MEMO
PRS Memo to 11/07/13 TAC

Date: 
October 31, 2013
To:
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Representatives

From:
John Varnell, Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) Chair
Subject: Nodal Protocol Revision Requests (NPRRs)
	Issue: 
Consideration of the following Revision Requests recommended for approval by PRS:
· NPRR528, Clarification of Assessment of Chronic Congestion (Vote)*
· NPRR529, Congestion Management Plan (Vote)*
· NPRR540, Clarification of Credible Single Contingency (Vote)*
· NPRR541, SPS and RAP Modeling Clarification (Vote)*
· NPRR542, Clarification of the Use of Emergency Condition (Vote)*
· NPRR558, Addition of Bilateral Load Response Data to Protected Information List (Vote)*
· NPRR561, Clarification of Shutdown Telemetry Status (Vote)*
· NPRR564, Thirty-Minute Emergency Response Service (ERS) and Other ERS Revisions – Urgent (Vote)

· NPRR565, Seasonal Generation Notifications (Vote)*
· NPRR566, Removal of Language Regarding QSE Service Filings (Vote)*
· NPRR568, Real-Time Reserve Price Adder Based on Operating Reserve Demand Curve  – Urgent (Vote)
· NPRR570, Reduce RTM Settlement Timeline to Operating Day Plus Five  – Urgent (Vote)
(*) denotes no impact

	Background/History: 
Unless otherwise noted: (i) all Market Segments were present for each vote and (ii) ERCOT Credit Staff and the Credit Work Group (Credit WG) have reviewed the revision request and do not believe it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability. 
NPRRs Recommended for Approval
· NPRR528, Clarification of Assessment of Chronic Congestion [ERCOT].
Proposed Effective Date:  January 1, 2014 
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR consolidates into one section, the steps ERCOT will take when active or binding transmission constraints are identified.       
PRS Decision:  On 9/19/13, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR528 as amended by the 9/16/13 ROS comments and as revised by PRS.  There were two abstentions from the Independent Generator and Consumer Market Segments.  On 10/17/13, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 9/19/13 PRS Report and the Impact Analysis for NPRR528 to TAC.  
· NPRR529, Constraint Management Plan (formerly “Congestion Management Plan”) [ERCOT].
Proposed Effective Date:  January 1, 2014 

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; minor system impacts to the Market Information System (MIS) which can be absorbed by Operations & Maintenance (O&M) budget; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR defines Constraint Management Plan (CMP) and several subcategories such as a Mitigation Plan and a Remedial Action Plan (RAP) and clarifies actions to be taken when Security-Constrained Economic Dispatch (SCED) is unable to resolve a constraint causing a security violation.       
PRS Decision:  On 9/19/13, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR529 as amended by the 9/9/13 Constraint Management Plan Revision Request Workshop comments and as revised by PRS.  There were two abstentions from the Independent Generator and Consumer Market Segments.  On 10/17/13, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 9/19/13 PRS Report and the Impact Analysis for NPRR529 to TAC.
· NPRR540, Clarification of Credible Single Contingency [OWG].
Proposed Effective Date:  January 1, 2014 

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR revises the use of Credible Single Contingency to align with actual practice.           
PRS Decision:  On 7/18/13, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR540 as amended by the 7/10/13 ERCOT comments and as revised by PRS.  There were three opposing votes from the Independent Generator (2) and Independent Power Marketer (IPM) Market Segments, and one abstention from the Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP) Market Segment.  On 10/17/13, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 7/18/13 PRS Report and the Impact Analysis for NPRR540 to TAC.
· NPRR541, SPS and RAP Modeling Clarification [ERCOT].

Proposed Effective Date:  January 1, 2014 

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR clarifies that ERCOT models all new Special Protection Systems (SPSs) and RAPs and all changes to SPSs and RAPs via the Network Operations Model Change Request (NOMCR) process.               
PRS Decision:  On 9/19/13, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR541 as amended by the 7/22/13 OWG comments and as revised by PRS.  There were two abstentions from the Independent Generator and Consumer Market Segments.  On 10/17/13, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 9/19/13 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR541 to TAC.
· NPRR542, Clarification of the Use of Emergency Condition [OWG].

