Summary of Nodal Protocol Revisions

Effective:  April 1, 2013

Section 1:

NPRR498 – Cleanup of ERCOT Finance and Audit Committee Responsibilities in Operational Audits

This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) cleans up Protocol language in regards to the responsibilities of the ERCOT Finance and Audit (F&A) Committee in operational audits.     

Revised Subsections:  1.4.2, 1.4.4
NPRR518 – Removal of Notification Requirement for Disclosures of Protected Information Required by CFTC
This NPRR creates an explicit exception to the prohibition against disclosing Protected Information that would authorize ERCOT to respond to Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CFTC) requests; adds an exception to the notice requirement in Section 1.3.5, Notice Before Permitted Disclosure, to accommodate CFTC investigative requests; and requires ERCOT to submit a written request for confidential treatment to the CFTC whenever disclosing Protected Information.       

Revised Subsections:  1.3.4, 1.3.5, 1.3.6
Section 2:

NPRR463 – CRR Auction Structure Enhancements

This NPRR replaces the annual Congestion Revenue Right (CRR) Auction with a semi-annual sequence of four consecutive six-month CRR Auctions selling CRRs up to two years in the future, scheduled according to a TAC-approved calendar.     

Revised Subsection:  2.1 [unboxed due to system implementation]
NPRR484 – Revisions to Congestion Revenue Rights Credit Calculations and Payments
This NPRR replaces the CRR Auction credit calculations with path-specific exposure calculations based on Day-Ahead Market (DAM) clearing prices over a rolling period and revises the Future Credit Exposure (FCE) calculations for CRR Account Holders; which results in a modification to the payment schedule for CRRs.     

Revised Subsection:  2.1 [effective upon system implementation]

NPRR489 – Planning Reserve Margin

This NPRR adds the Planning Reserve Margin (PRM) methodology to the Protocols.     

Revised Subsections:  2.1, 2.2

NPRR492 – Addition of System Lambda Information

This NPRR accounts for the addition of the System Lambda to the Locational Marginal Price (LMP) by Resource Node, Load Zone and Trading Hub report and display; and defines System Lambda within the Protocols and applies the defined term throughout.     

Revised Subsection:  2.1 [effective upon system implementation]
NPRR493 – Half-Hour RUC Clawback

This NPRR removes Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC) Clawback on all Half-Hour Start Units (a) that participate in the DAM and (b) during Energy Emergency Alert (EEA) events; and changes the RUC Clawback on all Half-Hour Start Units that did not participate in the DAM to 50%.     

Revised Subsection:  2.1 [effective upon system implementation]

NPRR509– Shortened RTM Settlement Timeline
This NPRR implements a phased approach to reduce the posting date for the Initial Settlement Statement from nine days after the Operating Day to seven days after the Operating Day and reduces the posting date of the Final Settlement Statement from the 59th day after the Operating Day to the 57th day after the Operating Day.       

Revised Subsection:  2.1 [effective August 1, 2013 unless the ERCOT Board affirmatively votes to delay implementation to a later date or condition.]
NPRR518 – Removal of Notification Requirement for Disclosures of Protected Information Required by CFTC
See Section 1 above.
Revised Subsection:  2.2

NPRR520 – Real-Time Mitigation Rules and Creation of a Real-Time Constraint Competitiveness Test 


This NPRR addresses mitigated prices or offers being applied in situations that are competitive or in which an Entity with decision making authority does not have a significant competitive advantage; Base Point oscillations that occur with changes in the reference LMP and Resources being unnecessarily mitigated; and multiple Quick Start Generation Resources (QSGRs) being brought On-Line when not all needed due to having the same mitigated offer applied.
Revised Subsection:  2.1 [effective upon system implementation]

Section 3:

NPRR487 – QSGR Dispatch Adjustment
This NPRR modifies the emergency energy Settlement treatment of a QSGR that is brought On-Line with a Base Point less than or equal to its Resource registration applicable Seasonal net minimum sustainable rating; removes the limitation for compensation using an Energy Offer Curve price that is capped by the Mitigated Offer Cap (adjusted to include variable Operations and Maintenance (O&M)); allows this compensation until Security-Constrained Economic Dispatch (SCED) no longer needs the QSGR to generate, subject to performance of the QSGR Decommitment Decision Process; and details the QSGR Decommitment Decision Process. 
Revised Subsections:  3.8.3, 3.8.3.1 (new) 

NPRR489 – Planning Reserve Margin

See Section 2 above.

