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	Revision Description
	This Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) clarifies the use of Emergency Condition and synchronizes the Nodal Operating Guides with Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 542.

	Reason for Revision
	To align with NPRR542 which makes it easier for both ERCOT and Market Participants to interpret when they are in an Emergency Condition and better reflects what is actually occurring in ERCOT.

	Procedural History
	· On 4/30/13, NOGRR116 was posted.

· On 5/15/13, the Operations Working Group (OWG) considered NOGRR116.

	OWG Decision 
	On 5/15/13, OWG was in consensus to recommend approval of NOGRR116 as revised by OWG.

	Summary of OWG Discussion
	On 5/15/13, Market Participants discussed the need to specify that Operating Condition Notices (OCNs) are for communications purposes only, and the need to specify a Protocol citation for the procedure for distributing Emergency Notices during an Emergency Condition.  Additional grammatical revisions were discussed.     


	Business Case

	1
	· Language follows what is actually occurring in ERCOT and reduces ambiguity.

	2
	· No savings other than long term audit accuracy for both ERCOT and Market Participants.

	3
	· Little to no savings to end use energy prices.

	4
	· Alignment with Nodal Protocols.
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	Proposed Guide Language Revision


4.2.1
Operating Condition Notice

(1)
An Operating Condition Notice (OCN) shall be issued by ERCOT in accordance with Protocol Section 6.5.9.3.1, Operating Condition Notice.  OCNs are for communication purposes only..  

(2)
ERCOT may require information from Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) and Transmission Operators (TOs).  Typical information requested may include, but is not limited to:

(a)
Resource fuel capabilities;

(b)
Resource condition details; and

(c)
Actual weather conditions.

(3)
ERCOT will provide verbal notice of an OCN to all TOs and QSEs and post the message electronically to the Market Information System (MIS) Public Area.  When an OCN is issued, it does not place ERCOT in an Emergency Condition.  QSEs should notify appropriate Resources, Retail Electric Providers (REPs) and Load Serving Entities (LSEs).  TOs should notify their represented Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) as appropriate.

4.2.2
Advisory

(1)
An Advisory will be issued by ERCOT in accordance with Protocol Section 6.5.9.3.2, Advisory, when it recognizes that conditions are developing or have changed such that QSE and/or TO actions may be prudent in response to impending Emergency Conditions. 

(2)
ERCOT may require information from QSEs and TOs.  Typical information requested may include, but is not limited to: 

(a)
Resource fuel capabilities;

(b)
Resource condition details; and

(c)
Actual weather conditions.

(3)
ERCOT shall provide verbal notice of an Advisory to all TOs and QSEs and shall post the message electronically to the MIS Public Area.  When an Advisory is issued, it does not place ERCOT in an Emergency Condition.  QSEs shall notify appropriate Resources, REPs and LSEs of Advisories.  TOs should notify their represented TSPs as appropriate of Advisories.

4.2.3
Watch

(1)
A Watch may be issued by ERCOT in accordance with Protocol Section 6.5.9.3.3, Watch, when it recognizes that conditions have developed such that an Emergency Condition exists or is imminent.

(2)
ERCOT may require information from QSEs and TOs.  Typical information requested may include, but is not limited to:

(a)
Resource fuel capabilities;

(b)
Resource condition details; and

(c)
Actual weather conditions.

(3)
When a post-contingency overload of a non-critical element cannot be rectified by congestion management methods, including Remedial Action Plans (RAPs) (see Section 4.3.1, Remedial Action Plans), or mitigation plans, ERCOT shall issue a Watch.  A “non-critical element” is one whose loss will not result in an uncontrolled separation of cascading outages or large scale service disruptions to Load or overload of a critical Transmission Element.

(4)
ERCOT shall provide verbal notice of the Watch to all TOs and QSEs and shall post the message electronically to the MIS Public Area.  QSEs shall notify appropriate Resources, REPs and LSEs.  TOs shall notify their represented TSPs.  

4.2.4
Emergency Notice

(1)
An Emergency Notice will be issued by ERCOT in accordance with Protocol Section 6.5.9.3.4, Emergency Notice, when ERCOT is operating in an Emergency Condition.  This includes when ERCOT is considered to be in an insecure state when ERCOT Transmission Grid status is such that a Credible Single Contingency event presents the threat of uncontrolled separation of cascading Outages and/or large-scale service disruption to Load (other than Load being served from a single-feed transmission service) and/or overload of a Transmission Element, and no timely solution is obtainable from the market.

(2)
ERCOT shall provide verbal notice of an Emergency Notice to all TOs and QSEs and shall post the message electronically to the MIS Public Area.

(3)
When an Emergency Notice is issued, ERCOT is operating in an Emergency Condition.  QSEs shall notify appropriate resources, REPs and LSEs.  TOs shall notify their represented TSPs and LSEs.  
4.5.3.1 
General Procedures Prior to EEA Operations 

Prior to declaring EEA Level 1 detailed in Section 4.5.3.3, EEA Levels, ERCOT may perform the following operations consistent with Good Utility Practice:

(a)
Provide Dispatch Instructions to QSEs for specific Resources to operate at an Emergency Base Point to maximize Resource deployment so as to increase Responsive Reserve levels on other Resources;

(b)
Commit specific available Resources as necessary that can respond in the timeframe of the emergency.  Such commitments will be settled using the Hourly Reliability Unit Commitment (HRUC) process;

(c)
Start Reliability Must-Run (RMR) Units available in the time frame of the emergency.  RMR Units should be loaded to full capability;

(d)
Utilize available Resources providing Non-Spinning Reserve (Non-Spin) services as required; and

(e)
ERCOT shall use the Physical Responsive Capability (PRC) to determine the appropriate Emergency Notice and EEA levels.
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