DRAFT
Minutes of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting

ERCOT Austin – 7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744
Thursday, September 5, 2013 – 9:30 a.m.
Attendance
Members:

	Allen, Thresa
	Iberdrola Renewables
	

	Almon, Brian
	Consumers – Residential 
	

	Barnes, Bill
	NRG Texas
	Alt Rep. for A. Pieniazek

	Bevill, Jennifer
	AEP Service Corporation
	Alt. Rep. for R. Ross

	Bivens, Danny
	OPUC
	

	Boyd, Phillip
	City of Lewisville
	

	Brandt, Adrianne
	Austin Energy
	

	Brewster, Chris
	City of Eastland
	

	Cochran, Seth
	DC Energy
	

	Comstock, Read
	Direct Energy
	

	Emery, Keith
	Tenaska Power Services
	

	Frazier, Amanda
	Luminant
	

	Greer, Clayton
	Morgan Stanley
	

	Hauk, Christine
	Garland Power and Light
	Alt. Rep. for D. Grubbs

	Hellinghausen, Bill
	EDF Trading
	

	Helton, Bob
	GDF Suez
	

	Houston, John
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Lange, Clif
	South Texas Electric Cooperative
	Alt. Rep. for H. Wood

	Lewis, William
	Cirro Group
	

	McCann, James
	Brownsville PUB
	

	Minnix, Kyle
	Brazos Electric Power Cooperative
	

	Naylor, David
	Rayburn Country Electric Cooperative
	

	Nelson, Stuart
	LCRA
	

	Ögelman, Kenan
	CPS Energy
	

	Pridgeon, Marcus
	CMC Steel Texas
	

	Smith, Bill
	Air Liquide
	

	Stephenson, Randa
	Lone Star Transmission
	

	Wagner, Marguerite
	Edison Mission
	

	Wall, Allison
	Spark Energy
	


Guests:

	Bryant, Mark
	PUCT
	Via Teleconference

	Burke, Tom
	ACES
	

	Burkhalter, Bob
	ABB
	

	Calzada, Gricelda
	AEP
	Via Teleconference

	Carlson, Trent
	JP Morgan
	

	Coke, Gary
	GVEC
	Via Teleconference

	Coleman, Diana Leese
	PUCT
	Via Teleconference

	Cote, Daryl
	Hartigen
	

	English, Barksdale
	Austin Energy
	

	Firestone, Joel
	TPM
	

	Flowers, BJ
	Sharyland
	

	Galvin, Jim
	Energy Future Holdings
	Via Teleconference

	Hastings, David
	DHastCo
	Via Teleconference

	Hatfield, Bill
	LCRA
	

	Hedrick, Bridget
	Sharyland
	

	Holloway, Harry
	GDF Suez
	

	Horseman, Todd
	Consert
	

	Jones, Liz
	Oncor
	

	Jones, Randy
	Calpine
	

	Jordan, Adam
	Edison Mission
	Via Teleconference

	Kee, David
	CPS Energy
	

	Lee, Jim
	Direct Energy
	

	Looney, Sherry
	Luminant
	Via Teleconference

	Lovis, Justin
	Consert
	

	Lyons, Chris
	Exelon
	Via Teleconference

	McCamant, Frank
	McCamant Consulting
	Via Teleconference

	McClellan, Suzi
	Good Company Associates
	

	Meehan, Colin
	Comverge
	Via Teleconference

	Micek, Kassia
	Platts
	Via Teleconference

	Miller, Jake
	EDF Trading
	Via Teleconference

	Morris, Sandy
	Direct Energy
	

	Muñoz, Manuel
	CenterPoint Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Reid, Walter
	Wind Coalition
	

	Rodriguez, Kristen
	EPE
	

	Rothschild, Eric
	GDS Associates
	Via Teleconference

	Sandidge, Clint
	Noble Solutions
	

	Schatz, John
	TXU Energy
	

	Scott, Kathy
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Shafer, Dave
	ABB
	

