Regional Planning Group (RPG) Meeting Notes
December 17, 2013

Agenda
· Welcome and Antitrust Admonition

· Introductions

· Miscellaneous Updates

· Houston Import Project Study Update

· LCRA TSC Leander Round Rock Project

· 2014 Regional Transmission Plan Scope & Process Document

· Panhandle Study Update

PLWG Update: by John Moore

· PGRR028 {evaluation of compliance of reactive requirements}will be reviewed to address concerns expressed at November ROS

· PGRR035 {dc tie interconnection policy} will be reviewed to develop a final draft

· NPRR672 associated with PGRR035 will be initially considered

· One OPSTF issue to be considered

Leander To Round Rock Transmission Line Addition, by Charles DeWitt, LCRA TSC
· PEC long term study finds that high load growth area between183 and I35 will continue to experience significant load growth; existing substations are far away from the growth area; existing delivery system cannot serve the load growth in western Williamson County.
· 12 different potential alternatives were evaluated

· End points at Leander and Round Rock substations provide the most effective solution

· Proposed plan: build a new 138kV, 440 MVA transmission line between the Round Rock and Leander substations by Dec. 2018

2014 RTP Study Scope and Process by Jeff Billo
Jeff discussed the RTP goals, assumptions, generation, and method of study to be used. 
· Identify transmission reliability constraints for years 2015, 2017, 2019, and 2020
· Do economic planning analysis for years 2017 & 2020 

· All system operating units will be modeled. 

· In past the hydro units have been turned off, but for the economic analysis ERCOT may use a profile dispatch for hydro units.

· For reliability assessment, wind plants in the North and West area will be set to zero MW output. Wind plants in the Coastal area will be dispatched at 10% output.  ERCOT will do some further analysis on this assumption. gather historic data and revisit this assumption before finalizing the scope document

· Q&A: In the Panhandle some of the newer turbines are using the more effective blades and getting more generation. Have you taken a look at this newer technology?  Jeff stated he would look at some of the latest data from AWS.

· Load will be evaluated by weather zone. 
· Q&A: Profiles for each and every project should be posted and should include all available information automatically, including megawatt output for the project based on anticipated wind patterns. Is that what ERCOT is planning for every wind farm?  
· Probably will see a lower load forecast. We will continue to use the higher of the SSWG base case or ERCOT 90/10 forecast on a per weather zone basis. Highest impact in terms of a reduction in forecast will most likely appear in the North Central weather zone.  
· Request for presentation to RPG on analysis on coincidence of peaks and various regions to get a betting understanding. 

· Brattle recommended that LTSA and RTP are aligned to make sure projects are robust going into the future. 

· A final report with documentation of reliability and economic projects has a targeted completion date of November 14, 2014.

Houston Import Project, by Prabhu Gnanam

· ERCOT is conducting the Independent Review to increase the import capability into the Houston area
· Thermal overloads of the import paths from North to Houston

· Low voltage around some areas

· The worst G-1+N-1 issue occurs when the South Texas U1 is offline

· ERCOT is evaluating various options

· ERCOT is working with TSPs to obtain cost estimates of certain existing line upgrades

· ERCOT will perform economic analysis to further evaluate each select option

· Next step will be the cost analysis

Panhandle Renewable Energy Zone (PREZ) Study Preliminary Results, by Fred Huang

· ERCOT appreciates the feed-back and comments received pertaining to this project.

· Original CREZ plan called for ~5.5GW of capacity in Panhandle, but reactive support equipment initially installed for ~2.4GW.

· The need of system strength enhancement in Panhandle is based on wind generation output

· High voltage ride through capability in the proposed NOGRR124 is needed to accommodate more wind generation in Panhandle.

· ERCOT and TSPs observed unstable responses from an existing WGR under a weak connection. A mitigation plan was developed to constrain the wind generation output to provide a stable operation of the WGR.

· Preliminary results show some near term improvements may be able to be put in place to increase capacity relatively quickly but improvements for higher capacity may include longer lead time transmission lines. 

· Continue to work with TSPs for other alternative upgrade options
· Monitor the generation interconnection status for actual implementation of wind projects in Panhandle. 

Next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 21, 2014.

