ROS Report


	NOGRR Number
	121
	NOGRR Title
	ERCOT Operator Certification Program and ERCOT Fundamentals Manual

	Timeline
	Normal
	Action
	Recommended Approval

	Date of Decision
	November 14, 2013

	Proposed Effective Date
	January 1, 2014

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	Not applicable.

	Operating Guide Section Requiring Revision
	1.5.6, ERCOT Operator Certification Exam and ERCOT Fundamentals Training Manual (new)

	Protocol Section(s) Requiring Revision
	None.

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) describes ERCOT’s responsibilities with respect to the ERCOT operator certification program and ERCOT Fundamentals Manual.

	Reason for Revision
	An informal agreement exists between Texas Reliability Entity (Texas RE) and ERCOT identifying Texas RE as the responsible Entity for administering the ERCOT operator certification exam.  This NOGRR formally transitions that responsibility to ERCOT April 1, 2014, and acknowledges a proposed related responsibility to maintain and make available the ERCOT Fundamentals Manual.

	Procedural History
	· On 8/9/13, NOGRR121 and an Impact Analysis were posted.
· On 8/16/13, Calpine comments were posted.

· On 8/23/13, ERCOT comments were posted.

· On 9/18/13, the Operations Working Group (OWG) considered NOGRR121.
· On 10/16/13, OWG considered the 9/18/13 OWG Report and Impact Analysis for NOGRR121.

· On 11/14/13, ROS considered NOGRR121.

	OWG Decision 
	On 9/18/13, OWG was in consensus to recommend approval of NOGRR121 as amended by the 8/23/13 ERCOT comments.
On 10/16/13, OWG was in consensus to endorse and forward the 9/18/13 OWG Report and Impact Analysis for NOGRR121 to ROS.  

	Summary of OWG Discussion
	On 9/18/13, participants discussed the various methods for which operators are trained to work in the ERCOT Region.
On 10/16/13, there was no discussion.      

	ROS Decision 
	On 11/14/13, ROS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NOGRR121 as recommended by OWG in the 10/16/13 OWG Report.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of ROS Discussion
	On 11/14/13, there was no discussion.


	Business Case

	1
	Reflects the efficiency created by the transfer of the ERCOT operator certification exam to ERCOT and ERCOT’s responsibility for the ERCOT Operator Certification Program and ERCOT Fundamentals Training Manual.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Kelly Blackmer; Patrick Peters

	E-mail Address
	kelly.blackmer@ercot.com; patrick.peters@ercot.com

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	(512) 248-4101; (512) 275-7447

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	Not applicable.


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Kelly P. Landry

	E-Mail Address
	klandry@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-4630


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	Calpine 081613
	Proposed revisions to differentiate between the ERCOT Operator Certification Program, the ERCOT Fundamentals Manual and the operator certification exam.

	ERCOT 082313
	Proposed revisions to clarify the intent of NOGRR121 in response to the 8/16/13 Calpine comments.


	Revised Proposed Guide Language


1.5.6
ERCOT Operator Certification Exam and ERCOT Fundamentals Training Manual

Texas Reliability Entity (Texas RE) administers the ERCOT operator certification exam.  The purpose of the exam is to evaluate the base knowledge of the individual who wishes to pursue the operator certification credentials within the ERCOT Region.  ERCOT shall maintain the ERCOT Fundamentals Training Manual to serve as a reference for persons preparing for the ERCOT operator certification exam.  ERCOT shall post the ERCOT Fundamentals Training Manual to the MIS Public Area.
	[NOGRR121:  Replace Section 1.5.6 above with the following on April 1, 2014:]

1.5.6
ERCOT Operator Certification Program 
ERCOT shall maintain and administer the ERCOT operator certification program, which includes the ERCOT Fundamentals Training Manual and certification exam.  The purpose of the program is to prepare operators within the ERCOT Region to reliably operate the ERCOT System.  ERCOT shall maintain the ERCOT Fundamentals Training Manual to serve as a reference for persons preparing for the ERCOT operator certification exam.  ERCOT shall post the ERCOT Fundamentals Training Manual to the MIS Public Area.
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