	Siddiqi, Shams
	Crescent Power
	Via Teleconference

	Smith, Caitlin
	Potomac Economics
	Via Teleconference

	Swanson, Eileen
	
	

	Thompson, David
	Austin Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Totten, Jess
	Stratus Energy
	

	Trout, Seth
	CES
	

	Varnell, John
	Tenaska Power Services
	

	Walker, DeAnn
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Whittle, Brandon
	Stratus Energy Group
	

	Wittmeyer, Bob
	DME
	

	Woodruff, Taylor
	Oncor
	

	Worley, Eli
	Tenaska Power Services
	Via Teleconference

	Zake, Diana
	Lone Star Transmission
	Via Teleconference


ERCOT Staff:

	Albracht, Brittney
	
	

	Bauld, Mandy
	
	Via Teleconference

	Bernecker, John
	
	Via Teleconference

	Bivens, Carrie
	
	

	Boren, Ann
	
	

	Clifton, Suzy
	
	Via Teleconference

	Coon, Patrick
	
	Via Teleconference

	Day, Betty
	
	

	Du, Pengwei
	
	Via Teleconference

	Farley, Karen
	
	Via Teleconference

	Gnanam, Prabhu
	
	Via Teleconference

	Hobbs, Kristi
	
	

	Landry, Kelly
	
	Via Teleconference

	Levine, Jonathan
	
	Via Teleconference

	Mikus, Jackie
	
	

	Moorty, Sai
	
	

	Opheim, Calvin
	
	Via Teleconference

	Raish, Carl
	
	Via Teleconference

	Ruane, Mark
	
	Via Teleconference

	Sharma, Sandip
	
	Via Teleconference

	Shaw, Pamela
	
	Via Teleconference

	Surendran, Resmi
	
	Via Teleconference

	Teixeira, Jay
	
	Via Teleconference

	Tozer, Matt
	
	Via Teleconference

	Xiao, Hong
	
	Via Teleconference


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.
2013 TAC Chair Kenan Ögelman called the September 5, 2013 TAC meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.
Antitrust Admonition
Mr. Ögelman directed attention to the Antitrust Admonition, which was displayed.  A copy of the Antitrust Guidelines was available for review. 
ERCOT Board Update

Mr. Ögelman reported the disposition of voting items considered at the August 14, 2013 ERCOT Board meeting, and noted that Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) Commissioner Ken Anderson challenged stakeholders to shorten the Settlement timeline.  Mr. Ogelman added that the Commercial Operations Subcommittee (COPS) has hosted one workshop and will schedule another, and urged all Entities to participate fully in the workshops and vetting forthcoming proposals.

Annual TAC and Subcommittee Structural/Procedural Review

Randa Stephenson related discussions held at the August 1, 2013 TAC leadership meeting, and noted there were no suggested changes to the structure of current stakeholder groups, but that attendees debated standardizing the comment filing processes for working groups and task forces; potential improvements to the appeals process; and the need for more workshops in addressing issues of interest to multiple stakeholder groups.  Some Market Participants expressed concern that comments filed in the name of a stakeholder group carries the imprimatur of the group, but without the assurance of adequate representation; and that TAC should consider revisions to the TAC Procedures to address a consistent filing methodology.

Market Participants discussed improvements to the appeals process; the need for language to appeal decisions of subcommittees; and whether the definition of an act of TAC should be broadened beyond super majorities to include simple majorities.  Mr. Ögelman offered to bring language for consideration at the October 3, 2013 TAC meeting to offer as a recommendation to the ERCOT Board Procedures.  
Approval of Draft TAC Meeting Minutes (see Key Documents)

July 2, 2013
Bob Helton moved to approve the July 2, 2013 TAC meeting minutes as posted.  Stuart Nelson seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) Report (see Key Documents)
John Varnell presented Revision Requests for TAC consideration.
Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 527, Required Combined Cycle Telemetry for Operational Awareness and PDCWG Analysis

NPRR543, Message for Confirmed E-Tags

NPRR545, Removal of Reference to Wave Traps

NPRR546, Removal of References to RUC Notifications

NPRR548, Remove NPRR153 Grey Boxes and Clarify Fixed Quantity Block Treatment in the DAM

