APPROVED
Minutes of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting

ERCOT Austin – 7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744
Thursday, October 3, 2013 – 9:30 a.m.
Attendance

Members:

	Allen, Thresa
	Iberdrola Renewables
	

	Almon, Brian
	Consumers – Residential 
	

	Bivens, Danny
	OPUC
	

	Boyd, Phillip
	City of Lewisville
	

	Brandt, Adrianne
	Austin Energy
	

	Brewster, Chris
	City of Eastland
	

	Emery, Keith
	Tenaska Power Services
	

	Frazier, Amanda
	Luminant
	

	Greer, Clayton
	Morgan Stanley
	

	Hatfield, Bill
	LCRA
	Alt. Rep. for Stuart Nelson

	Hellinghausen, Bill
	EDF Trading
	

	Helton, Bob
	GDF Suez
	

	Jacoby, Jim
	AEPSC
	Alt. Rep. for R. Ross

	Lange, Clif
	South Texas Electric Cooperative
	Alt. Rep. for H. Wood

	Lewis, William
	Cirro Group
	

	McCann, James
	Brownsville PUB
	

	Minnix, Kyle
	Brazos Electric Power Cooperative
	

	Naylor, David
	Rayburn Country Electric Cooperative
	

	Ögelman, Kenan
	CPS Energy
	

	Pridgeon, Marcus
	CMC Steel Texas
	

	Smith, Bill
	Air Liquide
	

	Stephenson, Randa
	Lone Star Transmission
	

	Wagner, Marguerite
	Edison Mission
	

	Walker, DeAnn
	CenterPoint Energy
	Alt. Rep. for J. Houston


The following proxies were assigned:

· Seth Cochran to Clayton Greer

· Read Comstock to William Lewis

· Allison Wall to Marty Downey

Guests:

	Ainspan, Malcom
	ECS Grid
	Via Teleconference

	Alvarado, Miguel
	Sharyland
	Via Teleconference

	Anklam, Robert
	Cargill
	Via Teleconference

	Blevins, Chad
	The Butler Firm
	

	Burke, Allen
	TNMP
	

	Bruce, Mark
	Stratus Energy Group
	

	Coleman, Katie
	TIEC
	

	Elliot, Christopher
	Bank of America/Merrill Lynch
	Via Teleconference

	English, Barksdale
	Austin Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Firestone, Joel
	Topaz Power
	

	Flowers, BJ
	Sharyland
	

	Garza, Beth
	Potomac Economics
	Via Teleconference

	Goff, Eric
	CEI
	

	Hampton, Brenda
	Luminant
	Via Teleconference

	Hastings, David
	DHastCo
	Via Teleconference

	Hauk, Christine
	Garland Power and Light
	Via Teleconference

	Holloway, Harry
	GDF Suez
	

	Jones, Randy
	Calpine
	

	Juricek, Michael
	Oncor
	Via Teleconference

	Kremling, Barry
	GVEC
	

	Looney, Sherry
	Luminant
	Via Teleconference

	Lyons, Chris
	Exelon
	Via Teleconference

	McKeever, Debbie
	Oncor
	

	Micek, Kassia
	Platts
	Via Teleconference

	Nease, Nelson
	Nucor Steel
	Via Teleconference

	Nobile, Joe
	CAMS
	Via Teleconference

	Reid, Walter
	Wind Coalition
	

	Rodriguez, Kristen
	EPE Consulting
	Via Teleconference

	Rothschild, Eric
	GDS Associates
	Via Teleconference

	Sandidge, Clint
	Noble Energy Solutions
	

	Schatz, John
	TXU Energy
	

	Scott, Kathy
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Smolen, Paul
	Fox Smolen
	Via Teleconference

	Stanfield, Leonard
	CPS Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Starnes, Bill
	Denton ME
	

	Thompson, David
	Austin Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Trenary, Michelle
	Tenaska Power Services
	Via Teleconference

	Trostle, Kay
	Chaparral
	

	Trout, Seth
	CES
	

	Varnell, John
	Tenaska Power Services
	

	White, Lauri
	AEP Texas
	

	Whittle, Brandon
	Stratus Energy Group
	

	Wilkins, Pat
	Tres Amigas
	Via Teleconference

	Wittmeyer, Bob
	DME
	

	Woodruff, Taylor
	Oncor
	

	Zdenek, Pam
	Infigen Energy
	

	Zhang, Bryan
	Potomac Economics
	Via Teleconference


ERCOT Staff:

	Albracht, Brittney
	
	

	Anderson, Troy
	
	

	Bivens, Carrie
	
	Via Teleconference

	Boren, Ann
	
	

