MEMO
PRS Memo to 09/05/13 TAC

Date: 
August 29, 2013
To:
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Representatives

From:
John Varnell, Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) Vice Chair 
Subject: Nodal Protocol Revision Requests (NPRRs)
	Issue: 
Consideration of the following Revision Requests recommended for approval by PRS:
· NPRR524, Resource Limits in Providing Ancillary Service - Urgent
· NPRR527, Required Combined Cycle Telemetry for Operational Awareness and PDCWG Analysis
· NPRR532, Performance Measurement and Verification and Telemetry Requirements for Load Resources Providing Non-Spin - Urgent
· NPRR536, ERS Time Obligation Certainty*
· NPRR543, Message for Confirmed E-Tags

· NPRR545, Removal of Reference to Wave Traps*

· NPRR546, Removal of References to RUC Notifications*

· NPRR547, Governor Test Data* 
· NPRR548, Remove NPRR153 Grey Boxes and Clarify Fixed Quantity Block Treatment in the DAM

· NPRR549, Clarification for Posting Transmission Loss Factors*
· NPRR551,  Posting of Annual Planning Model - Urgent*

· NPRR552, Additional Counter-Party Criteria - Urgent *
· NPRR553, Monthly BLT Payment and Charge for Presidio Exception

· NPRR554, Clarification of Future Credit Exposure Calculation - Urgent*
· NPRR555, Load Resource Participation in Security-Constrained Economic Dispatch – Urgent
· NPRR557, Administrative Change for August 1, 2013 Nodal Protocols – Urgent*
 (*) denotes no impacts

	Background/History: 
Unless otherwise noted: (i) all Market Segments were present for each vote and (ii) ERCOT Credit Staff and the Credit Work Group (Credit WG) have reviewed the revision request and do not believe it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability. 
NPRRs Recommended for Approval
· NPRR524, Resource Limits in Providing Ancillary Service [GDF Suez] – Urgent.
Proposed Effective Date:  October 1, 2013 (for manual workaround); Upon System Implementation – Priority 2013; Rank 890 (for automation)
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  $50k - $75k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to Network Modeling and Management System (NMMS), Energy Management System (EMS), and Information Systems Master (ISM); no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) will allow Generation Resources with supplemental capacity that is not always frequency responsive to provide the supplemental capacity to the market and also continue to participate in the Responsive Reserve (RRS) Service market.     
PRS Decision:  On 7/18/13, PRS voted to grant NPRR524 Urgent status, recommend approval of NPRR524 as amended by the 6/11/13 ERCOT comments, and direct that NPRR524 return to PRS with an Impact Analysis.  There were two opposing votes from the Consumer Market Segment and six abstentions from the Independent Generator, Independent Power Marketer (IPM) (2), Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP), Investor Owned Utility (IOU) and Municipal Market Segments.  On 8/22/13, PRS voted to endorse and forward the 7/18/13 PRS Report as amended by the 7/30/13 Luminant comments and Impact Analysis for NPRR524 to TAC with a recommended priority of 2013 and rank of 890.  There were six abstentions from the IREP, Consumer (2), IOU, Municipal and IPM Market Segments.
· NPRR527, Required Combined Cycle Telemetry for Operational Awareness and PDCWG Analysis [ERCOT].
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon System Implementation – Priority 2014; Rank 990 
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  $100k - $110k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to NMMS; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR requires Combined Cycle Generation Resources to telemeter individual High Sustainable Limits (HSLs) for gas and steam turbines.  The HSLs for combustion and steam turbines were previously submitted in the zonal market and ERCOT requests this practice be resumed in the Nodal market.       
PRS Decision:  On 7/18/13, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR527 as amended by the 6/20/13 PDCWG comments and as revised by PRS.  On 8/22/13, PRS voted to endorse and forward the 7/18/13 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR527 to TAC with a recommended priority of 2014 and rank of 990.  There was one abstention from the Consumer Market Segment.  
· NPRR532, Performance Measurement and Verification and Telemetry Requirements for Load Resources Providing Non-Spin [Demand Side Working Group (DSWG)] – Urgent.
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon System Implementation – Priority 2013; Rank 865 

