Regional Planning Group (RPG) Meeting Notes

November 15, 2013

Agenda
· Welcome and Antitrust Admonition

· Introductions

· Miscellaneous Updates

· Synchronous Condenser Presentation

· Oncor West Texas DLR Equipment Review

· Panhandle Study Update

· PLWG Update

· DOE Long Term Study Report Review

Miscellaneous Updates
· Little feedback was received from the 2014 LTS Assessment. ERCOT is still looking at having a couple of scenario workshops with stakeholders involved, starting in December or early January.  

· RTP Update:  G-1 and N-1 study should be posted sometime next week (11/25). ERCOT is currently performing an economic analysis:  putting models together and should have them finalized early December and results posted on POI site. 
· Market Participant asked a question about the Moss substation congestion in operations. Oncor provided the one line for the 138 kV bus at Moss. Response was sent out to the RPG exploder list answering that question. Any further questions can be directed to Jeff or Oncor representative.

Synchronous Condenser Presentations: Fred Huang of ERCOT asked 4 vendors to talk to RPG about Synchronous Condensers for Transmission Systems.  Each vendor will have a presentation and will address a couple of issues: 
· Synchronous machine operating without a prime mover;
· Provide reactive power compensation and additional short circuit power capacity

· Provide inertia support.

Question from floor: Can you add another point that the vendors will provide information about the ability of their machine to meet the voltage ride-through standards that RPG is contemplating and in particular the same as NERC PRC24 standard and that is a 1.2 per unit high voltage per 2/10th of a second. 
Presenters:
· Paul E. Market of General Electric
· Brian Gemmell and Kai-Uwe Paeselt of Siemens

· Jan-Anders Bergman of ABB Motors & Generators

· Jeff Carrara of Velco 

Oncor West Texas DLR Equipment Review: by Mike Juricek and Tip Goodwin
West Texas DLR Project applied to 5 lines, with 12 dynamic line readings installed. Transmission line ratings are governed by current flowing in the conductor; conductor size and resistance; conductor clearance to ground; and ambient weather conditions. ERCOT and Oncor and a couple of other places use ambient adjusted rating {ARR}. 

Panhandle Renewable Energy Zone (PREZ) Study Preliminary Results: By Fred Huang

· The purpose of the PREZ study is to identify system constraints and updates to accommodate future wind generation projects and to provide a project roadmap for both ERCOT and TSPs to accommodate additional generation resources in the study area.
· The upgrades identified in this study are “NOT” approved projects and the identified projects may still require RPG review. 

· Synchronous condenser needs will vary based on transmission line updates and wind generation project development.

· Sensitivity analysis performed with 3 options, Synchronous condenser, SVC and VFT to test their impact on the system constraints and system support on the panhandle. 

· The challenge is the weak grid and the need is system strength. 
PLWG Update: By Prabhu Gnanam for John Moore

· PLWG meeting rescheduled to Friday, November 22, 2013. 

· PGRR028 “Evaluation of Compliance of Reactive Requirements” will be reviewed to address concerns expressed at November ROS meeting. 

· PGRR033 “Dynamics Flat Start Cases Preparation” will be considered for final review.

· PGRR035 “DC Tie Interconnection Policy” will be reviewed to develop a final draft.

· NPRR572 associated with PGRR035 will be reviewed.

· One OPSTF issue #10, “security constrained deliverability of ancillary services” will be considered.
DOE Long Term Study Review: By Evan Rowe of ERCOT

The 3 primary goals of the DOE study were to:

1. Improve the relevance of the long term planning studies and form near term planning policies and procedures;
2. Expand ERCOT’s planning capability by developing new tools and processes; and

3. Enhance the stakeholder involvement process.

Reports have been posted. Please feel free to submit questions or comments.  

Next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 17, 2013.