Proposed Effective Date:  January 1, 2014 

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR clarifies the use of Emergency Condition in the Protocols.               
PRS Decision:  On 9/19/13, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR542 as amended by the 9/9/13 Constraint Management Plan Revision Request Workshop comments and as revised by PRS.  There were two abstentions from the Independent Generator and Consumer Market Segments.  On 10/17/13, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 9/19/13 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR542 to TAC.
· NPRR558, Addition of Bilateral Load Response Data to Protected Information List [Reliant].

Proposed Effective Date:  January 1, 2014 

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR adds bilateral Load response data to the list of items considered Protected Information.               
PRS Decision:  On 9/19/13, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR558 as amended by the 9/12/13 WMS comments.  On 10/17/13, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 9/19/13 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR558 to TAC.
· NPRR561, Clarification of Shutdown Telemetry Status [ERCOT].

Proposed Effective Date:  January 1, 2014 

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR clarifies that Generation Resources that are providing Non-Spinning Reserve (Non-Spin) and that can continue to be available for deployment within the time frame established in the Protocols, may continue to carry Off-Line Non-Spin during shutdown.               
PRS Decision:  On 9/19/13, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR561 as submitted.  On 10/17/13, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 9/19/13 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR561 to TAC.
· NPRR564, Thirty-Minute Emergency Response Service (ERS) and Other ERS Revisions [ERCOT] - Urgent.
Proposed Effective Date:  December 1, 2013 for interim solution utilizing manual business processes.  The long-term solution will require a project for automation. – Priority 2013; Rank 892 

ERCOT Impact Analysis (long term solution):  Between $50k - $75k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to Market Management System (MMS), Information Systems Master (ISM), and Enterprise Integration (EI); ERCOT business functions will be updated; ERCOT grid operations and practices will be updated.
Revision Description:  This NPRR proposes a 30-minute Emergency Response Service (ERS) product and recommends other changes to ERS more generally, including the following: (1) Introduces Settlement based on a clearing price instead of individual Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) offer price; (2) Introduces stronger financial penalties for non-performance in a single ERS Standard Contract Term but removes mandatory suspensions (3) Clarifies obligations of ERS Resources when deployments cross over multiple ERS Time Periods; (4) Authorizes ERCOT to provide times and dates of particular Resource deployments to QSEs in order to allow them to analyze past performance of newly acquired ERS sites; (5) Prohibits participation by sites associated with Dynamically Scheduled Resources (DSRs); and (6) Clarifies that ERS Generators and ERS Loads are to be evaluated together when an ERS Generator is providing backup to an ERS Load.                 
PRS Decision:  On 10/17/13, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR564 as amended by the 9/10/13 ERCOT comments and as revised by PRS with a recommended priority of 2013 and rank of 892.  There were three opposing votes from the Consumer, Independent Generator and IPM Market Segments and two abstentions from the Investor Owned Utility (IOU) Market Segment.  

· NPRR565, Seasonal Generation Notifications [Luminant].

Proposed Effective Date:  January 1, 2014 

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; ERCOT business functions will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR proposes that a seasonally operating Resource Entity’s 15 day Notification requirement (when returning to service early, or suspending operations later) be based on the Seasonal Operation Period designated by the Resource Entity in its Notification of Suspension of Operations.  Additional revisions correct references to Part III of Section 22, Attachment E, Notification of Suspension of Operations.               
PRS Decision:  On 9/19/13, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR565 as submitted.  There were two abstentions from the Independent Generator and Consumer Market Segments.  On 10/17/13, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 9/19/13 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR565 to TAC.
· NPRR566, Removal of Language Regarding QSE Service Filings [ERCOT].

Proposed Effective Date:  January 1, 2014 

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; ERCOT business functions will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR removes outdated language regarding QSE Service Filings.               
PRS Decision:  On 9/19/13, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR566 as submitted.  There was one abstention from the Independent Generator Market Segment.  On 10/17/13, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 9/19/13 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR566 to TAC.
· NPRR568, Real-Time Reserve Price Adder Based on Operating Reserve Demand Curve [ERCOT] - Urgent.
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon system implementation – Priority 2013; Rank 70; Category - Regulatory 

