1) ERCOT’s expectation of a resource defining itself as being ONTEST is not well defined and confusing during the commissioning process.
ERCOT Response

Resources should use applicable online status and not “ONTEST” status during the COD process unless they are physically testing. All tests need to be approved by ERCOT Operations. ERCOT will add this clarification to the interconnection handbook. 

2)  For most commissioning processes, timing requirements are imposed on the Market Participant (MP) but not on ERCOT. In cases where timing requirements are imposed on both the MP and ERCOT, the timelines can and do conflict resulting in possibly delays (ex. – MP is to submit each portion of the checklist 7 business days prior to requested implementation date yet ERCOT is permitted up to 7 business days to respond)
ERCOT Response

ERCOT agreed to provide initial feedback on the commissioning plans within two weeks via email. ERCOT will add this to their internal procedure. 

3)  Requirements/compliances listed in the checklist and referenced to the Protocols are very misleading since it is not possible, in some cases, for all resources, specifically WGR’s, to be compliant within the required timeframes. I therefore suggested that Commissioning Checklists should be developed for specific resource types.
· Discussion around different check list for different type of resources
· Discussion on whether the term Commercial should be defined or not

· Consider using “Certified for ERCOT Operations” instead of “commercial”
4) Per Part 1 of the checklist, ERCOT requires the MP to submit a Commissioning Plan yet there are no guardrails developed that define what data/information is required to be included in the plan. Again, the plan is subject to review and approval by ERCOT with no timelines or expectations established.
ERCOT Response

See the response to 2 above

5) The Commissioning Checklist was revised as we were already in the process of commissioning a resource. Simple rule needs to be implemented…..no revisions and no new rules written and applied “on the fly”. ** I do realize that this needs to be addressed with caution since, until such time that the commissioning checklist is thoroughly developed, instances can and will occur that may require immediate modifications.
ERCOT Response

ERCOT will communicate any changes to the Commissioning (or Operations Certification) Checklist and the Resource Interconnection Handbook via market notices

6)   Part 3 of the Checklist, 1st bullet item states that ERCOT may permit Commercial Operation approval without demonstration of full reactive capability (uncertain what that really means and the statement is left open to ERCOT’s opinion). I would suggest that the requirement should not be permitted or excused on a case-by-case basis and recommend excluding the word “may” from this language. In addition, the 2nd bullet item permits an engineering study to be submitted whereas ERCOT requires actual testing. Lastly, bullet item #3 contradicts the previous two bullet items in this portion of the checklist.
It was agreed by all the party, to continue to the flexibility within the check list and the Resource Interconnection Handbook to allow ERCOT to make a case-by-case determination for reactive testing requirement 
7) Issues can be experienced with obtaining approval of Part 1 of the checklist when coupled with the timing of submittals required for network model updates
8)   Channeling all processes and correspondences through the QSE Rep can cause delays due to lack of clarity in the response from the various working groups and the need to obtain clarification.

Other Topics

· ERCOT clarify testing requirement within the handbook and checklist

· To bring attention of ROS regarding the level of Coordination provided by the TSPs to successfully test a reactive capability of the generators. 

· AVR Testing - ERCOT has plans to design AVR forms within NDCRC and also have the help file to better communicate the AVR testing requirements.  The form will also be added to the Operations Guides.
· ERCOT to clarify the requirement for a study and a test for reactive capability.
