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	Comments


Austin Energy appreciates the opportunity to submit these comments which propose several minor grammatical edits to the NPRR.  AE’s comments amend the suggested changes made by Member MOUs and ECs in their comments filed on April 4, 2013.
	Revised Cover Page Language


None.
	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


3.4.2
Load Zone Modifications

(1)
Load Zones may be added, deleted, or changed, only when approved by the ERCOT Board, with the exception of paragraph (2)(c) of Section 3.4.3, NOIE Load Zones.  Approved additions, deletions, or changes go into effect 36 months after the end of the month in which the addition, deletion, or change was approved, with the exception of paragraph (2) below.  

(2)
A NOIE that was included in the establishment of an automatic pre-assigned NOIE Load Zone under paragraph (2)(c) of Section 3.4.3 may elect to be assigned to an appropriate Competitive Load Zone after giving notice of termination of its power supply arrangement if a request to be assigned to a Competitive Load Zone was given to ERCOT 90 days prior to the start of a CRR Long-Term Auction Sequence.  The move to a Competitive Load Zone requires ERCOT Board approval and shall be effective no sooner than a date upon which no more than sixteen percent of the transmission topology had been offered for sale in a previous CRR Long-Term Auction Sequence.

(3)
A NOIE that was included in a NOIE Load Zone pursuant to paragraph (2)(c) of Section 3.4.3 will be assigned to a Competitive Load Zone if (i) the NOIE provided notice of termination of its power supply agreement prior to December 31, 2012, and (ii) the NOIE provided notice to ERCOT of its desire to change to a Competitive Load Zone by March 21, 2013.  This Load Zone change will go into effect on January 1, 2014.

	[NPRR530:  Delete paragraph (3) above on January 1, 2014.]


3.4.3
NOIE Load Zones


The descriptions and conditions set forth below apply to Load Zones established by NOIEs:


(a)
There are four NOIE Load Zones, that were approved prior to the Texas Nodal Market Implementation Date: Austin Energy, City Public Service, Rayburn Country Electric Cooperative, and LCRA; 

(b)
Any costs allocated based upon a zonal Load Ratio Share must be allocated using “Cost-Allocation Load Zones,” which are the four Load Zones in effect during the 2003 ERCOT market unless they are changed pursuant to Section 3.4.2, Load Zone Modifications.  For these allocation purposes, any NOIE Load Zone is considered to be located entirely within the 2003 ERCOT Congestion Management Zone (CMZ) that represented the largest Load for that NOIE or group of NOIEs in 2003;

(c)
A separate NOIE Load Zone is made up of a group of NOIEs that are parties to the same pre-1999 power supply arrangements and that had an overall 2003 peak Load in excess of 2,300 MW.  A NOIE that is a member of this separate NOIE Load Zone and that has given notice of termination of its pre-1999 power supply arrangement may elect to be assigned to an appropriate Competitive Load Zone.  Such an election shall be subject to the approval process in Section 3.4.2.
(d)
NOIEs may participate in only one NOIE Load Zone, and all Loads served by that NOIE must be contained within that Load Zone;

(e)
Except as specified otherwise in this subsection, Load Zones established by NOIEs will be treated the same as other Load Zones, including a 36-month notice requirement for ERCOT Board approval of any changes to Load Zones; and

(f)
Three years after a NOIE offers its Customers retail choice, the NOIE’s Load must be merged into the appropriate Competitive Load Zone(s).  For a Load Zone that is an aggregation of NOIE systems of which less than all of the NOIEs opt into Customer Choice, each remaining NOIE in that NOIE Load Zone may choose to have its Load merged into the appropriate Competitive Load Zone(s) under the same three-year time frame.
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