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	NOGRR Number
	109
	NOGRR Title
	Revisions to Definition of Credible Single Contingency for Operations Planning 

	Timeline
	Normal
	Action
	Recommended Approval

	Date of Decision
	April 17, 2013

	Proposed Effective Date
	August 1, 2013

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	Not applicable.

	Operating Guide Section Requiring Revision
	1.4, Definitions

	Protocol Section(s) Requiring Revision
	None.

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) revises the definition of Credible Single Contingency for Operations Planning to align with actual practice.

	Reason for Revision
	This NOGRR is in response to the 2/14/13 ROS directive to the Operations Working Group (OWG) based on the recommendation of the Operations and Planning Synchronization Task Force (OPSTF) regarding Issue 6 of the OPSTF Issues List Matrix, which relates to the “[u]se of double circuit contingencies to develop operating limits.”  The OPSTF recommendation is as follows:

“OPSTF discussed a proposal that a DCKT outage be considered only if it caused a reliability problem.  The 'push-back' was that it is hard for the market to model contingencies that are sometimes run and sometimes not.  ERCOT commented that this would be complex, burdensome and require new tools for System Operations. OPSTF recommends that ROS direct OWG to modify the Operating Guides language (pg. 1-15) to better reflect the actual practice.”

	Procedural History
	· On 3/5/13, NOGRR109 was posted.

· On 3/20/13, the OWG considered NOGRR109.

· On 4/8/13, an Impact Analysis was posted.

· On 4/17/13, OWG considered the 3/20/13 OWG Report and Impact Analysis for NOGRR109.

	OWG Decision 
	On 3/20/13, OWG was in consensus to recommend approval of NOGRR109 as revised by OWG.

On 4/17/13, OWG was in consensus to endorse and forward the 3/20/13 OWG Report and Impact Analysis for NOGRR109 to ROS.

	Summary of OWG Discussion
	On 3/20/13, it was noted that the contingency loss of a single facility is comprised of transmission line, auto transformer, or other associated pieces of equipment.
On 4/17/13, there was no discussion.


	Business Case

	Business Case
	1
	· Aligns the Operating Guides with actual practice.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Frank Owens on behalf of OWG
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	fowens@crosstexas.com
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	Phone Number
	(512) 276-6122
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	Market Segment
	Not applicable.
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	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	None.
	


	Proposed Guide Language Revision


1.4
Definitions 
Credible Single Contingency for Operations Planning
(1)
A single facility, comprised of transmission line, auto transformer, or other associated pieces of equipment.  This includes multiple equipment Outaged or interrupted during a single fault (single fault multiple element (SFME)).
(2)
The Forced Outage of a double-circuit transmission line (DCKT) in excess of 0.5 miles in length will always be considered a credible single contingency for all security constrained unit commitment and energy deployment decisions.









 
(3)
Any Generation Resource:

(a)
A combined-cycle facility shall be considered a single Generation Resource; or.  

(b)
Each unit of a combined-cycle facility will be considered a single Generation Resource if the combustion turbine and the steam turbine can operate separately, as stated in the Resource Registration on the Market Information System (MIS) Public Area.

(4)
With any single Generation Resource unavailable, and with any other generation preemptively redispatched, the contingency loss of a single facility, comprised of transmission line, auto transformer, or other associated pieces of equipment (either without a fault or subsequent to a normally-cleared non-three-phase fault) with all other facilities normal should not cause the following:

(a) 
Cascading or uncontrolled Outages;

(b)
Instability of Generation Resources at multiple plant locations; or 

(c) 
Interruption of service to firm demand or generation other than that isolated by the transmission facility, following the execution of all automatic operating actions such as relaying and Special Protection Systems (SPSs). 

Furthermore, the loss should result in no damage to or failure of equipment and, following the execution of specific non-automatic predefined operator-directed actions (i.e., RAPs) such as generation schedule changes or curtailment of interruptible Load, should not result in applicable voltage or thermal ratings being exceeded.
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