APPROVED
Minutes of the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) Meeting

ERCOT Austin – 7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Thursday, December 6, 2012 – 9:30 a.m.
Attendance
Members:

	Allen, Thresa
	Iberdrola Renewables
	

	Alvarez, Eli
	Brownsville PUB
	

	Armke, James
	Austin Energy
	

	Bartos, Brian
	Bandera Electric Cooperative
	

	Bern, Alan
	Oncor
	Alt. Rep. for K. Donohoo

	DeTullio, David
	Air Liquide
	

	Garrett, Mark
	Direct Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Green, Bob
	Garland Power and Light
	

	Greer, Clayton
	Morgan Stanley
	Via Teleconference

	Hatfield, Bill
	LCRA
	

	Holloway, Harry
	GDF Suez Energy Marketing
	

	John, Ebby
	CenterPoint Energy
	Alt. Rep. for P. Rocha

	Jones, Randy
	Calpine
	

	Keetch, Rick
	Reliant Energy Retail Services
	

	Kunkel, Dennis
	AEP Service Corporation
	

	McDaniel, Rex
	Texas-New Mexico Power
	

	Moore, John
	South Texas Electric Cooperative
	

	Ryno, Randy
	Brazos Electric Cooperative
	

	Williams, Blake
	CPS Energy
	


Guests:

	Ainspan, Malcom
	ECS Grid
	Via Teleconference

	Alford, Anthony
	CenterPoint Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Blackburn, Don
	Luminant
	Via Teleconference

	Bevill, Jennifer
	AEP
	

	Burke, Tom
	APM
	

	Carlson, Trent
	JPMorgan
	

	Carpenter, Jeremy
	Tenaska Power Services
	Via Teleconference

	Carpenter, Mark
	Oncor
	

	Cruz-Montes, Michael
	CenterPoint Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Davison, Brian
	PUCT
	Via Teleconference

	Evans, Doug
	STEC
	Via Teleconference

	Galliguez, Percy
	Brazos Electric
	Via Teleconference

	Garza, Sergio
	LCRA
	

	Giffin, Blair
	FPL
	Via Teleconference

	Hampton, Brenda
	Luminant
	

	Hering, Michael
	BTU
	

	Jones, Liz
	Oncor
	

	Juricek, Michael
	Oncor
	Via Teleconference

	Kee, David
	CPS Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Khayat, Maribel
	CenterPoint Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Koellner, Kris
	LCRA TSC
	

	Kolodziej, Eddie
	Customized Energy Solutions
	Via Teleconference

	Lane, Rob
	Luminant
	

	Lyons, Chris
	Exelon
	

	Myers, Brad
	AEP
	

	Owens, Frank
	Cross Texas Transmission
	

	Penney, David
	Texas Reliability Entity 
	

	Pieniazek, Adrian
	NRG Texas
	

	Pinkston, April
	Oncor
	Via Teleconference

	Priestley, Vanus
	Macquarie
	Via Teleconference

	Reed, Rebecca
	PUCT
	Via Teleconference

	Reid, Walter
	Wind Coalition
	

	Sandidge, Clint
	Noble Solutions
	Via Teleconference

	Stephenson, Randa
	Lone Star Transmission
	

	Vo, Trieu
	CPS Energy
	

	Wagner, Marguerite
	EMMT
	


ERCOT Staff:

	Albracht, Brittney
	
	

	Betanabhatla, Vijay
	
	

	Blackmer, Kelly
	
	

	Blevins, Bill
	
	Via Teleconference

	Culberson, JC
	
	

	Flores, Isabel
	
	

	Hartmann, Jimmy
	
	

	Matlock, Robert
	
	Via Teleconference

	Solis, Stephen
	
	Via Teleconference

	Stout, Matt
	
	Via Teleconference

	Teixeira, Jay
	
	

	Thompson, Chad
	
	Via Teleconference

	Villanueva, Leo
	
	

	Wattles, Paul
	
	

	Xiao, Hong
	
	Via Teleconference


The following proxies were assigned:

· Tony Marsh to Clayton Greer

· Brad Schwarz to Thresa Allen

Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

2012 ROS Chair Blake Williams called the December 6, 2012 ROS meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. and thanked Rex McDaniel for his years of service through ROS.
Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Williams directed attention to the displayed ERCOT Antitrust Admonition and noted the requirement to comply with the ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was available for review.
Agenda Review
There were no changes to the Agenda
Draft September 13, 2012 ROS Meeting Minutes
 
Randy Jones moved to approve the November 8, 2012 ROS meeting minutes as posted.  David DeTullio seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Update (see Key Documents)
Mr. Williams reviewed the disposition of Revision Requests considered at the November 29, 2012 TAC meeting.

