DRAFT
Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) Meeting

ERCOT Austin – 7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Thursday, January 16, 2014 – 9:30am
Attendance

Members:

	Barnes, Bill
	Reliant Energy Retail Services
	

	DeAlmeida, Joe
	Occidental Chemical Corporation
	

	Detelich, David
	CPS Energy
	

	Frazier, Amanda
	Luminant
	

	Greer, Clayton
	Morgan Stanley
	

	Hauk, Christine
	Garland Power and Light
	

	Lange, Clif
	STEC
	

	Lyons, Chris
	Exelon
	

	Meehan, Colin
	Comverge
	

	Messer, Tayaun
	Brazos Electric Power Cooperative
	

	Varnell, John
	Tenaska Power Services
	

	Wagner, Marguerite
	Edison Mission
	

	Walker, DeAnn
	CenterPoint Energy
	


Guests:

	Ainspan, Malcom
	ECS Grid
	Via Teleconference

	Asinn, Dave
	Aspire Commodities
	Via Teleconference

	Bertin, Suzanne
	EnerNOC
	

	Bevill, Jennifer
	AEPSC
	Via Teleconference

	Blackburn, Don
	Luminant
	Via Teleconference

	Blevins, Chad
	The Butler Firm
	

	Bombick, Sarah
	LCRA
	

	Brandt, Adrianne
	Austin Energy
	

	Brown, Jeff
	Shell
	Via Teleconference

	Bryant, Mark
	PUCT
	Via Teleconference

	Burke, Tom
	Golden Spread
	Via Teleconference

	Calzada, Gricelda
	AEP
	Via Teleconference

	Carlson, Trent
	JPMorgan
	

	Chang, Robin
	Ventyx ABB
	Via Teleconference

	Clemenhagen, Barbara
	CES
	

	Cripe, Ramsey
	SE Texas
	Via Teleconference

	Douglas, Robert
	MP2 Energy
	Via Teleconference

	English, Barksdale
	Austin Energy
	

	Firestone, Joel
	Topaz Power
	Via Teleconference

	Goff, Eric
	CEI
	

	Hale, Mike
	LCRA
	Via Teleconference

	Harvey, Jenny
	KONEKTIV
	Via Teleconference

	Harvey, Julia
	PUCT
	Via Teleconference

	Hastings, David
	DHastCo
	Via Teleconference

	Heino, Shari
	Brazos Electric
	

	Hellinghausen, Bill
	EDF Trading
	

	Helton, Bob
	GDF Suez
	

	Jones, Dale
	PEC
	

	Jones, Liz
	Oncor
	

	Jones, Randy
	Calpine
	

	Juricek, Michael
	Oncor
	

	Kulkarni, Pramod
	CES
	Via Teleconference

	Li, Young
	Potomac Economics
	Via Teleconference

	Looney, Sherry
	Luminant
	Via Teleconference

	Mathews, Michael
	BTU
	Via Teleconference

	McAndrews, Neil
	KPUB
	

	McCamant, Frank
	McCamant Consulting
	Via Teleconference

	McClellan, Suzi
	Good Company
	

	McKeever, Debbie
	Oncor
	

	McPhee, Eileen
	City of Eastland
	

	Micek, Kassia
	Platts
	Via Teleconference

	Morris, Sandy
	Direct Energy
	

	Parish, Russell
	BBRS Austin
	Via Teleconference

	Power, David
	Public Citizen
	

	Priestley, Vanus
	Macquarie
	Via Teleconference

	Raj, Priya
	Ventyx ABB
	Via Teleconference

	Reed, Cyrus
	Sierra Club
	

	Reid, Walter
	Wind Coalition
	

	Rehfeldt, Diana
	TNMP
	

	Roth, Werner
	PUCT
	Via Teleconference

	Rothschild, Eric
	GDS Associates
	Via Teleconference

	Sandidge, Clint
	Noble Solutions
	Via Teleconference

	Schwertner, Russell
	MP2 Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Scott, Kathy
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Siddiqi, Shams
	Crescent Power
	

	Smith, Caitlin
	Potomac Economics
	Via Teleconference

	Smith, Mark
	Chaparral Steel
	

	Stanfield, Leonard
	CPS Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Stephenson, Randa
	Lone Star Transmission
	

	Sullivan, Patrick
	Conoco Phillips
	

	Thomas, Wayne
	BTU
	

	Thompson, David
	Austin Energy
	

	Trefny, Floyd
	
	Via Teleconference

	Velasquez, Ivan
	Oncor
	Via Teleconference

	White, Laurie
	AEP Texas
	

	Whittle, Brandon
	Stratus Energy Group
	

	Wittmeyer, Bob
	DME
	

	Woodard, Stacey
	LCRA
	

	Woodruff, Taylor
	Oncor
	Via Teleconference

	Wysopal, Adam
	OATI
	Via Teleconference


ERCOT Staff:

	Albracht, Brittney
	
	

	Anderson, Troy
	
	

	Bivens, Carrie
	
	Via Teleconference

	Boren, Ann
	
	

	Coon, Patrick
	
	Via Teleconference

	Day, Betty
	
	Via Teleconference

	Deller, Art
	
	Via Teleconference

	Du, David
	
	Via Teleconference

	Hobbs, Kristi
	
	

	Holt, Blake
	
	

	House, Donald
	
	

	Landry, Kelly
	
	

	Mago, Nitika
	
	Via Teleconference

	Matlock, Robert
	
	Via Teleconference

	Pabbisetty, Suresh
	
	Via Teleconference

	Peters, Patrick
	
	Via Teleconference

	Ruane, Mark
	
	Via Teleconference

	Sharma, Sandip
	
	

	Thurman, Kathryn
	
	Via Teleconference

	Tozer, Matthew
	
	

	Xiao, Hong
	
	Via Teleconference


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.
Brittney Albracht called the January 16, 2014 PRS meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.

Antitrust Admonition
Ms. Albracht directed attention to the Antitrust Admonition, which was displayed.  A copy of the Antitrust Guidelines was available for review.  
Election of 2014 PRS Chair and Vice Chair 
Randy Jones nominated John Varnell and Chris Lyons for 2014 PRS Chair and Vice Chair respectively.  Mr. Varnell and Mr. Lyons accepted the nominations and were elected by acclamation.

Approval of Minutes (see Key Documents)

December 19, 2014

DeAnn Walker moved to approve the December 19, 2014 PRS meeting minutes as submitted.  Bill Barnes seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) and ERCOT Board Reports (see Key Documents)
Mr. Varnell reminded Market Participants that neither the ERCOT Board nor TAC has met since the December 19, 2013 PRS meeting.
2014 PRS Goals
Mr. Varnell requested Market Participants suggest 2014 PRS goals for discussion at the February 13, 2014 PRS meeting.

Project Update and Summary of Project Priority List (PPL) Activity to Date (see Key Documents)

Troy Anderson presented the Project Update and summary of PPL activity to-date, and highlighted 2014 off-cycle and 2014 Release 1 implementations.  Mr. Anderson noted that 2013 spending exceeded the forecast by $0.4 million, and that ERCOT leadership has been involved and is prepared to answer any questions of the ERCOT Board.  Amanda Frazier reiterated concern for the ongoing resource limitation delaying Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 327, State Estimator Data Redaction Methodology.
Review PRS Reports, Impact Analyses, and Prioritization (see Key Documents)

NPRR503, Removal of Language Related to NPRR219

Ms. Walker moved to endorse and forward the 12/19/13 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR503 to TAC.  Ms. Frazier seconded the motion.  The motion carried with two abstentions from the Independent Generator Market Segment.

NPRR556, Resource Adequacy During Transmission Equipment Outage – Urgent

Ms. Walker expressed concern regarding implementation costs for NPRR556.  ERCOT Staff reviewed impacts to the Market Management System (MMS), particularly to the clearing engine, requiring significant changes to code owned by the vendor.  ERCOT Staff also noted that there are no efficiencies to be found by combining implementation with Operating Reserve Demand Curve (ORDC) work, and would pose additional risk to testing environments.  

Mr. Varnell moved to endorse and forward the 12/19/13 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR556 to TAC, with a recommended priority of 2014 and a rank of 1080.  Mr. R. Jones seconded the motion.  The motion carried with two abstentions from the Investor Owned Utility (IOU) Market Segment.

NPRR560, Caps and Floors for Energy Storage Resources 
Ms. Walker moved to table NPRR560.  Colin Meehan seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NPRR581, Add Fast Responding Regulation Service as a Subset of Regulation Service

Market Participants discussed the Impact Analysis for NPRR581.  ERCOT Staff reviewed revisions to related Business Practice documents, and noted that while full implementation of NPRR581 will require system changes, manual workarounds will be in place to allow NPRR581 to take effect upon ERCOT Board approval.
Bob Wittmeyer moved to endorse and forward the 12/19/13 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR581 to TAC, with a recommended priority of 2014 and a rank of 1090.  Mr. R. Jones seconded the motion.  Ms. Frazier expressed concern regarding the cost benefit of a product limited to 65 MW of Regulation Service, adding her hope that the Performance, Disturbance, Compliance Working Group (PDCWG) will continue to review performance of Fast Responding Regulation Service (FRRS).  Mr. R. Jones echoed Ms. Frazier’s concerns, but noted that the effort is to prevent the stranding of MWs until the new Ancillary Service programs can be implemented.   The motion carried with three abstentions from the Consumer and IOU (2) Market Segments.
NPRR583, Validate That CSA Bypass Code in a Move-Out Request is From Current CSA CR of Record

