Meter Working Group Meeting Notes

December 12, 2013
9:00 a.m. – 2:10PM
MWG on-site meeting (TCC2, Room 254, ERCOT Taylor) and WebEx 


1)  Reading of ERCOT Anti-Trust Rules                            

a) Henry Perez (ERCOT) read the ERCOT Anti-Trust admonition to open the meeting. 

2) NPRR-570, Reduction of Settlement Timeline- D. Tucker,  P. Vinton

a) NPRR-570 reduces the settlement time line from 7 days to 6 days effective January 1, 2014
b) NPRR-570 further reduces the settlement time line from 6 days to 5 days effective May 1, 2014
c) This action will result in the creation of 6 hour notification process when ERCOT MDAS group cannot communicate with a meter point. The 6 hour notification will be necessary under certain conditions, notably on the same day or an upcoming non-business day where data is scheduled to be processed for initial settlements and no metering data has been obtained by ERCOT for the Operating Day being settled. 
d) Spreadsheets with the notification schedules for 2 day, 3 day and 4 day weekend/holiday schedules were presented to the group. These spreadsheets are available on the ERCOT website. 
i) Questions included concerns about access to sites on long holiday weekends such as Thanksgiving.
ii) Is ERCOT considering issuing notices on weekends? 
(1) The answer is not at this time, unless it is an agreed upon work day, but if the market wants notices on weekends then we should consider designated workdays on the weekends where staffing would be available at the TDSP to take care of any issues with the metering or communications? 
iii) Can ERCOT generate notifications earlier in the day? 
(1) ERCOT MDAS group will be targeting sending out notifications by 8:30AM.  
iv) Is there an automated system for data validation, editing and estimation for EPS Metering Points? 
(1) Estimation of EPS Metering points is not the same as estimation for Load metering points.  Options for estimation or data substation information for EPS Metering points was tabled for later discussion.  
(2) TDSPs and ERCOT will investigate potential options for obtaining substitute data for EPS metering points.  Are their telemetry points that have a direct one to one correlation to EPS metering points. 
v) TDSP read meter information inclusion in the shortened settlement timeline will occur if the data has been loaded in to Lodestar. If data is not available, the current market defined estimation process will be utilized. 

3) Discussion of possible SMOG change to Appendix A and Appendix C – P.Vinton
Appendix A:

i) Provides additional option of using voice communications with the MDAS Group to provide confirmation of repairs after site access.

Appendix C:

ii) Defines updated timeframe the MDAS Group will use for issuing notices.

iii) Defines timeframes in which data is supplied to ERCOT by a TDSP in the event of a prolonged communications failure.

iv) Adds additional notice type of “6-Hour” notice to accommodate a shortened settlement timeline to resolve communications issues with EPS Meters on the day the Real-Time Market (RTM) settlement run occurs or an upcoming non-business day.

v) Clarifies the conditions ERCOT will follow in cancelling notices.
b) Questions/comments that were raised during the discussion:

i) What happens if no data can be submitted on 12 hour or 6 hour notifications? Tabled until January 2014 meeting. Future discussion points include the potential availability of telemetry to EPS Metering point mapping.
ii) There should be no need to have a scheduled work day on a 3 day weekend if the 6 hour timelines can be supported for missing data. 
iii) Escalation e-mails will be sent to whom? 

(1) Sent to TDSP contacts provided to ERCOT or a new TDSP contact list created solely for escalation issues only. 

4) CCVT testing and accuracy- H. Perez

a) This is a follow up issue from the last MWG meeting in October 2012

i) At this time there are approximately 207 CCVT units in service on EPS meters. Only 6 of these units had original factory as-found/as-left test results. This is not enough to verify continuing accuracy requirements. 
ii) ERCOT suggested that at least a 36% sample rate of unit information would be needed to certify the information and to make changes to the existing market rules concerning CCVT accuracy recertification. 

5) Follow-up on Parallel CT’s- H. Perez
a) Carry over of focus group from October 2012 MWG meeting. 
i) Open item from previous MWG meeting concerning how to verify individual impedance on each conductor and the common impedance of the metering circuit. 
6) Follow-up Loss of Potential Requirements of SMOG 1.4.7
a) Proposed- Measured voltage falls below 75% of nominal supply voltage for 4 seconds or more shall  trigger a loss of potential event in the meter log and be retrievable in the event log when MV90 polls the meter. 
i) SMOG requirement should allow for the same or better than the requirement.
(a) Example: Potential drops to 80% of nominal for 2 seconds.
7) Provisional Approval Information –T. Davis
a) In October 2012 there were 57 sites with provisional approval
b) October 2013 there are 43 sites with provisional approval. 
c) During this time period there were 26 sites changed from provisional approval to approved. 
d) 12 sites were added to the provisional approval list in the past year.
e) Of the provisionally approved sites,4 have been at this status prior to 2005, 14 were provisionally approved between 2005-2010, 8 were provisionally approved between 2010-2013.

f) ERCOT Meter Engineering has sent out e-mail notifications for these sites and will send out a follow-up in early 2014. 

g) There is a list maintained on the ERCOT.com website of the provisionally approved sites, this list is updated quarterly. 

8) Follow-up from MWG meeting in October 2012

a) Submission of photos of instrument transformer nameplates with the site certification package to ERCOT Meter Engineering

i) This would not be a retroactive requirement.

ii) Some TDSP’s already are submitting nameplate pictures for new sites or when an instrument transformer has to be replaced. 
iii) No requirement is in place at this time but could be in the future. 

9) New Business – D.DiSanto

a) Nominations for Meter Working Group chair and vice-chair for 2014

i) Chair position is open for 2014
ii) Vice-chair nomination- Harvey Scheffler-CPS

(1) This will be put on the agenda for the upcoming January 2014 MWG meeting

iii) Loss compensation in shared line or bus. Should there be a minimum distance added to Protocols where loss compensation is not required? The MWG took no action on this discussion item.  

10) Presentation: Field Recertification of CCVT’s – M.Rollins LCRA

a) There is a company that offers a process to re-certify CCVT’s at the site. 

i) There was one TDSP that stated their Transmission Substation group would not approve this method since it involves working in an energized substation bus. 

11) How ERCOT MDAS group can receive meter data to be discussed at MWG meeting in January 2014 meeting. This discussion will involve NPRR-570 , Various file formats for submitting meter data to ERCOT includes HHF and CSV files where MDAS is unable to communicate with a meter point. 
12) There was no other business before the Meter Working Group and the meeting was dismissed. The next meeting of the group will be scheduled in January 2014. That meeting will be at the ERCOT Taylor facility and will be available online via WebEx. 
