Planning Guide Revision Request


	PGRR Number
	029
	PGRR Title
	Deadline for Regional Transmission Plan

	Date Posted
	 April 26, 2013


	Requested Resolution
	Normal.

	Planning Guide Sections Requiring Revision
	3.1.1.2, Regional Transmission Plan
3.1.1.4, Generation Interconnection Process
3.1.4, Regional Transmission Plan Development Process

	Protocol Section(s) Requiring Revision
	None.

	Revision Description
	This Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) establishes an annual deadline of December 31 for ERCOT to complete the Regional Transmission Plan.  This PGRR also proposes a non-substantive correction in Section 3.1.1.4.

	Reason for Revision
	At its 2/14/13 meeting, ROS directed that the Planning Working Group (PLWG) develop a PGRR that establishes an annual December 31 deadline for the Regional Transmission Plan (Operations and Planning Synchronization Task Force (OPSTF) recommendation 3a).


	Business Case

	1
	Establishes December 31 as an annual deadline for completing the Regional Transmission Plan.

	2
	Provides a correction to a section reference in the Planning Guide.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Prabhu Gnanam 

	E-mail Address
	ggnanam@ercot.com

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	(512) 248-3146

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	Not applicable


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Yvette M. Landin

	E-Mail Address
	ylandin@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-4513


	Proposed Guide Language Revision


3.1.1.2
Regional Transmission Plan

(1)
The Regional Transmission Plan is developed annually by ERCOT, in coordination with the RPG and Transmission Service Providers (TSPs).  The Regional Transmission Plan addresses region-wide reliability and economic transmission needs and the planned improvements to meet those needs for the upcoming six years included in the SSWG base cases.  These planned improvements include projects previously approved by the ERCOT Board, projects previously reviewed by the RPG, new projects that will be refined at the appropriate time by TSPs in order to complete RPG review, and the local projects currently planned by TSPs.  Combined, these projects represent ERCOT’s plan which addresses the reliability and efficiency of the ERCOT System in order to meet North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) Reliability Standards, the Protocols, Operating Guides and this Planning Guide.  Projects that are included in the Regional Transmission Plan are not considered to have been endorsed by ERCOT until they have undergone the appropriate level of RPG Project Review as outlined in Protocol Section 3.11.4, Regional Planning Group Project Review Process, if required.  The process used by ERCOT to develop the Regional Transmission Plan is outlined in Section 3.1.4, Regional Transmission Plan Development Process. 
(2)
ERCOT shall post the Regional Transmission Plan to the Planning and Operations Information (POI) website by December 31 of each year.
3.1.1.4
Generation Interconnection Process

This process facilitates the interconnection of new generation units in the ERCOT Region by assessing the transmission upgrades necessary for new generating units to operate reliably.  The process to study interconnecting new generation or modifying an existing generation interconnection to the ERCOT Transmission Grid is covered in Section 5, Generation Resource Interconnection or Change Request.  The generation interconnection study process primarily covers the direct connection of generation Facilities to the ERCOT Transmission Grid and directly-related projects.  Additional upgrades to the ERCOT Transmission Grid that might be cost-effective as a result of new or modified generation may be initiated by any stakeholder through the RPG Project Review procedure described in Protocol Section 3.11.4, Regional Planning Group Project Review Process, at the appropriate time, subject to the confidentiality provisions in Section 5.    
3.1.4
Regional Transmission Plan Development Process

As prescribed by Section 3.1.1.2, Regional Transmission Plan, the purpose of the Regional Transmission Plan is to provide a coordinated plan for the ERCOT System.  This Section describes the process used by ERCOT to develop the Regional Transmission Plan.  While unanticipated changes in Load and generation may require additional projects to be needed that were not included in the current Regional Transmission Plan, or require additional evaluation of projects included in the current Regional Transmission Plan when they are submitted for RPG Project Review, the Regional Transmission Plan provides a reasonable and supportable basis for analyses of the planned ERCOT Transmission Grid.   
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