NPRR553, Monthly BLT Payment and Charge for Presidio Exception

NPRR557, Administrative Change for August 1, 2013 Nodal Protocols – Urgent

Clayton Greer moved to recommend approval of NPRR527, NPRR543, NPRR545, NPRR546, NPRR548, NPRR553, and NPRR557 as recommended by PRS in the respective 7/18/13 and 8/22/13 PRS Reports.  Mr. Helton seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NPRR547, Governor Test Data

Adrianne Brandt moved to recommend approval of NPRR547 as recommended by PRS in the 7/18/13 PRS Report and as amended by the 9/3/13 Austin Energy comments.  Clif Lange seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NPRR552, Additional Counter-Party Criteria – Urgent 
Mr. Helton moved to recommend approval of NPRR552 as recommended by PRS in the 7/18/13 PRS Report and as amended by the 8/15/13 ERCOT comments.  Keith Emery seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NPRR554, Clarification of Future Credit Exposure Calculation – Urgent  
Market Participants reviewed the 7/29/13 Luminant comments and corrections to a defined term.

Amanda Frazier moved to recommend approval of NPRR554 as recommended by PRS in the 7/18/13 PRS Report, as amended by the 7/29/13 Luminant comments and as revised by TAC.  Mr. Helton seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NPRR524, Resource Limits in Providing Ancillary Service - Urgent
Mr. Helton moved to recommend approval of NPRR524 as recommended by PRS in the 8/22/13 PRS Report.  Mr. Greer seconded them motion.  The motion carried with one abstention from the Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP) Market Segment.

Ms. Frazier voiced support for the 2013 prioritization of NPRR524 and complimented ERCOT for working to deliver projects as quickly and efficiently as possible, but raised concern that a number of Revision Requests do not yet have assigned projects, in particular NPRR327, State Estimator Data Reduction Methodology.  ERCOT Staff explained that the NPRR is delayed due to resource constraints.  
NPRR536, ERS Time Obligation Certainty

Mr. Ögelman moved to recommend approval of NPRR536 as recommended by PRS in the 7/18/13 PRS Report.  Mr. Nelson seconded the motion.  The motion carried with two abstentions from the IPM and IOU Market Segments.

NPRR549, Clarification for Posting Transmission Loss Factors

Ms. Frazier moved to recommend approval of NPRR549 as recommended by PRS in the 8/22/13 PRS Report.  Mr. Lange seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NPRR551, Posting of Annual Planning Model – Urgent  

Marguerite Wagner moved to recommend approval of NPRR551 as recommended by PRS in the 7/18/13 PRS Report and as amended by the 8/29/13 ERCOT comments.  Mr. Greer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
NPRR532, Performance Measurement and Verification and Telemetry Requirements for Load Resources Providing Non-Spin - Urgent
NPRR555, Load Resource Participation in Security-Constrained Economic Dispatch - Urgent
Requirements for Aggregate Load Resource Participation in the ERCOT Markets 

Paul Wattles opined that NPRR532, NPRR555, and Requirements for Aggregate Load Resource Participation in the ERCOT Markets should be considered and advanced together; and encouraged TAC to support recent ERCOT comments to the Revision Requests.  Market Participants reviewed the revised Impact Analysis for NPRR555 and discussed potential savings associated with implementing NPRR532 and NPRR555 together; that implementation timelines will likely not be shortened; that it is believed that ERCOT will be able to support concurrent implementation of the Operating Reserve Demand Curve (ORDC); and that there might be impacts to longer term projects for Energy Management System (EMS) and Market Management System (MMS) upgrades.
Mr. Ögelman moved to recommend approval of NPRR532 and NPRR555 as recommended by PRS in the respective 8/22/13 PRS Reports and as amended by the respective 8/29/13 ERCOT comments; to approve Requirements for Aggregate Load Resource Participation in the ERCOT Markets with an effective date corresponding to the implementation of NPRR532; and to add Requirements for Aggregate Load Resource Participation in the ERCOT Markets to the list of Other Binding Documents.  Danny Bivens seconded the motion.  Ms. Frazier reiterated her concern that the limited deployment of Loads in Security-Constrained Economic Dispatch (SCED) is a missed opportunity, and that she looks forward to developing a more meaningful second phase.  Mr. Wattles noted that ERCOT remains committed to organizing a Phase 2 workshop within 30 days of ERCOT Board approval of the Revision Requests.  The motion carried with one abstention from the Investor Owned Utility (IOU) Market Segment.

