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	Comments


Luminant Energy Company, LLC (Luminant) submits these comments to Nodal Protocol Revision Request NPRR528 to revise language in Section 3.20.  Instead of requiring verification of Transmission Element Ratings as a result of active or binding constraints three times in a calendar month, Luminant recommends this be three times in a rolling 30-day period.  This change was made to prevent the situation where no action is taken when a constraint is binding for six days with three in one month and three in the next month.  A rolling 30-day period will result in more consistent treatment of the intended response to repeated congestion.

	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


3.10.4
ERCOT Responsibilities

(1)
ERCOT shall design, install, operate, and maintain its systems and establish applicable related processes to meet the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) approved State Estimator (SE) performance standard for Transmission Elements that under typical system conditions potentially affect the calculation of Locational Marginal Prices (LMPs) as described in Section 3.10.7.5, Telemetry Criteria, and Section 3.10.9, State Estimator Performance Standard.  ERCOT shall post all documents relating to the State Estimator Performance Standard on the MIS Secure Area.

(2)
During Real-Time, ERCOT shall calculate LMPs and take remedial actions to ensure that actual flow on a given Transmission Element is less than the Normal Rating and any calculated flow due to a contingency is less than the applicable Emergency Rating and 15-Minute Rating.

(3)
ERCOT shall install Network Operations Model test facilities that will accommodate execution of a test Real-Time sequence and preliminary test LMP calculator to demonstrate the correct operation of new Network Operations Models prior to releasing the model to Market Participants for detail testing and verification.  The Network Operations Model test facilities support power flow and contingency analyses to test the data set representation of a proposed transmission model update and simulate LMP calculations using typical test data.

(4)
ERCOT shall install EMS test and simulation facilities that accommodate execution of the SE and LMP calculator, respectively.  These facilities will be used to conduct tests prior to placing a new model into ERCOT’s production environment to verify the new model’s accuracy.  The EMS test facilities allow a potential model to be tested before replacing the current production environment model.  The EMS test and simulation facilities must perform Real-Time security analysis to test a proposed transmission model before replacing the current production environment model. The EMS SE test facilities must have Real-Time ICCP links to test the state estimation function using actual Real-Time conditions.  The EMS LMP test facilities must accept data uploads from the production environment providing Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) Resource offers, and telemetry via ICCP.  If the production data are unavailable, ERCOT may employ a data simulation tool or process to develop test data sets for the LMP test facilities.  For TSPs, ERCOT shall acquire model comparison software that will show all differences between subsequent versions of the Network Operations Model and shall make this information available to TSPs only within one week following test completion.  For non-TSP Market Participants, ERCOT shall post the differences within one week following test completion between subsequent versions of the Redacted Network Operations Model on the MIS Secure Area.  This comparison shall indicate differences in device parameters, missing or new devices, and status changes.

(5)
When implementing Transmission Element changes, ERCOT shall correct errors uncovered during testing that are due to submission of inaccurate information.  Each TSP and Resource Entity shall provide reasonably accurate information at the time of the original submission.  

(6)
ERCOT may update the model on an interim basis, outside of the timeline described in Section 3.10.1, Time Line for Network Operations Model Changes, for the correction of temporary configuration changes in a system restoration situation, such as after a storm, or correction of impedances and ratings.  

(7)
Interim updates to the Network Operations Model caused by unintentional inconsistencies of the model with the physical transmission grid may be made.  If an interim update is implemented, ERCOT shall report changes to the PUCT Staff and the IMM.  ERCOT shall provide Notice via electronic means to all Market Participants and post the Notice on the MIS Secure Area detailing the changed model information and the reason for the interim update within two Business Days following the report to PUCT Staff and the IMM.





(8)
A TSP and Resource Entity, with ERCOT’s assistance, shall validate its portion of the Network Operations Model according to the timeline provided in Section 3.10.1.  ERCOT shall provide TSPs access, consistent with applicable policies regarding release of CEII, to an environment of the ERCOT EMS where the Network Operations Model and the results of the Real-Time SE are available for review and analysis within five minutes of the Real-Time solution.  This environment is provided as a tool to TSPs to perform power flow studies, contingency analyses and validation of SE results.  

(9)
ERCOT shall make available to TSPs, consistent with applicable policies regarding release of CEII, the Network Operations Model used to manage the reliability of the transmission system as well as proposed Network Operations Models to be implemented at a future date.  ERCOT shall post on the MIS Secure Area the Redacted Network Operations Model, consistent with applicable policies regarding release of CEII as well as proposed Redacted Network Operations Models to be implemented at a future date.  ERCOT shall provide model information through the use of the EPRI and NERC-sponsored CIM and web-based XML communications.
3.11.5
Transmission Service Provider and Distribution Service Provider Access to Interval Data
(1)



ERCOT shall provide specific interval data for Load and generation to TSPs and/or DSPs, upon request, in accordance with confidentiality as defined in Section 1.3, Confidentiality.
(a)
The TSP’s and/or DSP’s request for interval data shall identify the reason for requesting the information in regards to impact to the planning process (e.g. build power flow cases, conduct a specific study, etc.).

