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	NPRR Number
	502
	NPRR Title
	Addition of Year 6 to the SSWG Base Cases

	Timeline
	Normal
	Action
	Recommended Approval

	Date of Decision
	December 13, 2012

	Proposed Effective Date
	To be determined.

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	To be determined.

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision
	3.10.2, Annual Planning Model

3.11.4.1, Project Submission

	Planning Guide Sections Requiring Revision 
	3.1.1, Overview of Major Transmission Planning Activities
3.1.1.1, Long-Term System Assessment

3.1.1.2, Five Year Transmission Plan

3.1.2.1, All Projects

3.1.2.2, Projects That Are Not Included in the Current Five Transmission Plan

3.1.4, Five-Year Transmission Plan Development Process

3.1.4.1, Development of Five-Year Transmission Plan
3.1.4.2, Use of Five-Year Transmission Plan
6.4.1, Transmission Project Information and Tracking Report
6.4.2, ERCOT Responsibilities
6.4.3, TSP Responsibilities
6.4.4, Five-Year Transmission Plan Projects in Transmission Project Information and Tracking Report
6.7, Data Dictionary

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) adds a sixth year (Year 6) to the Steady State Working Group (SSWG) Data Set B base cases.  Revisions to the Transmission Project and Information Tracking (TPIT) and Annual Load Data Request (ALDR) procedures will be required as result of this NPRR.

The Planning Working Group (PLWG) has submitted Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) 026, Addition of Year 6 to the SSWG Base Cases, to revise related sections of the Planning Guide.

	Reason for Revision
	The present base cases (Data Set B) cover a planning period of five years.  This timeframe is not sufficient to address large regional projects with scopes requiring a long lead time for consideration (i.e., 345-kV and certification).  In many cases, the entire project spectrum including initial assessments, identification of alternatives, project selection, certification, and implementation, may take longer than five years. 

Additionally, near-term economic projects potentially having reliability drivers beyond the five-year planning horizon can be supported with this additional base case.  Similarly, this additional Year 6 base case can help provide direction to the selection of a longer term solution potentially resulting in a more cost-effective near-term plan development.

Lastly, proposed North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) Reliability Standard TPL-001-2, Transmission System Planning Performance Requirements, requires assessment for one of the years in the “Long-Term Transmission Planning Horizon (years 6-10).”

	Credit Impacts
	To be determined.

	Procedural History
	· On 11/20/12, NPRR502 was posted.

· On 12/13/12, PRS considered NPRR502.

	PRS Decision 
	On 12/13/12, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR502 as submitted.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 12/13/12, it was noted that TPL-001-2, currently pending approval by Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), requires assessment of one of the years in the Year 6 to 10 horizon.


	Business Case

	Business Case
	1
	· Address issue on the Operations and Planning Synchronization Task Force (OPSTF) list assigned to the PLWG by ROS. 

	
	2
	· Provides value as a planning tool to assist in identifying large, long-lead time type projects earlier in the planning horizon.

	
	3
	· Aligns ERCOT process with proposed NERC Reliability Standard TPL-001-2 requiring assessment of one of the years in the Year 6 to 10 horizon. 


	Sponsor

	Name
	Sergio Garza on behalf of the PLWG

	E-mail Address
	Sgarza@lcra.org

	Company
	Lower Colorado River Authority

	Phone Number
	512-578-4149

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	Not applicable


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Yvette M. Landin

	E-Mail Address
	ylandin@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-4513


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	None.
	


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


3.10.2
Annual Planning Model 

(1)
For each of the next six years, ERCOT shall develop models for annual planning purposes that contain, as much as practicable, information consistent with the Network Operations Model.  The “Annual Planning Model” for each of the next six years is a model of the ERCOT power system (created, approved, posted, and updated regularly by ERCOT) as it is expected to operate during peak Load conditions for the corresponding future year.
(2)
ERCOT shall perform updates to the ERCOT Annual Planning Models for each of the next six years as follows:

(a)
Annual Planning Model updates are due September 1st; and

(b)
Annual Planning Models are released October 15th.

(3)
ERCOT shall make available to TSPs and/or Distribution Service Provider (DSPs) and all appropriate Market Participants, consistent with applicable policies regarding release of CEII, the transmission model used in transmission planning.  ERCOT shall provide model information through the use of the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) and North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) sponsored CIM and web-based Extensible Markup Language (XML) communications or Power System Simulator for Engineering (PSS/E) format.

(4)
ERCOT shall establish a detailed submittal schedule for updating transmission information.  ERCOT shall post such information and the model on the MIS Secure Area.

(5)
ERCOT shall coordinate updates to the Annual Planning Model with the Network Operations Model to ensure consistency of data within and between the Annual Planning Model and Network Operations Model to the extent practicable.

3.11.4.1
Project Submission

(1)
Any stakeholder may initiate an RPG Project Review through the submission of a document describing the scope of the proposed project to ERCOT.  Projects should be submitted with sufficient lead-time to allow the RPG Project Review to be completed prior to the date on which the project must be initiated by the designated TSP.  

(2)
Stakeholders may submit projects for RPG Project Review within any project Tier.  All transmission projects in Tiers 1, 2 and 3 should be submitted.  TSPs are not required to submit Tier 4 projects for RPG review, but should include any Tier 4 projects that are known in advance in the cases used for development of the Regional Transmission Plan. 

(3)
All system improvements that are necessary for the project to achieve the system performance improvement, or to correct the system performance deficiency, for which the project is intended should be included into a single project submission.
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