Kathy Scott explained the incorrect use of the Continuous Service Agreement (CSA) bypass code and the potential for adverse impacts to customers.  Mr. Goff asked if existing Protocols or Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) Substantive Rules are being violated, and if enforcement may be used to address the issue.
Mr. Goff moved to table NPRR583 and request ERCOT report with additional detail on the nature and magnitude of the issue.  Adrianne Brandt seconded the motion.  Market Participants noted the potential for negative impacts to customer relationships and requested ERCOT Client Services provide information as to the frequency of incorrect use of the CSA bypass code.  The motion carried with four abstentions from the Consumer, Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP), IOU, and Municipal Market Segments.

System Change Request (SCR) 775, Posting Results of Real-Time Data in a Display Format

Mark Smith moved to endorse and forward the 12/19/13 PRS Report as revised by PRS and the Impact Analysis for SCR775 to TAC, with a recommended priority of 2014 and a rank of 1100.  Mr. Barnes seconded the motion.  Market Participants discussed the budgetary impact of SCR775 and the value of the data to be displayed.  Some Market Participants reiterated that it is the responsibility of the individual Market Participant to utilize raw data, and that SCR775 socializes the costs of data manipulation for the benefit of one Market Segment.  
Other Market Participants opined that SCR775 increases the potential for industrial and residential customers to participate in Demand response programs.  ERCOT Staff clarified that even with the removal of the Optional Price Threshold from the scope of SCR775, the range of the budgetary impact as indicated in the Impact Analysis would remain the same.  The motion carried via roll call vote with four objections from the Independent Generator, IPM, and IOU (2) Market Segments, and seven abstentions from the Consumer, Cooperative (3), IPM, IOU, and Municipal Market Segments.  (Please see ballot posted with Key Documents.)
 
SCR776, Retail Data Transport Upgrade to NAESB EDM v2.2
Ms. Walker moved to table SCR776.  Mr. Barnes seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

SCR777, Bilateral CRR Interface Enhancement

Mr. Goff opined that SCR777 is critical to meeting the intention of the Nodal Protocols as they pertain to bilateral trading.
Mr. Goff moved to endorse and forward the 12/19/13 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for SCR777 to TAC, with a recommended priority of 2014 and a rank of 1110.  Marguerite Wagner seconded the motion.  ERCOT Staff noted that parties are making bilateral trades under existing processes, but the burden to both Market Participants and ERCOT might discourage bilateral trading.  ERCOT Staff noted there is no cost savings in combining the implementation of SCR777 and SCR779, Increase to the CRR Auction Transaction Limit.  The motion carried with two objections from the Cooperative Market Segment, and four abstentions from the Consumer, IOU, and Municipal (2) Market Segments.

SCR778, Exposure Calculations for NOIE Options Linked to RTM PTP Obligations
Ms. Brandt moved to endorse and forward the 12/19/13 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for SCR778 to TAC, with a recommended priority of 2014 and a rank of 1120.  David Detelich seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Review of Pending Project Priorities (see Key Documents)
Mr. Anderson reviewed the list of approved Revision Requests with target start dates of January 2014 and February 2014.  There were no revisions to the list.

Urgency Votes (see Key Documents)

NPRR589, Ancillary Service Offers in the Supplemental Ancillary Services Market

ERCOT Staff noted the Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) Managers Working Group (QMWG) is preparing comments for consideration at the February 5, 2014 Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS) meeting.
Ms. Walker moved to table NPRR589.  Ms. Frazier seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NPRR591, As-Built Clarification and Corrections Related to NPRR555 and NPRR568
Mr. Barnes moved to grant NPRR591 Urgent status.  Ms. Frazier seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

ERCOT Staff reviewed clarifying language to differentiate between Phase 1 and Phase 2 implementation of NPRR568.

Mr. Barnes moved to recommend approval of NPRR591 as revised by PRS, and to forward NPRR591 to TAC.  Mr. Meehan seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Revision Requests Tabled at PRS (see Key Documents)
NPRR533, Clarification of PCRR Eligibility Requirements

NPRR535, Resource Status Startup - Shutdown

NPRR562, Subsynchronous Resonance

NPRR572, Asynchronous Tie Interconnection Process

NPRR576, Changing Non-Spin Service to an Off-Line Service

NPRR582, Refinements to Testing ERS

PRS took no action on these items.
NPRR574, Removal of Offer Curve Flexibility for DAM-Committed Resources