(b)
ERCOT shall evaluate the TSP and/or DSP request and validate reasons provided. 
(c)
Upon ERCOT validation of the TSP and/or DSP request, the data provided shall include meter data measured at points of injection and points of delivery which will measurably impact the TSP’s and/or DSP’s planning and operations as determined by ERCOT (e.g., determination of the TSP’s and/or DSP’s system Load or power flows). 
(d) 
If ERCOT determines that the request is invalid and denies it, ERCOT shall provide the reasoning for denying the request.
3.20
Assessment of Chronic Congestion

(1)
When ERCOT identifies active or binding transmission constraints more than three times within a rolling 30-day period, ERCOT shall verify the Ratings of the Transmission Element causing an active or binding transmission constraint are current and correctly represented in the Network Operations Model and in the Updated Network Model.  To recognize operational time constraints, the verification will focus on Transmission Elements believed to have affected the transmission constraint.

(2)
If ERCOT determines the Network Operations Model and the Updated Network Models are accurate, ERCOT shall use the planning criteria outlined in the Planning Guide, to develop recommendations to resolve active or binding transmission constraints, if applicable.  ERCOT shall post the results from this process on the Market Information System (MIS) Secure Area and provide them to the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) Staff, the Independent Market Monitor (IMM), the ERCOT Board, and the appropriate Technical Advisory (TAC) subcommittee(s).  
(3)
If ERCOT determines the Ratings in the Network Operations Model or the configuration of the Transmission Elements are inaccurate, ERCOT shall notify the owner of the Transmission Element of the need to update the Ratings as required by paragraph (3) of Section 3.10, Network Operations Modeling and Telemetry.

(4)
If the Network Operations Model and the Updated Network Model are accurate and the active or binding transmission constraint cannot be resolved through use of the Security-Constrained Economic Dispatch (SCED) or through commitment of available Off-Line Resources, then ERCOT may implement a Congestion Management Plan (CMP).
6.5.7.1.11
Transmission Network and Power Balance Constraint Management

(1)
ERCOT may not allow any constraint (contingency and limiting Transmission Element pair) identified by NSA to be activated in SCED until it has verified that the contingency definition in NSA associated with the constraint is accurate and appropriate given the current operating state of the ERCOT Transmission Grid.  ERCOT shall continuously post to the MIS Secure Area all constraint contingencies in the NSA.  ERCOT shall provide relevant constraint information, including, but not limited to, the contingency name as provided in the standard contingency list, whether or not the constraint is active in SCED, the overloaded Transmission Element name, the rating of the overloaded Transmission Element including Generic Transmission Limits (GTLs), and pre-contingency or post-contingency flows. 

	[NPRR393: Replace paragraph (1) above with the following upon system implementation:]

(1)
ERCOT may not allow any constraint (contingency and limiting Transmission Element pair) identified by NSA to be activated in SCED until it has verified that the contingency definition in NSA associated with the constraint is accurate and appropriate given the current operating state of the ERCOT Transmission Grid.  ERCOT shall continuously post to the MIS Secure Area all constraint contingencies in the NSA.  ERCOT shall provide relevant constraint information, including, but not limited to, the contingency name as provided in the standard contingency list, whether or not the constraint is active in SCED, the overloaded Transmission Element name, the rating of the overloaded Transmission Element including Generic Transmission Limits (GTLs), and pre-contingency or post-contingency flows.  For each Operating Day, ERCOT shall post to the MIS Secure Area within five days, a report listing all constraints with pre-contingency or post-contingency flows which exceeded the rating of the overloaded Transmission Element for at least 15 minutes consecutively that were not activated in SCED and an explanation of why each constraint was not activated.  


(2)
ERCOT shall establish a maximum Shadow Price for each network constraint as part of the definition of contingencies.  The cost calculated by SCED to resolve an additional MW of congestion on the network constraint is limited to the maximum Shadow Price for the network constraint.  

(3)
ERCOT shall establish a maximum Shadow Price for the power balance constraint.  The cost calculated by SCED to resolve either the addition or reduction of one MW of dispatched generation on the power balance constraint is limited to the maximum Shadow Price for the power balance constraint.  

(4)
ERCOT shall determine the methodology for setting maximum Shadow Prices for network constraints and for the power balance constraint.  Following review and recommendation by the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), the ERCOT Board shall review the recommendation and approve a final methodology.

(5)
The process for setting the maximum Shadow Prices as described above shall require ERCOT to obtain ERCOT Board approval of the values assigned to these caps along with the effective date for application of the cap.  Within two Business Days following approval by the ERCOT Board, ERCOT shall post the Shadow Price caps and effective dates on the MIS Public Area.
 
(6)
If ERCOT determines that Rating(s) in the Network Operations Model or configuration of the Transmission Facilities are not correct, then the TSP will provide the appropriate data submittals to ERCOT to correct the problem upon notification by ERCOT.
�Please note that NPRR517 also proposes revisions to this section.
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