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  $375k - $425k (system implementation) and $120k - $130k (annual recurring O&M); 0.5 full-time equivalents (FTEs) requiring one FTE in Demand Integration department; impacts to Market Management System (MMS), EMS, NMMS, Enterprise Integration (EI), ISM, and Market Information System (MIS); ERCOT business functions will be updated; ERCOT grid operations and practices will be updated.
Revision Description:  This NPRR enables participation in the Non-Spinning Reserve (Non-Spin) Service market for Load Resources whose provision of Demand response is most accurately measured and verified using a baseline performance evaluation methodology; establishes a method for evaluating Non-Spin performance using a baseline methodology, which compares actual Load to a reliable estimate of what the Load would have been in the absence of the deployment; and establishes new telemetry requirements for Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) representing Load Resources in the Non-Spin market to allow ERCOT’s systems to monitor the status and performance of those Load Resources in Real-Time.       
PRS Decision:  On 6/20/13, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR532 as amended by the 6/18/13 Citigroup Energy comments.  There was one opposing vote from the Independent Generator Market Segment and five abstentions from the Consumer, Independent Generator, IPM and IOU (2) Market Segments.  On 8/22/13, PRS voted to grant NPRR532 Urgent status.  There was one abstention from the Consumer Market Segment.  PRS then unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 7/18/13 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR532 to TAC with a recommended priority of 2013 and rank of 865.  Credit review pending.
· NPRR536, ERS Time Obligation Certainty [DSWG].
Proposed Effective Date:  December 1, 2013
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; ERCOT business functions will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR strikes language which has the effect of creating an uncertain and indefinite obligation to provide ongoing Demand response capacity in an Emergency Condition.     
PRS Decision:  On 6/20/13, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR536 as submitted.  There were two opposing votes from the IPM and IOU Market Segments and one abstention from the Consumer Market Segment.  On 7/18/13, PRS voted to endorse and forward the 6/20/13 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR536 to TAC.  There was one abstention from the IOU Market Segment.    
· NPRR543, Message for Confirmed E-Tags [Tenaska].
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon System Implementation – Priority 2014; Rank 980
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  $40k - $60k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to MIS, MMS, EI, and MMS User Interface (MMS UI); no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  
Revision Description:  This NPRR provides for notification when a confirmed Electronic Tag (e-Tag) is downloaded, cancelled, or curtailed by ERCOT’s systems.
PRS Decision:  On 6/20/13, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR543 as submitted.  There was one abstention from the IOU Market Segment.  On 7/18/13, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 6/20/13 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR543 to TAC with a recommended priority of 2014 and rank of 980.  
· NPRR545, Removal of Reference to Wave Traps [ERCOT].
Proposed Effective Date:  December 1, 2013
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  
Revision Description:  This NPRR removes a reference to wave traps as this equipment is not modeled in ERCOT systems.
PRS Decision:  On 6/20/13, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR545 as submitted.   On 7/18/13, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 6/20/13 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR545 to TAC.
· NPRR546, Removal of References to RUC Notifications [ERCOT].
Proposed Effective Date:  December 1, 2013
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  
Revision Description:  This NPRR removes outstanding references to “Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC) Notifications.”  This language is no longer relevant as a result of changes made through NPRR321, Allow Change to Energy Offer Curve MW Amounts in the Adjustment Period, which was approved by the ERCOT Board on 9/20/11.

PRS Decision:  On 6/20/13, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR546 as submitted.  On 7/18/13, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 6/20/13 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR546 to TAC.  
· NPRR547, Governor Test Data [ERCOT].
Proposed Effective Date:  December 1, 2013
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  
Revision Description:  This NPRR aligns the Protocols with current practice by clarifying that Governor test results are made available to Transmission Service Providers (TSPs).

PRS Decision:  On 6/20/13, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR547 as submitted.  On 7/18/13, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 6/20/13 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR547 to TAC.

· NPRR548, Remove NPRR153 Grey Boxes and Clarify Fixed Quantity Block Treatment in the DAM [ERCOT].
Proposed Effective Date:  December 1, 2013
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  
Revision Description:  This NPRR removes the grey boxes that are pending implementation of system changes associated with NPRR153, Generation Resource Fixed Quantity Block.  Further, this NPRR provides clarification for how the Day-Ahead Market (DAM) currently considers block offers and bids for Ancillary Services.

PRS Decision:  On 7/18/13, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR548 as revised by PRS and to request that WMS review NPRR548 and submit comments.  On 8/22/13, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 7/18/13 PRS Report as amended by the 8/20/13 ERCOT comments and Impact Analysis for NPRR548 to TAC.  

