement and issue a Market Notice notifying Market Particpants of the posting as soon as practicable but no later than five Business Days after receipt of such information.  Such Market Notice shall include a link to the MIS Secure Area posting.
(6)
A Resource Entity with a Mothballed Generation Resource that operates under a Seasonal Operation Period shall notify ERCOT in writing no less than 15 days prior to the date on which the Resource Entity intends to begin its Seasonal Operation Period if the first date of operation is prior to the date designated by the Resource Entity in its Notification of Suspension of Operations.  A Resource Entity with a Mothballed Generation Resource that operates under a Seasonal Operation Period shall notify ERCOT in writing no less than 15 days prior to the end date designated by the Resource Entity in its Notification of Suspension of Operations if the Resource Entity intends to suspend operation later than that date.  Notifications under this section shall be provided by the Resource Entity by completing a Notification of Change of Generation Resource Designation form (Section 22, Attachment H), which ERCOT shall post on the MIS Secure Area and issue a Market Notice notifying Market Particpants of the posting as soon as practicable, but no later than five Business Days after receipt.  Such Market Notice shall include a link to the MIS Secure Area posting.
(7)
Once the Resource Entity notifies ERCOT that a Mothballed Generation Resource is operating under a Seasonal Operation Period, the Resource Entity does not need to annually notify ERCOT of such status.
(8)
A Resource Entity with a Mothballed Generation Resource operating under a Seasonal Operation Period shall notify ERCOT in writing no less than 15 days prior to the date on which the Resource Entity intends to return the Mothballed Generation Resource to year-round operation by completing a Notification of Change of Generation Resource Designation form (Section 22, Attachment H), which ERCOT shall post on the MIS Secure Area and issue a Market Notice notifying Market Particpants of the posting as soon as practicable, but no later than five Business Days after receipt.  Such Market Notice shall include a link to the MIS Secure Area posting.
(9)
A Resource Entity with a Mothballed Generation Resource that operates under a Seasonal Operation Period must notify ERCOT in writing, by completing a Notification of Suspension of Operations (Section 22, Attachment E), no less than 90 days before the date on which the Mothballed Generation Resource that operates under a Seasonal Operation Period is to be suspended indefinitely.  ERCOT shall post the Notification of Suspension of Operations on the MIS Secure Area and issue a Market Notice notifying Market Particpants of the posting as soon as practicable, but no later than five Business Days after receipt.  Such Market Notice shall include a link to the MIS Secure Area posting.
(10)
ERCOT may request that a Mothballed Generation Resource operating under a Seasonal Operation Period be available for operation earlier than June 1st or later than September 30th of any given calendar year.  If ERCOT identifies a specific Resource Entity or QSE with which it will discuss such a request in an attempt to reach a mutually agreeable resolution, ERCOT shall issue a Notice as soon as practicable.  The Notice shall include the Resource name and, as applicable, the Resource mnemonic, the Resource MW Rating by Season, and the potential duration of the extended operation period, including anticipated start and end dates.  If agreement is reached for the Mothballed Generation Resource to be available for operation earlier than June 1st or later than September 30th, the Resource Entity shall complete, within two Business Days, a Notification of Change of Generation Resource Designation form (Section 22, Attachment H), which ERCOT shall post on the MIS Secure Area and issue a Market Notice notifying Market Particpants of the posting as soon as practicable, but no later than five Business Days after receipt.  Such Market Notice shall include a link to the MIS Secure Area posting.
(11)
If ERCOT and the Resource Entity or QSE cannot reach a mutual agreement to make the Mothballed Generation Resource operating under a Seasonal Operation Period available earlier than June 1st or later than September 30th of any given calendar year, then ERCOT may exercise its ability to bring the Mothballed Generation Resource operating under a Seasonal Operating Period into the market under an RMR Agreement pursuant to paragraph (2) of Section 6.5.1.1, ERCOT Control Area Authority.
(12)
ERCOT may evaluate, on an annual basis, Mothballed Generation Resources operating under a Seasonal Operation Period for RMR Service to address ERCOT System reliability during the portion of the year when the Mothballed Generation Resource would be unavailable. 

(13)
A Resource Entity that submitted a Notification of Suspension of Operations as a result of a Forced Outage must notify ERCOT of its intent to return to service as soon as practicable by updating its status in the Outage Scheduler and Current Operating Plan (COP) and is not required to submit a Notification of Change of Generation Resource Designation.

(14)
If a Generation Resource is designated as decommissioned and retired under either Notification, ERCOT will permanently remove the Generation Resource from the ERCOT registration systems in accordance with Section 3.10.1, Time Line for Network Operations Model Changes.  If a Resource Entity decides to bring a Decommissioned Generation Resource back to service at a later date, it will be considered a new Resource and must follow the Generation Resource Interconnection or Change Request process detailed in the Planning Guide.  If the Generation Resource is designated as mothballed, ERCOT and TSPs will consider the Generation Resource mothballed until the Resource Entity indicates a definitive return to service date pursuant to this Section.
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