Mr. Barnes opined that the concerns raised in NPRR574 are only properly argued before the PUCT and not via a Revision Request.
Mr. Barnes moved to reject NPRR574.  Mr. R. Jones seconded the motion.  Asked by Market Participants to comment, ERCOT Staff and Independent Market Monitor (IMM) Staff both opined that PUCT Staff’s opinion would be useful in resolving this issue.  It was noted that WMS requested that PRS table NPRR574 for an additional month to allow QMWG more time to discuss alternative approaches.  
Mr. Wittmeyer moved to table NPRR574 and request that ERCOT discuss with PUCT Staff the issue of whether NPRR574 conflicts with PUCT Substantive Rules.  Seth Cochran seconded the motion.  Market Participants again discussed whether NPRR574 conflicts with the PUCT Substantive Rules, in particular P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.505, Resource Adequacy in the Electric Reliability Council of Texas Power Region.  Some Market Participants recommended that PRS table NPRR574 to allow time for these additional discussions at WMS, while others recommended that PRS vote on the merits.  Mr. Barnes expressed concern that stakeholders should not continue to entertain NPRR574 with a tabling.  This motion carried via roll call vote, with ten objections from the Consumer, Independent Generator (4), IREP (3), and IOU Market Segments, and four abstentions from the Cooperative (3) and IPM Market Segments.  (Please see ballot posted with Key Documents.)

NPRR584, Alignment with TAC Procedures to Shorten the Appeals Timeline

Ms. Frazier moved to recommend approval of NPRR584 as submitted.  Ms. Walker seconded the motion.  Ms. Wagner expressed concern that the proposed timeline would prove problematic during holidays.  ERCOT Staff explained that the Revision Request aligns Protocols with the abbreviated timeline recently approved in the TAC Procedures, and suggested that interested parties propose revisions to those procedures should they wish to preserve the current timelines per the Protocols.  Mr. Goff recommended that the TAC Procedures be revised.  Ms. Frazier withdrew the motion.
Mr. Goff moved to recommend approval of NPRR584 as submitted so that TAC may consider the timeline issues discussed at PRS.  Mr. Varnell seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Parking Deck NPRR219, Resolution of Alignment Items A33, A92, A106, and A150 - TSPs Must Submit Outages for Resource Owned Equipment and Clarification of Changes in Status of Transmission Element Postings 
Parking Deck NOGRR050, Resolution Reporting Issues Related to NPRR219
Ms. Frazier requested that ERCOT refresh the Impact Analyses for NPRR219 and NOGRR050.  PRS took no action on these items.

Review of Revision Request Language (see Key Documents)
NPRR585, Clarification of Administrative Pricing Requirements for Self-Committed Combined Cycle Combustion Turbines on a Resource Committed by RUC
Ms. Frazier moved to table NPRR585 and refer the issue to WMS.  Ms. Walker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NPRR586, Align Credit Lock for CRR Auctions with Transaction Submission Deadline

Ms. Frazier moved to recommend approval of NPRR586 as submitted.  Mr. Wittmeyer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
NPRR588, Clarifications for PV Generation Resources
Ms. Frazier moved to table NPRR588 and refer the issue to WMS.  Mr. Wittmeyer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
NPRR590, Inclusion of WSL in the Default Uplift Invoice Allocation
Mr. Goff moved to table NPRR590 for one month.  Mr. DeAlmeida seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one objection from the Municipal Market Segment.

SCR779, Increase to the CRR Auction Transaction Limit

Ms. Frazier expressed support for enhancements to the current Congestion Revenue Right (CRR) Auction engine, and surprise by the projected cost of the effort.  ERCOT Staff noted that ERCOT is working to account for some of the costs as ERCOT Operations and Maintenance (O&M), but that work for data integration, data packaging, and the interface is yielding larger cost projections; and what was initially understood to be only an engine improvement has proven to be insufficient, requiring a more complex and costly solution.  

Ms. Frazier moved to recommend approval of SCR779 as submitted.  Mr. Cochran seconded the motion.  ERCOT Staff encouraged interested Market Participants to assist in building the Business Case for SCR779.  Market Participants discussed that the current 200,000 market transaction limit has not frequently been exceeded in the past, in part due to the effect of the of the limit on CRR Auction participants’ behavior.  The motion carried with two abstentions from the Consumer and Municipal Market Segments.
Adjournment

Mr. Varnell adjourned the January 16, 2014 PRS meeting at 12:42 p.m.
� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2014/01/20140116-PRS" �http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2014/01/20140116-PRS� unless otherwise noted.


� Key Documents for SCR775 � HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/issues/scr/775-799/775/index" �http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/issues/scr/775-799/775/index� 


� Key Documents for NPRR574 � HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/issues/nprr/551-575/574/index" �http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/issues/nprr/551-575/574/index� 
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