Notice of PRS Reprioritization of NPRR210, Wind Forecasting Change to P50, Synchronization with PRR841 
Mr. Varnell noted that PRS voted at the August 22, 2013 PRS meeting to reprioritize NPRR210, resulting in a priority of 2014 and a rank of 110.

Items Previously Tabled at TAC (see Key Documents)

Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) 112, Synchronization with NPRR517, Revisions to the Telemetry Standards and State Estimator Standards Approval Process 
Mr. Ögelman moved to approve NOGRR112 as recommended by the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) in the 6/13/13 ROS Report.  John Houston seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Remove Principals of Consistency Document from TAC Approved Procedures
Ms. Frazier expressed concern that policy issues remain unsettled; that additional work is needed to ensure model consistency for the sake of both market and reliability impacts; and that to remove the Principals of Consistency document might convey that all issues are fully addressed.  Ms. Wagner agreed that from an operations perspective, models have been aligned, but that from a market perspective, model alignment issues remain.  Market Participants debated whether further tabling of the question would be sufficient, or if a new directive would be more productive; and discussed the necessity of rules pertaining to data, timelines and model fidelity for the sake of accurate hedging.  ERCOT Staff offered to bring a review of the Congestion Revenue Right (CRR) model construction process to the Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS).
Jennifer Bevill moved to remove Principals of Consistency Document from TAC Approved Procedures, and to direct WMS to develop market rules regarding the construction of the CRR model.  Ms. Brandt seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one abstention from the IOU Market Segment.
ROS Report (see Key Documents)

Harry Holloway reviewed recent ROS activity and presented items for TAC consideration.
Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) 113, Synchronization with NPRR536, ERS Time Obligation Certainty
Kristi Hobbs recommended that NOGRR113 be tabled at TAC to allow the related NPRR536 to be considered at the November 19, 2013 ERCOT Board meeting.  

Mr. Helton moved to table NOGRR113.  Phillip Boyd seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
NOGRR115, Update to List of CREZ Circuits and Stations 

NOGRR118, Hydro Responsive Test Reporting
Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) 029, Deadline for Regional Transmission Plan
ERCOT Nodal ICCP Handbook 
Revised ROS Procedures
Mr. Helton moved to approve NOGRR115 and PGRR029 as recommended by ROS in the respective 7/11/13 ROS Reports; to approve NOGRR118 as recommended by ROS in the 8/15/13 ROS Report; to approve the revised ERCOT Nodal ICCP Handbook and revised ROS Procedures as submitted.  Mr. Greer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

WMS (see Key Documents)
Revised ERCOT Business Practice: Non-Spinning Reserve Service Deployment and Recall Procedure 