· NPRR549, Clarification for Posting Transmission Loss Factors [ERCOT].
Proposed Effective Date:  December 1, 2013
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  
Revision Description:  This NPRR clarifies the posting requirements for Transmission Loss Factors (TLFs).

PRS Decision:  On 7/18/13, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR549 as submitted.  On 8/22/13, PRS voted to endorse and forward the 7/18/13 PRS Report as revised by PRS and Impact Analysis for NPRR549 to TAC.  There was one opposing vote from the Independent Generator Market Segment.  Credit review pending.
· NPRR551, Posting of Annual Planning Model [ERCOT] – Urgent.
Proposed Effective Date:  October 1, 2013
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR establishes the date for which ERCOT should post the Annual Planning Model consistent with current processes.  
PRS Decision:  On 7/18/13, PRS voted to grant NPRR551 Urgent status.  There was one opposing vote from the Independent Generator Market Segment and two abstentions from the IPM and Consumer Market Segments.  PRS then voted to recommend approval of NPRR551 as submitted and to forward to TAC.  There was one opposing vote from the Independent Generator Market Segment and one abstention from the IPM Market Segment.  
· NPRR552, Additional Counter-Party Criteria [ERCOT] – Urgent.
Proposed Effective Date:  October 1, 2013
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  Under the Commodity Futures Trading Commission’s (CFTC’s) “Final Order on RTO and ISO Exemption for Certain Specified Transactions” issued in response to the ISO/RTO Joint Application for Exemption (Final Order), to be eligible for the exemption, applicable transactions must be entered into by persons who are either “appropriate persons” or “eligible contract participants” as defined in the Commodity Exchange Act (CEA), or that meet other conditions as defined in the Final Order.  This NPRR incorporates these requirements into the Protocols and mandates an annual certification by Counter-Parties that they are in compliance.
PRS Decision:  On 7/18/13, PRS unanimously voted to grant NPRR552 Urgent status, to recommend approval of NPRR552 as submitted and to forward to TAC.  See 8/1/13 CWG comments.
· NPRR553, Monthly BLT Payment and Charge for Presidio Exception [Communications and Settlements Working Group (CSWG)].
Proposed Effective Date:  December 1, 2013 (for manual process); Upon System Implementation – Priority 2014; Rank 1000 (for automation) 
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  $10k - $25k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to Settlement and Billing (S&B); ERCOT business functions will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR introduces a new monthly charge type allocated through monthly Load Ratio Share (LRS) for energy associated with the Presidio Exception.
PRS Decision:  On 7/18/13, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR553 as submitted.  On 8/22/13, PRS voted to endorse and forward the 7/18/13 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR553 to TAC with a recommended priority of 2014 and rank of 1000.  There was one abstention from the Independent Generator Market Segment.  
· NPRR554, Clarification of Future Credit Exposure Calculation [ERCOT] – Urgent.
Proposed Effective Date:  October 1, 2013
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR clarifies certain language in Section 16.11.4.5, Determination of the Counter-Party Future Credit Exposure, that was introduced by NPRR484, Revisions to Congestion Revenue Rights Credit Calculations and Payments; and proposes (1) revisions to the Future Credit Exposure (FCE) calculation to explicitly recognize deferred Invoice-related exposure separate from mark-to-market exposure; (2) modification of certain variables and subscripts that would otherwise appear to require calculation of certain portfolio-level values based on path-specific inputs; and (3) various administrative revisions.  These changes are intended to be consistent with, and in furtherance of, the purposes of NPRR484.
PRS Decision:  On 7/18/13, PRS unanimously voted to grant NPRR554 Urgent status, to recommend approval of NPRR554 as submitted and to forward to TAC.  See 8/1/13 CWG comments.
· NPRR555, Load Resource Participation in Security-Constrained Economic Dispatch [ERCOT] – Urgent.
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon System Implementation – Priority 2013; Rank 865
Preliminary ERCOT Impact Analysis:  $300k - $500k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to MMS, EMS, S&B, EI, ISM, MIS, and Current Day Reports (CDR); ERCOT business functions and grid operations and practices will be updated.
Revision Description:  This NPRR enables Demand response from Controllable Load Resources, as re-defined, to be Dispatched by Security-Constrained Economic Dispatch (SCED) based on a Real-Time Market (RTM) Energy Bid;  clarifies the rules for participation in the RTM by newly-defined “Aggregate Load Resources” (ALRs), consisting of multiple metered sites within a single ERCOT Load Zone; and establishes a long-term solution for Controllable Load Resource provision of Non-Spin Service by allowing participating Controllable Load Resources providing Non-Spin to be Dispatched economically.
PRS Decision:  On 7/18/13, PRS voted to grant NPRR555 Urgent status, table NPRR555 and refer the issue to ROS and WMS.  There was one abstention from the Consumer Market Segment.  On 8/22/13, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR555 as amended by the 8/20/13 CPS Energy comments and as revised by PRS with a recommended priority of 2013 and rank of 865 and to establish a workshop within one month after ERCOT Board approval to consider a target deadline for and components of the next phase of Load Resource participation in SCED.  There was one abstention from the Municipal Market Segment.  PRS then voted to recommend the values for the X and Y variables relative to Base Point Deviation Charges and Controllable Load Resource Energy Deployment Performance (CLREDP) as set forth in the 8/15/13 WMS comments and 8/19/13 ROS comments and that these values be subject to approval and review by TAC and be posted to the MIS.  There were three abstentions from the Consumer (2) and IOU Market Segments.   Credit review pending.
· NPRR557, Clarification of Treatment of Holidays for RTM Settlement Timeline (formerly “Administrative Changes for August 1, 2013 Nodal Protocols”) [ERCOT] – Urgent.
Proposed Effective Date:  October 1, 2013
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR corrects one word in the Section 9.5.4 by replacing “withstanding” with “notwithstanding” to align the sentence with the purpose of addressing treatment of holidays.  

