NOTICE DATE:  December 27, 2012

NOTICE TYPE:  M-A122712-01 Operations

SHORT DESCRIPTION:  Notification of reduced rating to CREZ double circuit transmission lines known as Brown – Newton – Killeen 345 kV
INTENDED AUDIENCE:  ERCOT Market Participants

DAYS AFFECTED:  December 31, 2012, and ongoing

LONG DESCRIPTION:  On December 31, 2012, Oncor Electric Delivery Company, LLC (Oncor) will energize the Competitive Renewable Energy Zone (CREZ) double circuit transmission lines known as Brown – Newton – Killeen 345 kV. The CREZ transmission lines were originally intended to have a maximum capacity of 3,000 amps per circuit. However, Oncor informed ERCOT last week that, because of proximity issues, mitigation measures must be incorporated on non-transmission line facilities to protect those facilities from induced voltage. It is anticipated that all necessary mitigation measures will be in place by the end of third quarter 2013.  

In the interim, until the mitigation measures are completed, two limitations will be placed on the Brown – Newton – Killeen 345 kV transmission lines: 

1. The double circuit Brown – Newton – Killeen 345 kV transmission lines will be operated with both circuits in parallel (as a single circuit line); and    

2. The Brown – Newton – Killeen 345 kV transmission lines will be rated to a maximum capacity of 2,000 amps or 1,000 amps per circuit.  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  Oncor has submitted all necessary Network Operations Model Change Requests (NOMCRs) to reflect this new rating and operational limitations in the Network Operations Model.  Additionally, ERCOT has performed operational studies with the reduced rating and determined that there is still an expected operational benefit to the West to North Stability interface and the local transmission network by placing these transmission lines into service until mitigation measures are completed on non-transmission line facilities.

CONTACT:  If you have any questions, please contact your ERCOT Account Manager. You may also call the general ERCOT Client Services phone number at (512) 248-3900 or contact ERCOT Client Services via email at ClientServices@ercot.com.

If you are receiving email from an ERCOT distribution list that you no longer wish to receive, please follow this link in order to unsubscribe from this list: http://lists.ercot.com.