Seth Cochran noted due to the advance of NPRR555, the Non-Spinning Reserve Service Deployment and Recall Procedure requires revision.
Ms. Frazier moved to remand the Non-Spinning Reserve Service Deployment and Recall Procedure to WMS.  Mr. Greer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Cochran reported WMS would give discussion to ERCOT’s use of the long term forecast in the Capacity, Demand, Reserves (CDR) Report.  Mr. Greer noted the criticism that the non-farm low Load forecast does not seem to correlate with the ERCOT’s current Load growth.
Retail Market Subcommittee (RMS) Report (see Key Documents)
Rob Bevill reviewed recent RMS activities.
Retail Market Guide Revision Request (RMGRR) 115, Manual Work-Around Processes to be Utilized During Extended Retail Outages 
Ms. Frazier moved to approve RMGRR115 as recommended by RMS in the 8/21/13 RMS Report.  Mr. Greer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Cochran asked if RMS would consider reviewing the Mass Transition process for any efficiencies related to the Real-Time credit multipliers.  Mr. R. Bevill offered that should the timeline requirements pertaining to Provider of Last Resort (POLR) be shortened, RMS would certainly review operational implications.  Market Participants discussed the need to review the process to understand system capabilities; and what might be done to reduce risk in the market should a large retail Entity default.  Mr. Ögelman requested that RMS take up initial discussion of the issue, and allowed that additional assignments to other subcommittees may be necessary.
COPS Report (see Key Documents)
Harika Basaran reviewed recent COPS activities.
Revised COPS Procedures 
Ms. Frazier moved to approve the revised COPS Procedures as submitted.  Mr. Helton seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Workshop Update: Reducing the Settlement Timeline
Ms. Basaran reviewed highlights of the August 29, 2013 COPS workshop, Next Steps to Reduce the Real-Time Settlement Timeline.  Eric Goff noted his intent to file an NPRR for Operating Day plus one Settlement using either telemetry, Base Points, best available raw data or Load Profile data.  Market Participants discussed the implications of non-conforming Load that does not lend itself to Load Profiles; and the possibility of different Settlement timelines for large clearances where there is good data versus items that require more time for accuracy.  Mark Ruane reviewed the Settlement cycle effect on credit exposure.  Mr. Ögelman urged all Market Participants to ensure their organizations engage the discussions.  Ms. Basaran noted that COPS would not meet on September 10, 2013, but would instead host another workshop on that date.
ERCOT Operations, Planning, and IT Report (see Key Documents)
Weather Sensitive Emergency Response Service (ERS) Pilot Update

Brad Jones reminded Market Participants the Weather Sensitive ERS pilot concludes at the end of September 2013 and reported good response rates from participants.  Mr. B. Jones opined that the pilot will have run its course and need not be extended through Fall or Winter 2013, and reported that as parties are developing an NPRR to move the initiative into the Nodal Protocols, ERCOT will not seek to advance NPRR505, ERS Weather-Sensitive Loads.  Mr. B. Jones added that ERCOT will present data at both the respective November 7 and November 19, 2013 TAC and ERCOT Board meetings.  Ms. Wagner requested that ERCOT report testing timeframes, location of participating Loads by zone, resultant MWs, deployments, and instruction compliance.  Ms. Wagner suggested that forthcoming Revision Requests address metrics for both under- and over-provision.  

Other Business

Examination of Ancillary Services

Ms. Stephenson noted that a workshop regarding Primary Frequency Response and Ancillary Services would be scheduled for mid-October 2013.  Mr. Greer requested that ERCOT circulate a white paper in time to generate questions in advance of the workshop.

Future Agenda Items

Mr. Greer asked if ERCOT would provide Market Participants with an in-depth review of the Revision Request in development around the ORDC.  Mr. B. Jones noted that ERCOT’s draft is due to the PUCT before there is time for market comment; that ERCOT desires stakeholder input on a number of questions such as the shape of the curve, value of the contingency levels, and whether to maintain or eliminate existing floors; and that ERCOT invites additional questions to weigh.  Market Participants discussed a number of potential issues, including the Value of Lost Load (VOLL); settlement issues; operating reserves; performance criteria; funding mechanisms; and uplift.  
TAC Schedule

Regarding concerns raised in the 9/3/13 Johnson Controls comments to NPRR555, Mr. Ögelman reiterated TAC’s sensitivity to schedules, noted that the draft TAC meeting schedule is published a year in advance, that public and private comment is invited, and that efforts are made to avoid conflicts, but that concerns must be balanced against the reality of deadlines.  Mr. Emery concurred and opined that the Revision Request comment process should not be utilized to subvert the annual meeting scheduling process.
Adjournment
Mr. Ögelman adjourned the September 5, 2013 TAC meeting at 12:14 p.m.
� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2013/09/20130905-TAC" �http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2013/09/20130905-TAC� 
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