PRS Decision:  On 8/22/13, PRS unanimously voted to grant NPRR557 Urgent status; and to recommend approval of NPRR557 as amended by the 7/31/13 ERCOT comments.  Credit review pending.
Revision Requests Rejected
None.
Revision Requests Withdrawn (no TAC action required)
· NPRR490, Clarification of TSP Definition and Confidentiality Obligations [ERCOT]

Status of Pending Revision Requests (For Information Purposes Only):

Revision Requests Scheduled for Impact Analysis Review and Priority Assignment (if applicable) at the September 19, 2013 PRS Meeting   
· NPRR540, Clarification of Credible Single Contingency [OWG]

· NPRR550, Modifications to Planning Reserve Margin Inputs [GATF]

· NPRR559, Revisions to MCE Calculation [ERCOT]

Revision Requests Deferred or Tabled and/or Pending Input from Another Subcommittee
· NPRR190, Clarification of Resource Definitions and Resource Registration of Self-Serve Generators for Reliability Purposes [ERCOT]
· NPRR429, HASL Offset Provision [Morgan Stanley] 
· NPRR486, Calculation of Generation to be Dispatched [Luminant Energy]
· NPRR503, Removal of Language Related to NPRR219 [NDSWG]

· NPRR505, ERS Weather-Sensitive Loads [ERCOT]

· NPRR528, Clarification of Assessment of Chronic Congestion [ERCOT]

· NPRR529, Congestion Management Plan [ERCOT]

· NPRR533, Clarification of PCRR Eligibility Requirements [ERCOT]
· NPRR535, Resource Status Startup – Shutdown [GDF Suez]

· NPRR537, ERS Clearing Price [DSWG]

· NPRR541, SPS and RAP Modeling Clarification [ERCOT]

· NPRR542, Clarification of the Use of Emergency Condition [OWG]

· NPRR556, Resource Adequacy During Transmission Equipment Outage [Tenaska] – Urgent
· NPRR558, Addition of Bilateral Load Response Data to Protected Information List [Reliant]

· NPRR560, Caps and Floors for Energy Storage Resources [ETWG]

· SCR774, Enhancement to Outage Scheduler and Reports [Edison Mission]

New Revision Requests Scheduled for Consideration at the September 19, 2013 PRS Meeting 
· NPRR561, Clarification of Shutdown Telemetry Status [ERCOT]

· NPRR562, Subsynchronous Resonance [ERCOT]

· NPRR563, Credit Lock Standards [Morgan Stanley]

· NPRR564, Thirty-Minute Emergency Response Service (ERS) and Other ERS Revisions [ERCOT]

· NPRR565, Seasonal Generation Notifications [Luminant]

These Revision Requests and supporting materials are posted on the ERCOT website at the following link: 

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/nprotocols/nprr
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