Board Report

	NPRR Number
	480
	NPRR Title
	Removal of Language for Relaxing Transmission Constraints

	Timeline
	Normal
	Action
	Approved

	Date of Decision
	December 11, 2012

	Effective Date
	January 1, 2013

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	Not applicable.

	Nodal Protocol Section  Requiring Revision
	6.5.9.1, Emergency and Short Supply Operation

	Market Guide Section(s) Requiring Revision 
	None.

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) deletes Protocol language that is inconsistent with North American Electric Reliability (NERC) Reliability Standards.

	Reason for Revision
	The language in paragraph (3) of Section 6.5.9.1 is inconsistent with Attachment 1-EOP-002-2.1, Energy Emergency Alerts, of NERC Standard EOP-002-3, Capacity and Energy Emergencies, which outlines the appropriate actions ERCOT should take in each level of an Energy Emergency Alert (EEA).  The NERC Reliability Standards do not allow ERCOT to relax Operating Limits during an Emergency Condition.  

	Credit Impacts
	ERCOT Credit Staff and the Credit Work Group (Credit WG) have reviewed NPRR480 and do not believe that it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability.

	Procedural History
	· On 8/28/12, NPRR480 and the associated Impact Analysis were posted.

· On 9/20/12, PRS considered NPRR480.

· On 10/18/12, PRS considered the 9/20/12 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR480.

· On 11/1/12, TAC considered NPRR480.

· On 12/11/12, the ERCOT Board considered NPRR480.

	PRS Decision 
	On 9/20/12, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR480 as submitted.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.
On 10/18/12, PRS voted to endorse and forward the 9/20/12 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR 480 to TAC.  There was one abstention from Independent Generator Market Segment.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 9/20/12, it was noted that revisions to ERCOT’s procedures are needed as a result of this NPRR.
On 10/18/12, there was no discussion.

	TAC Decision
	On 11/1/12, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR480 as recommended by PRS in the 10/18/12 PRS Report.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of TAC Discussion
	On 11/1/12, there was no discussion.

	ERCOT Opinion
	ERCOT supports approval of NPRR480.

	Board Decision
	On 12/11/12, the ERCOT Board approved NPRR480 as recommended by TAC in the 11/1/12 TAC Report.


	Business Case

	Business Case
	1
	Consistency with NERC Reliability Standards.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Colleen Frosch

	E-mail Address
	cfrosch@ercot.com

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	(512) 248-4219

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	Not applicable.


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Yvette M. Landin

	E-Mail Address
	ylandin@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	(512) 248-4513


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	None.
	


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


6.5.9.1
Emergency and Short Supply Operation

(1)
ERCOT, as the single CAO, is responsible for maintaining reliability in normal and emergency operating conditions.  The Operating Guides are intended to ensure that minimum standards for reliability are maintained.  Minimum standards for reliability are defined by the Operating Guides and the NERC Reliability Standards and include, but are not limited to:

(a)
Minimum operating reserve levels;

(b)
Criteria for determining acceptable operation of the frequency control system;

(c)
Criteria for determining and maintaining system voltages within acceptable limits;

(d)
Criteria for maximum acceptable transmission equipment loading levels; and

(e)
Criteria for determining when ERCOT is subject to unacceptable risk of widespread cascading Outages.

(2)
ERCOT shall, to the fullest extent practicable, utilize the Day-Ahead process, the Adjustment Period process, and the Real-Time process before ordering Resources to specific output levels with Emergency Base Point instructions.  It is anticipated that, with effective and timely communication, the market-based tools available to ERCOT will avert most threats to the reliability of the ERCOT System.  However, these Protocols do not preclude ERCOT from taking any action to preserve the integrity of the ERCOT System.
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