Regional Planning Group (RPG) Meeting Notes
August 27, 2013

Agenda
· Welcome and Antitrust Admonition

· Introductions

· Miscellaneous Updates

· System Reconfiguration to support Barber Lake Switching Station

· Houston Import Project

· Panhandle Study Update

· Regional Transmission Plan Study Update

· West Texas Sensitivity Study

Miscellaneous Update
· Warren Lasher of ERCOT announced that a draft of the report for the DOE funded Long Term Study will be posted in several weeks. The DOE funding has been fully utilized. 
· It will be posted for ~ a month for stakeholder comments before issuing the final report to the DOE. 
· The additional third party reports to be included are:

· Long Term Assessment of Natural Gas Infrastructure to serve Electric Needs within ERCOT by Black & Veatch.
· ERCOT Solar Generation Patterns by URS.

· Simulation of Wind Generation Patterns for the ERCOT Service Area by AWS Truepower

· Water Resource Adequacy Assessment by Black & Veatch.
· Review of ERCOT’s Transmission Planning Process and Metrics by The Brattle Group. 

· Regarding KERMIT, Warren commented that nothing new will be in the report that the RPG members have not already seen. However, this effort will be continuing.
System Reconfiguration to support Barber Lake Switching Station
· Michael Juricek presented for ONCOR in this regard.
· Loss of one Morgan Creek – China Grove line results in the other line loading to 100% of rating.
· Loss of Kinder Morgan generation unit and one Morgan Creek – China Grove line results in the other line loading to 107% of rating.
· Activating the China Grove SPS #28 relieves loadings to 70% and 75%, respectively. It is important to understand that these lines are two separate lines not a double circuit.
· Mike agreed to check with the ONCOR planners to find out what cases were used for this analysis.
· The proposed reconfiguration is to open the bus tie breakers keeping Morgan Creek – Barber Lake – China Grove lines separate. This addresses loading concerns prior to the upgrade of Morgan Creek – Barber Lake 138 kV lines.
· With the reconfiguration and the Series Reactors normally in-service, the prior N-1, ERCOT-1 or G-1 + N-1 loading issues are relieved and there are no additional loading concerns.
Houston Import Project
· CenterPoint, Lone Star and Cross Texas all presented on this subject.
· Wayne Kemper presented for CenterPoint.
· He gave the following background as the reasons for the proposed import path into Houston:

· The tie line capability is limited to approximately 6500 MW currently
· Generation: 
· Previously or currently mothballed units: 1367 MW.
· Additional units approaching 50 years old: 1174 MW.
· Recent generation additions have been relatively small.
· Houston is a non-attainment zone.
· Proposed Pondera (1300 -1380MW) has not provided Notice to Proceed  since signing SGIA in 2010 
· Recent ERCOT publications (2012 Constraints and Needs report and 2012 Long Term System Assessment) show the need for an additional import path into Houston.
· CNP has serious concerns about the reliability/resource adequacy for the Houston load pocket because of the limited import capability.
· 25 options were studied and reduced to five which were further reduced to three. These are:
· Option 15: Twin Oak-Zenith (including system improvements).

· Option 24: Ragan Creek-Zenith (including system improvements).
· Option 25: Limestone-Ragan Creek-Zenith (including system improvements).

· Matthew Gomes presented for Lonestar.

· Matt pointed out that with 3 proposals each for Houston import from three different TDSP’s, ERCOT has the unique opportunity to:
· perform a comprehensive, comparative analysis of the various options. 
· identify a solution that will provide lasting reliability benefits for the fast-growing Houston area.
· coordinate major studies in development related to oil and gas load and Panhandle wind with Houston import to achieve benefits both to Houston and to the larger grid.
· Lonestar made three proposals all involving Navarro

· Navarro to King 345 kV with 50% Series Compensation
· Navarro to King 500 kV
· Navarro to Gibbons to Zenith 345 kV
· Timothy Cook and Eric Schroeder presented for Cross Texas Transmission and Garland Power & Light.
· They referred to the ERCOT 2012 Long Term System Assessment in their presentation.
· They studied ten options and reduced it to three which are:
· Gibbons Creek-Zenith

· Gibbons Creek-Tomball

· Limestone-Gibbons Creek-Zenith

· One option considered was “Base without new transmission” with $232M in upgrades. It was felt that the downtime would be hard to manage.

· ERCOT’s role.
· ERCOT would conduct an independent review, a single review for all proposals. This review can start as soon as two out of the three proposals is out of study mode. 
· ERCOT would present their approach for the independent review and entertain questions at the next RPG.

· This will be a Tier 1 project. The final proposal would have to go to the TAC and then to the ERCOT Board.

· John Moore asked if other alternatives would be considered. Jeff responded that the RTP Team has been asked to think out of the box.

· Walter Reid of the Wind Coalition asked if ERCOT could use generation as a tool for reliability. Jeff’s response was that ERCOT does not have the option in the protocols to act in this fashion.
PLWG Update
· John Moore of Stratus Energy presented on this subject.

· He encouraged full stakeholder participation in review of PGRR031: “Implement 95% Facility Rating Limit in Planning Criteria”. The PLWG meeting was held on 28Aug2013.
· The active PGRRs under consideration are:

· PGRR028  “Evaluation of Compliance of Reactive Requirements”
ERCOT will present updated PGRR language at the September PLWG meeting.
· PGRR030  “New Planning Guide Section 8A, Declaration of Resource Data Accuracy”
The PLWG considered ERCOT’s most recent revisions (status of water rights) for final approval at August PLWG meeting.
· PGRR031  “Implement 95% Facility Rating Limit in Planning Criteria”
A detailed review of filed stakeholder comments was performed at the August PLWG meeting. 
Panhandle Study Update

· Fred Huang of ERCOT presented the Panhandle Renewable Energy Zone (PREZ) Study Preliminary Results.
· He noted that the Generation projects will exceed the CREZ design capacity for the Panhandle area (based on the CREZ Reactive Study “Initial Build” recommendations).
· The purpose of this study is to provide a project roadmap for both ERCOT and TSP’s to accommodate additional generation resources in the study area. 
· A list of potential system upgrade projects. 

· Triggers for when those projects will be recommended. 

·  A list of wind projects was presented with signed Generation Interconnection Agreements totaling 3489 MW as of July2013. Only two have financial commitments. Therefore, this study can be viewed as “what if” information for the market.
· It is still considered as a good idea for a vendor of Synchronous Condensers to make a presentation to the RPG.
Regional Transmission Plan Study Update
· Prabhu Gnanam of ERCOT presented on this subject.

· The RTP start cases and the initial previous projects have been posted on the POI site.

· The RTP team plans to talk with the TSP’s in ~ two weeks.

· Prabhu will check to see if the mothballed generation has been removed from the 2014 case.

West Texas Sensitivity Study
· Prabhu also presented on this subject.

· ERCOT is conducting a study to analyze the system needs in west Texas due to the oil and gas load growth. 
· The 2015 and 2017 steady-state reliability and economic analysis includes:

· The final summer peak cases from the 2012 5YTP with an updated load forecast from the TDSPs.
· The cases include all recently approved RPG projects in the area as well as the 2012 5YTP projects.
· One economic project was proposed in the Far West in 2017: Andrews North 138/69 kV autotransformer #1 upgrade in 2017.
· This economic project will not eliminate any of the reliability projects.
The next RPG meeting will be on 24Sept2013 at 9:30am.
