Regional Planning Group (RPG) Meeting Notes
September 24, 2013

Agenda

· Welcome and Antitrust Admonition
· Introductions

· Miscellaneous Updates

· Houston Import Project Methodology 

· Estimating Available Transmission Capacity for New Generators

· West Texas Transmission Projects

· 2014 Long Term System Assessment 
Miscellaneous Updates

· Jeff stated the POI web-site is being decommissioned; everything on the POI will be transferred to the MIS. However, anything posted to the MIS has to be mentioned in protocols or guides.
· DOE study will be completed in about 2 weeks. 

· Prabhu stated West Texas Sensitivity Study has been posted on POI. 

· Jeff discussed the different tier 1, 2 or 3 level and requirements for transmission projects. All projects in the West Texas still have to have go through the RPG review process, except tier 4.

· Fred gave a brief update on the Panhandle study and stated it is expected to be completed by end of year.

· Request from last month that ERCOT would include in the Monthly Planning Report where all of the PGRR018 data is posted and when that data would be updated. Jeff responded that ERCOT is waiting on PGRR030.
· John Moore (Stratus) reminded everyone of the PLWG meeting on September 25, 2013. A number of power flow issues key to congestion in other areas will be discussed and the 2 main items will be PGRR031 and PGRR028. John encouraged everyone to look these over and become familiar with them before the meeting. Hopefully the planning guide section 8a, Declaration of Resource Adequacy, will be resolved. 
Estimating Available Transmission Capacity for New Generators:  Presentation by Jonathan Rose of ERCOT. 

· Jonathan has been working on a new project to provide better information for generation developers. The idea being if you are a generation developer, ERCOT would publish a list of busses and a developer could go look up that bus in the area and determine how much estimated transmission capacity is available in that area. 
· This would help the developer with the process and maybe help them determine if the location is going to be good or not for their project. 
· This will be an automated process that performs a pseudo screening study at every bus in the ERCOT system and estimates transmission capacity available for new generators. 
· The report may contain errors and it is recommended that developers use only as informal guidance. 
· Analysis is performed in Steady State only. ERCOT Screening Studies cost $5,000 - $7,000 and can take 40 – 60 days to complete. 

Houston Import Project Methodology.  Presentation by Jeff Billo, manager of the Transmission Planning department at ERCOT. We have 3 different transmission providers that have proposed projects to increase the import capability into the Houston region. Although 3 different proposals were submitted, ERCOT will do 1 independent review of the project. All projects are still in the study mode with comments. ERCOT has effectively already started the independent review of the projects. The below questions are the 4 major questions to be answered:
1. Is there a reliability criteria violation due to Houston region power needs and imports? If so, what are the study assumptions?
· ERCOT will stay consistent with the 2013 Regional Transmission Plan and use the latest 2018 SE case from the Regional Transmission Plan.
· This case contains a more up to date load forecast so we will have better data. Question from Mike: Did you consider historical forced outages or limitations on generating units in that part of the system to see if there should be more generation taken off line to study than the g-n contingencies?
· Another question: Are you talking about looking at just Houston or ERCOT wide? Jeff stated it would be ERCOT wide, not just the Houston area. 
2. If there is a criteria violation, what is the best project set to solve the problem?
· ERCOT has numerous options on the table and we will look at a number of them.
· ERCOT will look at some of the reports that have already been done and it is possible that some of the options might be eliminated. ERCOT does have a set of criteria that will be used in eliminating any options.
· CenterPoint has more experience constructing 345 kV lines in the Houston area, but ERCOT will work with TSPs and get their input in the more suburban areas for cost estimates.

· Discussion on scaling down of the load in order to have enough reserves. Question: Is this adding new generators where the load is in the rest of the state in order to solve the model? Answer: No.  
· Look at how much transfer capability, including voltage stability, of each option. 

· The project, as proposed, is to be in place by 2018. This is going to be a major project and we want to make sure we look at the long term needs of the Houston area. We will follow the same assumptions as the Regional Transmission Plan.
· ERCOT will conduct a sensitivity to determine the levelized cost of the options from a reliability perspective if generation older than 50 years were to retire. 

3. Are there non transmission alternatives that can solve the criteria?  
· ERCOT may include a discussion in the final report on the effect resource additions in the Houston area may have on deferring transmission improvements. 
4. Should ERCOT designate the project “critical to reliability”?

· ERCOT will pursue the critical designation for portions of the project requiring a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity that cannot be constructed in time without the designation.

Any comments on presentation please feel to provide input. 

Studies have begun and updates will be provided at future RPG meeting.
West Texas Transmission Projects: Presentation by Mike Juricek of Oncor.
· West Texas Sensitivity Study Report, WTS, identified 65 TSP projects with 22 of these projects being associated with Oncor-owned facilities. 
· Thirteen WTS projects are under development

· Six of the thirteen WTS projects under engineering review have the potential to be completed in the 2014 timeframe

2014 Long Terms System Assessment: Presentation by Jeff Billo of ERCOT.
· Senate Bill 20 requires that the PUCT and ERCOT study long term system needs and report to the Legislature each even number year
· Near term and long term planning processes have been linked by internal staff realignment
· 2014 LTSA will use similar study process, assumptions and tools as RTP

· 2014 LTSA will develop 6 to 8 scenarios for load generation development for 2024 and 2029. Three to five of these scenarios will be selected for transmission build out.
· Final report will be completed in December 2014 with a formal scope document to be presented at the next RPG meeting.

· 2014 LTSA Goals:

1. Provide a roadmap for the long term transmission needs of the ERCOT System

2. Provide cases for the use of near-term planners in the evaluation of large transmission additions to the ERCOT system.

The next RPG meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 22, 2013.
