TAC Report

	NPRR Number
	549
	NPRR Title
	Clarification for Posting Transmission Loss Factors

	Timeline
	Normal
	Action
	Recommended Approval

	Date of Decision
	September 5, 2013

	Proposed Effective Date
	December 1, 2013

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	Not applicable.

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision 
	13.2.4, Seasonal Transmission Loss Factor Calculation

13.2.5, Loss Monitoring

	Market Guide Section(s) Requiring Revision 
	None.

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) clarifies the posting requirements for Transmission Loss Factors (TLFs).

	Reason for Revision
	Per Section 13.2.4, TLFs are calculated for each of the four seasons and are posted to the Market Information System (MIS) Public Area prior to the start of the year.  This NPRR aligns the Protocols with current practice by clarifying that ERCOT will post the seasonal TLFs for the next four seasons beginning with the Spring season.  Additionally, since the monthly base cases used to calculate the TLFs are classified as Critical Energy Infrastructure Information (CEII) and therefore cannot be posted to the MIS Public Area, the provision requiring the inclusion of the monthly base cases in the posting has been deleted.  The monthly base cases will continue to be posted on the Planning and Operations Information site.

	Credit Impacts
	To be determined.

	Procedural History
	· On 6/24/13, NPRR549 and an Impact Analysis were posted.

· On 7/18/13, PRS considered NPRR549.

· On 8/22/13, PRS considered the 7/18/13 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR549.

· On 9/5/13, TAC considered NPRR549.

	PRS Decision 
	On 7/18/13, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR549 as submitted.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

On 8/22/13, PRS voted to endorse and forward the 7/18/13 PRS Report as revised by PRS and the Impact Analysis for NPRR549 to TAC.  There was one opposing vote from the Independent Generator Market Segment.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 7/18/13, there was no discussion.

On 8/22/13, it was requested that the language in Section 13.2.5 be reinstated as the cost of losses associated with the evaluation of transmission additions is not clearly stated in the Planning Guide.

	TAC Decision
	On 9/5/13, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR549 as recommended by PRS in the 8/22/13 PRS Report.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of TAC Discussion
	On 9/5/13, there was no discussion.

	ERCOT Opinion
	ERCOT supports approval of NPRR549.


	Business Case

	1
	· Provides clarification of existing Protocol language so that it aligns with the current business process.


	Sponsor

	Name
	James Teixeira

	E-mail Address
	jteixeira@ercot.com

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512-248-6582

	Cell Number
	512-656-6734

	Market Segment
	Not applicable.


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Yvette M. Landin

	E-Mail Address
	ylandin@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-4513


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	None.
	


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


13.2.4
Seasonal Transmission Loss Factor Calculation

(1)
Seasonal on-peak and off-peak TLFs are derived from the annually updated ERCOT on-peak and off-peak load flow base cases analysis by ERCOT.  Base cases reflect the most current data on the transmission system and Generation Resource dispatch.  The ERCOT Transmission Grid topology and related Generation Resource dispatch in the base cases are the critical factors in calculating losses.  Seasonal time periods are defined as follows:

(a)
Spring (March – May)

(b)
Summer (June – September)

(c)
Fall (October – November)

(d)
Winter (December – February)  

(2)
ERCOT shall calculate seasonal TLFs by dividing ERCOT seasonal case transmission losses (60 kV system and higher) by the ERCOT seasonal base Load adjusted (reduced) for self-serve Load modeled in the case.  The resulting TLFs are expressed as a percentage of Load.

(3)
ERCOT shall post the seasonal TLFs to the MIS Public Area prior to the start of the year for the next four seasons beginning with the Spring season.  .

13.2.5
Loss Monitoring

ERCOT shall monitor Transmission Losses annually and will investigate any abnormal loss factors.  ERCOT and TSPs shall use the cost of losses as one criterion in evaluating the need for transmission additions.
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