	Clark, Candy
	
	Via Teleconference

	Coon, Patrick
	
	Via Teleconference

	Day, Betty
	
	

	Du, Pengwei
	
	Via Teleconference

	Gonzalez, Ino
	
	Via Teleconference

	Hobbs, Kristi
	
	

	Landry, Kelly
	
	Via Teleconference

	Middleton, Scott
	
	

	Ruane, Mark
	
	Via Teleconference

	Shaw, Pamela
	
	Via Teleconference

	Teixeira, Jay
	
	Via Teleconference

	Thompson, Chad
	
	Via Teleconference

	Tindall, Sandra
	
	Via Teleconference

	Warnken, Pete
	
	

	Xiao, Hong
	
	Via Teleconference


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

2013 TAC Chair Kenan Ögelman called the October 3, 2013 TAC meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.
Antitrust Admonition
Mr. Ögelman directed attention to the Antitrust Admonition, which was displayed.  A copy of the Antitrust Guidelines was available for review. 
ERCOT Board Update

Strategic Planning Session

Mr. Ögelman requested that subcommittees begin developing 2014 goals in time for TAC to report them to the ERCOT Board in February 2014; noted that the ERCOT Board wishes to provide TAC with strategic direction; and encouraged Market Participants to review materials related to the ERCOT Board’s strategic session.

2014 Meeting Calendar

Market Participants discussed the 2014 meeting calendar and changes necessitated by the new ERCOT Board meeting schedule.  Market Participants considered how TAC and TAC subcommittee meeting dates might be rearranged to comply with comment periods, preserve required timelines and, to the extent possible, avoid holiday conflicts.  Market Participants noted potential difficulties related to the Revision Request process; that some stakeholder groups’ meeting schedules are dictated by end-of-month settlement requirements; and that some voting-body meetings may require rescheduling as the year progresses.
Real-Time Market Settlement Timeline

Mr. Ögelman noted the September 17, 2013 ERCOT Board discussion encouraging continued efforts to reduce the Real-Time Market Settlement timeline.  Market Participants discussed the need for accuracy should estimated data be used; whether estimated data accuracy requirements might be developed for ERCOT; the possibility of intermediate reductions to the timeline; the need to correctly align credit collateral calculations; and that ERCOT and stakeholders anticipate continued examination of further reductions to the timeline.
Approval of Draft TAC Meeting Minutes (see Key Documents)

September 5, 2013
Bob Helton moved to approve version two of the September 5, 2013 TAC meeting minutes as posted.  Marguerite Wagner seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) Report (see Key Documents)
Confirmation of PRS Leadership 
Ms. Wagner moved to confirm John Varnell and Chris Lyons as 2013 PRS Chair and Vice Chair, respectively.  Mr. Helton seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Varnell presented Revision Requests for TAC consideration.
Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 550, Modifications to Planning Reserve Margin Inputs

Market Participants discussed the 10/1/13 TIEC comments.  Adrian Pieniazek explained that the recommended changes to the Capacity, Demand, Reserve (CDR) inputs were vetted though the stakeholder process, having been discussed at the Generation Adequacy Task Force (GATF) and endorsed by WMS.  Market Participants discussed the use of the 20 peak Load hours; whether three years of data will be available when ERCOT reaches 200MW of solar capacity; and greenhouse gas permits.  Katie Coleman requested that ERCOT provide analysis as to the impacts of changes proposed in NPRR550 to CDR capacity so that other organizations might perform their own sensitivity analyses.  
Chris Brewster moved to grant NPRR550 Urgent status and to table NPRR550 for one month.  Marcus Pridgeon seconded the motion.  The motion carried with three abstentions from the Independent Generator Market Segment.

NPRR559, Revisions to MCE Calculation

Amanda Frazier moved to recommend approval of NPRR559 as recommended by PRS in the 9/19/13 PRS Report.  Market Participants discussed effective dates for portions of NPRR559 and related system impacts.  Mr. Helton seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) Report (see Key Documents)

Harry Holloway reviewed recent ROS activity and presented items for TAC consideration.

Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) 109, Revisions to Definition of Credible Single Contingency for Operations Planning
NOGRR110, Synchronization with NPRR529, Congestion Management Plan 
NOGRR114, Synchronization with NPRR540, Clarification of Credible Single Contingency 
NOGRR116, Synchronization with NPRR542, Clarification of the Use of Emergency Condition 
Mr. Ogelman noted that the four NOGGRs are associated with NPRRs and Impact Analyses that will be considered at the October 17, 2013 PRS meeting.