ERCOT Impact Analysis (preliminary):  $150k - $250k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to Energy Management System (EMS), Network Model Management System (NMMS), MMS, Price Validation Tool (PVT), Settlements & Billing (S&B), Current Day Reports (CDR), and ISM; ERCOT business processes will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  
Revision Description:  This NPRR requires ERCOT to implement an Operating Reserve Demand Curve (ORDC) in the Real-Time Market (RTM) to determine the Real-Time price adder for Real Time Settlement Point Prices.             
PRS Decision:  On 10/17/13 – 10/18/13, PRS unanimously voted to grant NPRR568 Urgent status.  PRS then voted to recommend approval of NPRR568 as amended by the 10/8/13 Morgan Stanley comments, 10/11/13 ERCOT comments, 10/15/13 EMMT comments and 10/16/13 Luminant comments and as revised by PRS with a recommended priority of 2013, rank of 70 and category of Regulatory; to request that the Impact Analysis separate out the impacts associated with each of the following: (A) the 10/11/13 ERCOT comments (including the revision related to Wind-powered Generation Resources introduced in the 10/15/13 EMMT comments), (B) the 10/8/13 Morgan Stanley comments, and (C) the 10/18/13 PRS revisions; to refer the issue of Load Resources providing OFF10 or OFF30 capacity to WMS for assignment to the Demand Side Working Group (DSWG); and to refer review of the verification of Real-Time Production Potential to WMS for assignment to the Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) Managers Working Group (QMWG).  There was one abstention from the Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP) Market Segment.
· NPRR570, Reduce RTM Settlement Timeline to Operating Day Plus Five [COPS/CSWG] - Urgent.
Proposed Effective Date:  Pending. 

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Pending.
Revision Description:  This NPRR proposes a phased approach to change the posting date for the RTM Initial Settlement Statement from seven days after the Operating Day to five days after the Operating Day and changes the posting date of the Final Settlement Statement from the 57th day after the Operating Day to the 55th day after the Operating Day.                 
PRS Decision:  On 10/17/13, PRS unanimously voted to grant NPRR570 Urgent status.  PRS then unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR570 as amended by the 10/10/13 COPS comments and to forward NPRR570 to TAC.

Revision Requests Rejected
None.
Revision Requests Withdrawn (no TAC action required)
· NPRR429, HASL Offset Provision [Morgan Stanley] 
· NPRR505, ERS Weather-Sensitive Loads [ERCOT]

Status of Pending Revision Requests (For Information Purposes Only):

Revision Requests Scheduled for Impact Analysis Review and Priority Assignment (if applicable) at the November 21, 2013 PRS Meeting   
· NPRR560, Caps and Floors for Energy Storage Resources [ETWG]

· NPRR563, Credit Lock Standards [Morgan Stanley]

· NPRR567, Enhancement to Outage Scheduler and Reports [Edison Mission]

· NPRR569, Retail Clarification and Cleanup [ERCOT]
· SCR774, Stakeholder Review of Resource Registration Data Requirements [RDWG]

Revision Requests Deferred or Tabled and/or Pending Input from Another Subcommittee
· NPRR190, Clarification of Resource Definitions and Resource Registration of Self-Serve Generators for Reliability Purposes [ERCOT]
· NPRR486, Calculation of Generation to be Dispatched [Luminant Energy]
· NPRR503, Removal of Language Related to NPRR219 [NDSWG]

· NPRR533, Clarification of PCRR Eligibility Requirements [ERCOT]
· NPRR535, Resource Status Startup – Shutdown [GDF Suez]

· NPRR537, ERS Clearing Price [DSWG]

· NPRR556, Resource Adequacy During Transmission Equipment Outage [Tenaska] – Urgent
· NPRR562, Subsynchronous Resonance [ERCOT]

· NPRR571, ERS Weather-Sensitive Loads Requirements [Earth Networks] – Urgent
New Revision Requests Scheduled for Consideration at the November 21, 2013 PRS Meeting 
· NPRR572, Asynchronous Tie Interconnection Process [Pattern Energy]
· NPRR573, Alignment of PRC Calculation [ERCOT]

· NPRR574, Removal of Offer Curve Flexibility for DAM-Committed Resources [Mercuria Energy America]
· NPRR575, Clarification of the RUC Resource Buy-Back Provision for Ancillary Services [GDF Suez NA Inc.]
· NPRR576, Changing Non-Spin Service to an Off-Line Service [GDF Suez NA Inc.]

· SCR775, Posting Results of Real-Time Data in a Display Format [ERCOT Steel Companies]
These Revision Requests and supporting materials are posted on the ERCOT website at the following link: 

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/nprotocols/nprr
http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/syschangereq/scrs.html
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