Remanded Issue: Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) 018, Clarify the Prerequisites for Adding a New Generation Resource to the Planning Models
Mr. Williams reviewed the history of PGRR018, noted concerns regarding the link between the Capacity, Demand, Reserves (CDR) calculation and planning models, and concerns regarding financial security language and impacts to the CDR; and reported that the Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS) voted on December 5, 2013 to endorse the concept that the CDR and planning models can have unique and separate assumptions.  Mr. Pieniazek reviewed PGRR018; PGRR022, Removal of Planning Reserve Margin Calculation Methodology; and NPRR489, Planning Reserve Margin.
Mr. R. Jones moved to endorse the concept that the CDR and planning models can have separate and unique assumptions.  Mr. Kunkel seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Proposed Revisions to TAC Procedures
Mr. Williams requested that Market Participants review proposed changes to the TAC Procedures, particularly as the revisions pertain to motions that limit discussion, and advised that the revisions would be considered at the January 3, 2013 TAC meeting.  
Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 505, ERS Weather-Sensitive Loads (see Key Documents)
Paul Wattles presented NPRR505 and stated that he would appreciate ROS endorsement of the item.  Market Participants discussed impacts of proposed testing requirements on Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) personnel; concerns for geographic concentration and the need for topology mapping; potential Critical Infrastructure Protection (CIP) implications; and concerns that, depending on timing, these types of participants may create additional difficulties during an Energy Emergency Alert (EEA) event.  Mr. Williams requested that Mr. Wattles return to the January 10, 2013 ROS meeting, where NPRR505 would again be taken up by ROS.

Type 2 SPS Task Force (SPS2TF) Scope (see Key Documents)
Mr. R. Jones reported on SPS2TF efforts and presented a draft scope for the task force.  Market Participants discussed that the November 14, 2012 WebEx was productive; and that altering ERCOT documents alone will not address NERC requirements.  It was suggested that the draft scope be altered to indicate that the function of the SPS2TF is to “potentially” draft language changes.
Mr. R. Jones moved to approve the SPS2TF scope as modified by ROS.  Bill Hatfield seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Williams requested that Mr. R. Jones chair the SPS2TF.  Mr. R. Jones accepted the assignment; there were no objections.

RARF Task Force Scope (see Key Documents)
Harry Holloway reviewed potential scope language, but noted that with the input of task force volunteers, the scope would likely broaden and suggested that consideration of the scope be taken up at the January 10, 2013 ROS meeting.  Market Participants discussed that the focus of the task force should be on engaging the stakeholder process in version control, rather than reviewing data elements; and that after the version process is stabilized, some review should be given to whether all the current data requirements are necessary.

Proposal – Voltage Reduction Task Force (see Key Documents)
Mark Carpenter presented preliminary findings concerning Voltage Reduction for Peak Shaving and recommended that ROS establish a task force to investigate the potential use of voltage reduction to assist with ERCOT’s Resource adequacy challenges. Mr. Carpenter proposed that the task force would review other industry practices; facilitate testing across ERCOT to validate the benefits of Voltage Reduction; and determine the applicability of Voltage Reduction in ERCOT.  
Market Participants discussed that the topic is worth review; that Voltage Reduction should not be employed except in final efforts to save the system; that extraordinary measures should not be taken in the ordinary market; and that the solution to Resource Adequacy issues is the installation of more Resources, not the reduction in standard service.  

Mr. R. Jones moved that a task force be established, and that Oncor personnel chair the task force.  Randy Ryno seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Williams requested that the task force invitation be distributed to the entire ROS listserv.  
Black Start Working Group (BSWG) (see Key Documents)
Trieu Vo reported that BSWG will seek additional guidance from ROS regarding requirements in North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) Standard EOP-005-2 – System Restoration from Blackstart Resources, and proposed that ERCOT and BSWG work together to enhance the ERCOT simulator.  Market Participants discussed costs of updating the simulator; the necessity of uniform function statements among Transmission Operators in order to meet the requirement; and that consideration might be given to revising Black Start training and planning. 
Critical Infrastructure Protection Working Group (CIPWG)

There was no CIPWG update.
Dynamics Working Group (DWG) (see Key Documents)
There were no questions for David Mercado regarding the posted DWG report.