Revised Subsections:  3.2.6 (new), 3.2.6.1 (new), 3.2.6.2 (new), 3.2.6.2.1 (new), 3.2.6.2.2 (new)
NPRR496 – Revise West Hub Definition Due to Permanent Topology Change
This NPRR revises the West 345 kV Hub to replace the Sweetwater Cogen (SWCOG) Hub Bus with Sweetwater East Switch (SWESW) Hub Bus.
Revised Subsection:  3.5.2.4 [effective April 2, 2013]
NPRR502 – Addition of Year 6 to the SSWG Base Cases
This NPRR adds a sixth year (Year 6) to the Steady State Working Group (SSWG) Data Set B base cases.
Revised Subsections:  3.10.2, 3.11.4.1

NPRR520 – Real-Time Mitigation Rules and Creation of a Real-Time Constraint Competitiveness Test 
See Section 2 above.

Revised Subsections:  3.19, 3.19.1, 3.19.2, 3.19.3, 3.19.4, 3.19.5 [effective upon system implementation]
Section 4:

NPRR474 – Clarification of Price Correction Principles and Associated Timelines

This NPRR provides general principles on the types of errors for which ERCOT may perform a price correction; and greater regulatory certainty around the associated timelines for price corrections, including ERCOT notice to Market Participants for a price correction request to the ERCOT Board.     

Revised Subsection:  4.5.3 

NPRR492 – Addition of System Lambda Information

See Section 2 above.

Revised Subsections:  4.5.1, 4.5.3 [effective upon system implementation]
Section 5:

NPRR493 – Half-Hour RUC Clawback

See Section 2 above.

Revised Subsection:  5.7.2 [effective upon system implementation]

Section 6:

NPRR474 – Clarification of Price Correction Principles and Associated Timelines

See Section 4 above.

Revised Subsection:  6.3

NPRR487 – QSGR Dispatch Adjustment
See Section 3 above.

Revised Subsection:  6.6.9 

NPRR492 – Addition of System Lambda Information

See Section 2 above.

Revised Subsections:  6.3.2, 6.6.1 [effective upon system implementation]
NPRR520 – Real-Time Mitigation Rules and Creation of a Real-Time Constraint Competitiveness Test 
See Section 2 above.

Revised Subsections:  6.5.7.3, 6.5.7.4 [effective upon system implementation]

Section 7:

NPRR463 – CRR Auction Structure Enhancements

See Section 2 above.

Revised Subsections:  7.3, 7.4.2, 7.5.1, 7.5.2, 7.5.2.1, 7.5.2.3, 7.5.3, 7.5.3.2, 7.5.5.3, 7.5.5.4, 7.5.6.3, 7.8 [unboxed due to system implementation]
NPRR484 – Revisions to Congestion Revenue Rights Credit Calculations and Payments
See Section 2 above.

Revised Subsections:  7.5.3, 7.5.5.3, 7.8 [partially effective upon system implementation]

NPRR521 – Transitional CRR Auction Capacity Value for Initial CRR Long-Term Auction Sequence

For initial implementation purposes only, this NPRR increases the initial CRR Auction Capacity for the first six-month portion of the initial CRR Long-Term Auction Sequence from 60% up to 70% in order to mitigate potential system and market issues during the transition from the Annual CRR Auction to the CRR Long-Term Auction Sequence.
Revised Subsection:  7.5.1 
Section 9:

NPRR484 – Revisions to Congestion Revenue Rights Credit Calculations and Payments
See Section 2 above.

Revised Subsections:  9.8, 9.9, 9.9.1, 9.9.2 [effective upon system implementation]

NPRR509 – Shortened RTM Settlement Timeline
See Section 2 above.

Revised Subsections:  9.5.2, 9.5.4 (partially implemented), 9.5.5 [effective August 1, 2013 unless the ERCOT Board affirmatively votes to delay implementation to a later date or condition.]

Section 16:

NPRR463 – CRR Auction Structure Enhancements

See Section 2 above.

Revised Subsection:  16.11.4.6.1 [unboxed due to system implementation]
NPRR484 – Revisions to Congestion Revenue Rights Credit Calculations and Payments
See Section 2 above.

Revised Subsection:  16.11.4.5 [effective upon system implementation]

NPRR499 – Revisions to Digital Certificate Holder Qualification Requirements

This NPRR removes references to the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act; removes language giving new Market Participants a six-month exemption from certain Digital Certificate issuance requirements; and adds a prohibition against the trade or sale of Digital Certificates.
Revised Subsections:  16.12, 16.12.1, 16.12.2, 16.12.3

Section 18:

NPRR504 – Removal of Language Related to LPGRR049

This NPRR requires Electric Service Identifiers (ESI IDs) with provisioned Advanced Meters to be included in the Annual Validation of the Load Profile Segment process.
Revised Subsection:  18.4.2

Section 21:

NPRR489 – Planning Reserve Margin

See Section 2 above.

Revised Subsection:  21.1

Administrative Changes:

Non-substantive administrative changes were made such as spelling corrections, formatting and correcting Section numbering and references.
Revised Subsections:  2.1, 7.4, ERCOT Fee Schedule
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