PRS Report

	NPRR Number
	539
	NPRR Title
	Amend Wholesale Storage Load Definition

	Timeline
	Normal
	Action
	Recommended Approval

	Date of Decision
	May 16, 2013

	Proposed Effective Date
	To be determined.

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	To be determined.

	Nodal Protocol Section Requiring Revision
	2.1, Definitions

	Market Guide Section(s) Requiring Revision 
	None.

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) adds thermal energy storage associated with turbine inlet chilling to the list of technologies eligible for Wholesale Storage Load (WSL) Settlement treatment.  At its April 12, 2013 meeting, WMS endorsed this NPRR and directed the Emerging Technologies Working Group (ETWG) to file it.  There was one abstention to the WMS motion from the Consumer Market Segment.

	Reason for Revision
	The WSL definition identifies specific energy storage technologies eligible to receive WSL Settlement treatment and in order for thermal energy storage associated with turbine inlet chilling to receive WSL Settlement treatment, it must be added to the list. 

	Credit Impacts
	To be determined.

	Procedural History
	· On 4/26/13, NPRR539 was posted.
· On 5/15/13, TAS comments were posted.

· On 5/16/13, PRS considered NPRR539.

	PRS Decision 
	On 5/16/13, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR539 as submitted.  There was one opposing vote from the Consumer Market Segment and three abstentions from the Investor Owned Utility (IOU), Municipal, and Independent Power Marketer (IPM) Market Segments.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 5/16/13, there was debate regarding what technologies qualify as WSL; the eligibility of turbine inlet chilling under Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) Substantive Rules; and the precedence that this could set for other technologies trying to qualify as WSL.    


	Business Case

	Business Case
	1
	Describe qualitative benefits: 
· Affords an energy storage technology the Settlement treatment for which it is eligible under P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.192, Transmission Service Rates, P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.501, Wholesale Market Design, and the Protocols.
· Provides additional clarity regarding WSL treatment eligibility.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Mark Bruce on behalf of ETWG

	E-mail Address
	mark.bruce@stratusenergy.com

	Company
	Stratus Energy Group

	Phone Number
	

	Cell Number
	512-810-1516

	Market Segment
	Not applicable.


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Sandra Tindall

	E-Mail Address
	stindall@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-3867


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	TAS 051613
	Endorsed NPRR539 so that energy storage technologies previously excluded from the list in the WSL definition are not barred from equal market treatment.  


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


2.1 
DEFINITIONS

Load

...

Wholesale Storage Load (WSL)   

Energy that is separately metered from all other Facilities to charge a technology that is capable of storing energy and releasing that energy at a later time to generate electric energy.  WSL includes losses for the energy conversion process that are captured by the WSL EPS Meter.  WSL is limited to the following technologies:  batteries, flywheels, compressed air energy storage, pumped hydro-electric power, electro chemical capacitors, and thermal energy storage associated with turbine inlet chilling.
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