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	Comments


In conjunction with Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) 034, Asynchronous Tie Interconnection Process, NPRR572 as submitted introduced the Asynchronous Tie Interconnection Process into the Protocols and Planning Guide.  After discussion at the 10/23/13 Planning Working Group meeting, it was recognized that although the current Direct Current Tie (DC Tie) definition in the Protocols is not technically correct a separate initiative was identified to pursue a more accurate use of the terms “asynchronous tie” and “DC Tie” in both the Protocols and Guides.  Therefore, PGRR034 was withdrawn and PGRR035, DC Tie Interconnection Process, was submitted using the “DC Tie” terminology.  These comments align NPRR572 with the changes proposed in PGRR035. 
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	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) references the formal Direct Current Tie (DC Tie) interconnection process which is being added to the Planning Guide via PGRR035, DC Tie Interconnection Process.

	Reason for Revision
	To formalize the DC Tie interconnection process in the Protocols and Guides.   

	Credit Implications 
	No.


	Business Case

	Business Case
	1
	· Provides coordinated language between the Protocols and Planning Guide regarding the interconnection process.


	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


2.1 DEFINITIONS



Interconnecting Entity (IE)

Any Entity that proposes to either interconnect an All-Inclusive Generation Resource with the ERCOT System, upgrade the rated capacity of an existing All-Inclusive Generation Resource by ten MW or greater, re-power an All-Inclusive Generation Resource, or change the Point of Interconnection (POI) of an All-Inclusive Generation Resource; or interconnect a DC Tie, increase the capacity of a DC Tie by 50 MW or greater, or change the POI of an existing  Tie.
3.11.6
Generation and Direct Current Tie Interconnection Process

The generation interconnection and Direct Current Tie (DC Tie) process facilitates the interconnection of new generation units or new DC Ties in the ERCOT Region by assessing the transmission upgrades necessary for new generating units or DC Ties to operate reliably.  The process to study interconnecting new generation or modifying an existing generation interconnection; or new DC Ties or modifying an existing DC Tie interconnection to the ERCOT Transmission Grid is covered in the Planning Guide.  The generation and DC Tie interconnection study process primarily addresses the direct connection of generation Facilities or DC facilities to the ERCOT Transmission Grid and directly-related projects.  Projects that are identified through this process and are regional in nature may be reviewed through the RPG Project Review process upon recommendation by the TSP or ERCOT, subject to the confidentiality provisions of the generation and DC Tie interconnection procedure.  ERCOT shall perform an independent economic analysis of the transmission projects that are identified through this process that are expected to cost more than $25,000,000.  This economic analysis is performed only for informational purposes; as such, no ERCOT endorsement will be provided.  The results of the economic analysis shall be included in the interconnection study posting.  Additional upgrades to the ERCOT Transmission Grid that might be cost-effective as a result of new or modified generation or new or modified DC Tie may be initiated by any stakeholder through the RPG Project Review procedure described in Section 3.11.4, Regional Planning Group Project Review Process, at the appropriate time, subject to the confidentiality provisions of the generation and DC Tie interconnection procedure.
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