Network Data Support Working Group (NDSWG) (see Key Documents)
Doug Evans reported on recent NDSWG activities.
Recommendation re NOGRR050, Resolution of Reporting Issues Related to NPRR219

NPRR503, Removal of Language Related to NPRR219
John Moore moved to recommend that a project be developed in association with the grey-box in Section 9.3.2, Transmission Outage Reporting, and to endorse NPRR503 as submitted.  Mr. Ryno seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Operations Working Group (OWG) (see Key Documents)
Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) 101, Market Notice for DC-Tie Outage Information
Jeremy Carpenter reviewed the 10/22/12 Tenaska Power Services Co. comments to NOGRR101 and opined that listing a Generation Resource as the source of the DC-Tie Outage would not pose confidentiality issues.  Mr. R. Jones expressed support for the comments, adding that while the market cannot know the specific Resource involved, the DC-Tie is a significant transaction point on the ERCOT system and deserves transparency as to what is causing its unavailability.  ERCOT Staff reiterated concerns that changes proposed by the 10/22/12 Tenaska Power Services Co. comments could result in providing confidential information.  

Mr. R. Jones moved to recommend approval of NOGRR101 as amended by the 10/22/12 Tenaska Power Services Co. comments and as revised by ROS, with a recommended priority of 2013 and a rank of 815.  Mr. Carpenter seconded the motion.  Market Participants discussed administrative revisions to the proposed language; and that the intent of the 10/22/12 Tenaska Power Services Co. comments is to provide Outage information on the DC Tie and not transfer capabilities.  The motion carried with one objection from the Investor Owned Utility (IOU) Market Segment.

Nodal Protocol and Guides Resolution Task Force (NPGRTF)

Frank Owens presented the final NPGRTF report, reviewed the NPGRTF task list; and opined that the work of the NPGRTF was concluded.
Mr. R. Jones thanked Mr. Owens for his work and moved to disband the NPGRTF.  Alan Bern seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
NERC Reliability Working Group (NRWG)

There was no NRWG update.
Operations and Planning Synchronization Task Force (OPSTF) (see Key Documents)
James Armke reported on recent OPSTF activities; noted that task force members have discussed each of the 40 sub-issues at least once, as reflected in the matrix; and requested that Market Participants review the issues matrix and provide comment to the OPSTF.  Market Participants briefly discussed interest in changing the planning criteria from 100 percent to 95 percent. 
Performance, Disturbance, Compliance Working Group (PDCWG) (see Key Documents)
David Kee provided an update on recent PDCWG activities.
NPRR486, Calculation of Generation to be Dispatched
Mr. Kee noted PDCWG’s recommendation that NPRR486 remain tabled.
Mr. R. Jones moved to recommend that PRS table NPRR486.  Mr. Hatfield seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Planning Working Group (PLWG) (see Key Documents)
Sergio Garza presented an update on recent PLWG activities.
PGRR024, Clarify Planning Assumptions and Performance Criteria 
Market Participants discussed that paragraph (3) of Section 4.1 should be deleted as Entities are required to comply with applicable NERC Reliability Standards.
Mr. Hatfield moved to recommend approval of PGRR024 as recommended by PLWG in the 11/29/12 PLWG Report and as revised by ROS.  Mr. Ryno seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
System Protection Working Group (SPWG)

There were no questions of Kris Koellner regarding the posted SPWG report.

Steady State Working Group (SSWG) (see Key Documents)
There were no questions of Brad Myers regarding the posted SSWG report.

ERCOT Updates (see Key Documents)
November 2012 System Planning Report
ERCOT Staff noted that some information was not yet available due to the early December meeting date for ROS, but that a revised report would be posted in due time.
Update: System Operating Limits Methodology for the Planning Horizon 
ERCOT Staff reviewed the System Operating Limit Methodology for the Planning Horizon, effective January 1, 2013.

November 2012 Operations Report
ERCOT Staff presented the November 2012 Operations Report.  Market participants discussed the DC-Tie event of December 5, 2012.  
Other Business

NERC Long-Term Assessment (2013-2022)

NERC Winter Assessment (December 2012-February 2013)

Mr. Williams encouraged Market Participants to review recently release assessments and noted significant discussion of ERCOT and the planning reserve margin.

2013 Leadership/2013 Working Groups

Mr. Williams noted that 2013 ROS leadership would be elected at the January 10, 2013 ROS meeting, and that review would be given at that time to the ROS working group structure.

Adjournment
Mr. Williams adjourned the December 6, 2012 ROS meeting at 2:15 p.m.
� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2012/12/20121206-ROS" �http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2012/12/20121206-ROS� 
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