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	NPRR Number
	593
	NPRR Title
	Clarification of Generic Transmission Limit Posting Requirements

	Date Posted
	January 24, 2014 

	
	

	Requested Resolution 
	Normal

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision 
	2.1, Definitions

2.2, Acronyms and Abbreviations

3.10.7.6, Modeling of Generic Transmission Limits

	Other Binding Documents Requiring Revision or Related Revision Requests
	None.

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) creates and defines the term “Generic Transmission Constraint” (GTC) to distinguish between the transmission constraint itself and the value of the transmission constraint’s Generic Transmission Limit (GTL); and modifies the definition of GTL to be consistent with this clarification. 

This NPRR also clarifies the posting requirements for GTCs and GTLs, as current Protocol language does not specify what GTC- or GTL-related information should be posted on the Market Information System (MIS).  In practice, ERCOT posts only the predicted GTL values based on its Day-Ahead analysis.  ERCOT has not posted background details on the GTCs it uses currently; given that they are artifacts of the Zonal market and are considered common knowledge.  As additional GTCs are added to the ERCOT system, it is important that the details behind a GTL and its derivation are made transparent to the Market before the GTC goes into service.

	Reason for Revision
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  Addresses current operational issues.
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  Meets Strategic goals (tied to the ERCOT Strategic Plan or directed by the ERCOT Board).
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  Market efficiencies or enhancements
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  Administrative
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  Regulatory requirements
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  Other:  (explain)

(please select all that apply)


	Business Case

	Qualitative Benefits
	Improved transparency regarding GTC and GTL derivation and use.

	Quantitative Benefits
	

	Impact to Market Segments
	Improved ERCOT and Transmission Service Provider (TSP) reporting of GTCs, GTLs and interface constraints.

	Credit Implications
	No  

	Other
	


	Sponsor

	Name
	Chad Thompson

	E-mail Address
	Chad.Thompson@ercot.com

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512.248.6508

	Cell Number
	512.750.3476

	Market Segment
	Not applicable


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Kelly Landry

	E-Mail Address
	klandry@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-4630


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


2.1 DEFINITIONS

Competitive Constraint
A contingency and limiting Transmission Element pair or group of Transmission Elements associated with a Generic Transmission Constraint (GTC) that is determined to be competitive using the process defined in Section 3.19, Constraint Competitiveness Tests.
Generic Transmission Constraint (GTC)
A transmission constraint made up of one or more grouped Transmission Elements that is used to constrain flow between geographic areas of ERCOT for the purpose of managing stability, voltage, and other constraints that cannot otherwise be modeled directly in ERCOT’s powerflow and contingency analysis applications.
Generic Transmission Limit (GTL)

The value of the transmission flow limit associated with a Generic Transmission Constraint (GTC).
Non-Competitive Constraint

A contingency and limiting Transmission Element pair or group of Transmission Elements associated with a GTC that is not determined to be a Competitive Constraint under the process defined in Section 3.19, Constraint Competitiveness Tests.

2.2
ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS

GTC


Generic Transmission Constraint
3.10.7.6
Use of Generic Transmission Constraints and Generic Transmission Limits
(1)
For the sole purpose of creating transmission flow constraints between areas of the ERCOT Transmission Grid in ERCOT applications that are unable to recognize non-thermal operating limits (such as system stability limits and voltage limits on Electrical Buses), ERCOT may create new Generic Transmission Constraints (GTCs) or modify existing GTCs for use in reliability and market analysis.  ERCOT shall not use GTCs to manage stability or voltage conditions that are solely attributable to Outages or other temporary system conditions unless these conditions have been modeled in the Network Operations Model.  ERCOT shall not use GTCs in ERCOT applications to replace other constraints already capable of being directly modeled in the SCED application. 

(2)
Except as provided in paragraph (5) below, ERCOT shall post a description of each new or modified GTC to the MIS Secure Area as soon as possible, but no later than the day prior to the GTC or GTC modification becoming effective in any ERCOT application.  Posting of each new or modified GTC shall include:

(a) 
The description of the new or modified GTC including the Generic Transmission Limit (GTL) or description of the data and studies used to calclulate the GTL associated with each new or modified GTC;

(b)
The effective date of the new or modified GTC;

(c)
The identity of all constrained Transmission Elements that make up the GTC, including the defined interface where applicable;
(d)
Detailed information on the development of each GTC, including the defined constraint or interface where applicable; and data and studies used for development of each new or modified GTC, including the GTL associated with each new or modified GTC.  This information shall be redacted or omitted to protect the confidentiality of certain stability-related GTCs.

(3)
Market Participants may review and comment on each new or modified GTC.  Within seven days following receipt of any comments, ERCOT shall post the comments to the MIS Secure Area as part of the information related to the subject GTC.  ERCOT shall review any comments and may modify any part of a given GTC in response to any comments received.

(4)
Anticipated GTLs, except those determined pursuant to paragraph (5) below, shall be posted to the MIS Secure Area no later than one day before the Operating Day. 

(5)
If an unexpected change to ERCOT System conditions requires the creation of a new GTC or the modification of an existing GTC to manage ERCOT System reliability, and the GTC has not been posted pursuant to paragraph (2) above, ERCOT shall issue an Operating Condition Notice (OCN) and post on the MIS Secure Area the new or modified GTC and its associated GTL(s), including the detailed information described in paragraphs (2) and (4) above.  ERCOT shall include an explanation regarding why it did not post the GTC or modification on the previous day.
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