DeAnn Walker moved to table NOGRR109, NOGRR110, NOGRR114, and NOGRR116 until the associated NPRRs are approved.  William Lewis seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
NOGRR120, Black Start Plan Template Revision
Kristi Hobbs highlighted that the recommended effective date for NOGRR120 is upon TAC approval.

Ms. Walker moved to approve NOGRR120 as recommended by ROS in the 9/12/13 ROS Report.  Mr. Lewis seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

ERCOT Resource Registration Glossary, Section 1: Overview and Revision Process 

Document Approval 
Addition to List of Other Binding Documents
Ms. Frazier moved to approve the ERCOT Resource Registration Glossary, Section 1: Overview and Revision Process, and to add the document to the list of Other Binding Documents.  Randa Stephenson seconded the motion.  Market Participants discussed that the document establishes the guide and its change control process, and that the forthcoming Glossary will be housed in the guide and follow the established change control process.  The motion carried unanimously.
Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS) (see Key Documents)
In the absence of WMS leadership, Mr. Ögelman presented the WMS report.

Day-Ahead Market (DAM) Credit Parameters: Point to Point (PTP) Obligation Discount Factor  

Ms. Wagner moved to recommend increasing the PTP Obligation Discount Factor from 80 percent to 90 percent, per the WMS recommendation, effective December 1, 2013.  Mr. Helton seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Resource Adequacy Task Force (RATF) Update

Ms. Stephenson reviewed recent RATF efforts and requested that all Entities be represented at the next day’s RATF Workshop for the review of NPRR568, Real-Time Reserve Price Adder Based on Operating Reserve Demand Curve.  Ms. Stephenson expressed hope that consensus would be reached on a majority of items and that a list of outstanding issues would be given initial discussion.  

Annual TAC and Subcommittee Structural/Procedural Review (see Key Documents)
Revised TAC Procedures 
Market Participants reviewed proposed revisions to the TAC Procedures regarding the appeals procedure and comments from non-voting stakeholder bodies.  Mr. Ögelman invited additional comments to the proposed language in time for consideration at the November 7, 2013 TAC meeting.

Proposed Revisions to ERCOT Board Policies and Procedures
Market Participants discussed how the definition of an “act of TAC” might be broadened, and how issues might be advocated in the event of an evenly divided vote of TAC.  Clayton Greer suggested rather than an appointed TAC advocate, volunteers might represent counter arguments.  Mr. Ögelman welcomed additional comments for consideration at the November 7, 2013 TAC meeting.

Commercial Operations Subcommittee (COPS) Report (see Key Documents)
Harika Basaran reviewed recent COPS activities and provided highlights of the September 10, 2013 workshop regarding reduction of the Settlement timeline.
Retail Market Subcommittee (RMS) Report (see Key Documents)
Kathy Scott reviewed recent RMS activities and presented supplemental information provided by ERCOT Staff regarding the observable section of a Retail Electric Provider and Retail relationships by transaction type.  BJ Flowers requested that ERCOT give consideration to publishing the information to a regular location, rather that providing posting to a particular subcommittee meeting date page.
ERCOT Operations, Planning, and IT Report (see Key Documents)
MP Online Project Update

Troy Anderson presented an update regarding the MP Online Data Entry Project, noting that while it is an ERCOT internal project, ERCOT recognizes the market impact and seeks stakeholder input as to whether Market Participants are still supportive of the effort.  Market Participants suggested the architecture be fairly open to accommodate changes in such things as the Resource Asset Registration Form; stakeholders be engaged during planning process;  and the Resource Data Working Group (RDWG) process be used to preserve the scope.  Market Participants discussed the need to champion the project, particularly in light of its projected cost; that a centralized registration tool would be very valuable; and that many day-to-day costs to ERCOT have not been captured, in addition to the benefits expected to accrue to Market Participants in time savings in providing or validating pieces of data.  
Other Business

Market Participants noted the October 1, 2013 high prices across the ERCOT system, due to Resource Outages; and discussed the scheduled October 24, 2013 workshop regarding Future Ancillary Services in ERCOT for review of the concept paper published by ERCOT Staff.  Market Participants discussed the likely necessity of assignments to subcommittees and working groups; that some work will be data-intensive and require significant labor; and that a consideration should be given to an appropriate structure to address issues identified in workshops for vetting thought the voting bodies.  Market Participants discussed the possibility of establishing a TAC task force with a voting structure to be chaired by an ERCOT Staff member.  Mr. Ögelman invited Market Participants to provide additional comment to TAC leadership regarding a vetting structure.
Adjournment
Mr. Ögelman adjourned the October 3, 2013 TAC meeting at 12:21 p.m.
� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2013/10/20131003-TAC" �http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2013/10/20131003-TAC� 
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