Regional Planning Group (RPG) Meeting Notes
October 22, 2013

Agenda

· Welcome and Antitrust Admonition

· Introductions

· Miscellaneous Updates

· Wind Generation Output Methodology for SSWG Cases

· 2014 LTSA Scope and Process Document

· Panhandle Study Update

· Houston Import Project Update

· 2013 Regional Transmission Plan Update

Miscellaneous Updates

· November RPG meeting will be moved from Nov. 26th to November 15th due to Thanksgiving.
· At the next meeting there will be a couple of vendors to come in and talk about Synchronous Condenser devices. Oncor will also give an update on the West Texas DLR Equipment Review, and there will be a Panhandle Study update from Fred. 
· For next year, the ERCOT Board of Directors is moving their meetings from the 3rd Tuesday of the month to the 2nd Tuesday, and all of the sub committees are moving meeting dates also. RPG will be held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month for 2014, with a couple of exceptions.
· With respect to the LTSA, The Brattle Group has some recommendations to improve the scenario building process. ERCOT has some additional funds from the DOE, and there is a possibility that the DOE will allow ERCOT to use these funds for workshops.  If so, there will be a couple of workshops scheduled in the near future.

· LTS draft report has been posted on ERCOT website
· TPL-001-4 has been passed by FERC and this standard will affect planning processes in the next couple of years.

· Brad with Sharyland gave a brief update about the physical transition of the Sharyland system in to ERCOT. Currently, Sharyland has about half of the southern Caprock loop, which consists of 5 substations. These stations have about 97 MW of load. They also have a couple of substations being fed off of the Oncor transmission line. These stations each have about 20 MW of load, for approximately 140 MW of load in the ERCOT system. This represents about half of the physical load in this area. The next interconnect completion date will be 11/24. After that time Sharyland will be bringing more loads from the southern Caprock loop into ERCOT.  Hopefully, in mid- December we will be able to close the whole loop in the southern portion.  The northern project is pending PUCT approval so there is not a time on when this project will start.  
· John Moore gave the PLWG update. The next meeting is scheduled for October 23rd and there is a full agenda, with 5 PGRRs up for review/discussion. PGRR28, Evaluation of Compliance of Reactive Requirements.  PGRR31, 95% Facility Rating Limit in the Planning Criteria. {There was much discussion from the floor and on the phone, with much interest expressed on the 95% rating}. PGRR32, Stakeholder Review of Resource Registration Data Requirements.  PGRR33, Dynamic Flat Start Case Preparation. PGRR34, Asynchronous DC Tie Interconnection Process. 
2014 LTSA Assessment Scope and Process:  Jeff Billo of ERCOT.

Going into next year the LTSA will include development of study cases for 2024 and 2029 covering a range of scenarios for the use of the near term planners in the evaluation of large transmission additions to the ERCOT system. Thermal constraints seem to be the most binding and also DC study cases will be done and possibly some voltage stability studies. The LTSA is different from the RTP as it is not an actionable plan. So going forward LTSA will have year 10 and 15 year horizon analysis and RTP will have a 6 year horizon, with the idea of looking for trends from the LTSA. 

Comment: Are we looking at expansion of demand response or more flexible generation? Are we making an attempt to look at what types of demand response we can expect there to be. Can we start looking at this? How can this be done in a meaningful way? Demand Response will not necessarily be used at the same time that transmission lines will load up to their highest loading value from a reliability perspective. However in the economic analysis we can start considering what effect demand response has. ERCOT will share all of the cases they develop and post on the website.
Jeff discussed a number of scenarios that will be studied, as well as topology, generation, load, limits, and method of study. All limits will be monitored on the system, but we will only fix the 345kV.  Studies will utilize Powerworld DC SCOPF or TARA to identify unresolvable constraints. Binding constraints and DC cases will be posted. A final report with documentation of long term transmission needs is targeted to be completed by 11/15/14. All comments and concerns will be taken into consideration. 
Panhandle Study Update:  Fred Huang of ERCOT.
PREZ study focuses on the upgrade needs to increase Panhandle export capability. The upgrades may be revised based on the actual implementation of wind projects in the Panhandle.  Fred presented the synchronous condenser needs for different levels of wind export from the Panhandle and discussed the economic trigger point for the first set of upgrades designed to increase the export capability above 2400 MW.
Next step will be to identify upgrade needs and the associated Panhandle export limit beyond the first upgrade project set; perform economic cost and analysis to find the trigger of upgrades; and complete the report.

Wind Generation Output Methodology for the SSWG Cases:  Jay Teixeira of ERCOT. 
· Jay went over the methodology for calculating wind generation levels in the SSWG cases.
· The goal is to use available forecast data to set the dispatch for wind generations in the new SSWG base case. 
· The Forecast AWS data in UPLAN is used and the forecast is same for every year. To calculate the average capacity factor, take data for hours 16, 17 and 18 summed and averaged. If the table data is in MW the data is converted to % of Unit Size and if table data is in %, it is unchanged. 
· The DAS definition of seasons are defined in the SSWG manual as:
· SPG – March, April, May

· SUM – June, July, August, September

· FAL – October, November

· WIN – December, January, February

Houston Import Project Update: Prabhu Gnanam of ERCOT.
· ERCOT is conducting the Independent Review of the need to increase the import capability into the Houston area. The primary focus is the system in the coastal weather zone and in the East weather zone electrically close to Houston metropolitan area.

· Three new projects from the RTP are modeled in the Houston area. All contingencies are consistent with Planning Guides Section 4.1.1.2 and criteria consistent with 2013 RTP. 
· The study assumption will increase the load in Coast Weather zone, while decreasing the load in North, North Central, West and Far West Weather zones (consistent with modeling approach utilized in the 2013 RTP). 
· Decreasing the loads in the North, North Central, West and Far West Weather zones is reasonable because these regions are geographically and electrically far from the Coastal Weather zone and historical data indicates the loads in these weather zones do not experience peak loads at the same time as the Coast weather zone. 
· Thermal overload is more limiting than Voltage stability

2013 Regional Transmission Plan (RTP) Update: Prabhu Gnanam of ERCOT

· Study Preliminary Results:

1) N-1 thermal and voltage analysis completed
2) N-1 secure case (thermal & voltage) completed

· October 23rd 2013 RTP N-1 secure cases and N-1 projects POI posting

· Tentative schedule:

1) October 31st Reliability Projects for N-1+G-1

2) November 22nd Economic case and projects

3) December 9th Draft RTP report made available to TSP’s

4) December 20th Final RTP report

The next RPG meeting is scheduled for Friday, November 15, 2013. 
