Regional Planning Group Meeting Notes

August 17, 2012

Agenda

· Welcome and Antitrust Admonition

· Introductions

· Miscellaneous Update

· PLWG Update Report

· ERCOT Load Forecasting Process

· Congestion in West Texas

· Solar Inverters
· Five Year Transmission Plan Update and RPG Reviews
Miscellaneous Update

· Jeff Billo of ERCOT chaired the meeting in Warren Lasher’s absence.
· Sandy Morris was introduced to the RPG. She is the new manager of Resource Adequacy at ERCOT reporting to Warren Lasher. She will be responsible for the CDR and SARA as well as the generation aspects of the LTS. 
· Jeff announced that two ERCOT interns have mapped out our interconnection process and a consultant is now looking for areas of improvement. 
· ERCOT gets its generation models through the RARF (Resource Asset Registration Form). TSPs are supposed to communicate with Resource Entities regarding corrections to the models, but this process does not always work. ACTION: Can the TSP’s see the RARF? Jeff noted that if various entities have different models for the same resource, it could be a liability issue.
· Mike Juricek of ONCOR inquired about the Loss-of-Load study. Kevin Hanson of ERCOT responded that he is working on this with a vendor and expects internal results in September and results for the public in October.

Congestion in West Texas

· Ken Donohoo of ONCOR did a presentation on Odessa North Congestion. This a load pocket related to oil and natural gas exploration and production located in the Midland/Odessa area. Load growth has increased 20% compared to the same period last year.
· Several actions are underway to serve this load short term including a mitigation plan that was approved by ERCOT on 18Jul2012. As a clarification, “approved” in this presentation means available, up and running.
· On-line monitoring has recently been installed for the top-oil and winding temperatures on the Odessa North autotransformer. ACTION: Beth Garza requested an update of this monitoring at the next RPG. Ken agreed to do this.
· Long term solutions were also presented including converting 69 kV loads to 138kV. These planned projects will run out to 2018.
· Most of the load in this area is not weather sensitive.   
PLWG Update

· John Moore of Stratus Energy gave an update on the most recent PLWG meeting.

· They discussed Section 8 of the Planning Guide and decided that it needs oversite.

· There was a special topic: TRE on Response to NERC Regarding Issues Associated with Near and Long Term Planning.
· The Operations and Planning Synchronization Task Force updated the PLWG. To be in line with the upcoming NERC TPL standard revision, they are proposing adding a sixth planning year. Jeff favors a seventh year, but said that this is a step in the right direction. It was also proposed that to free up resources for this extra planning we do the TPIT three times a year rather than four. In any case, none of this is likely to happen before next year.
· The next PLWG meeting will be on 30Aug2012 from 9:30am to 3:30pm; this is an open meeting.
ERCOT Load Forecasting Process

· Last month the RPG ended early because the electricity went out. This was in the middle of Calvin Opheim’s presentation. It was decided that he would do his entire presentation during this meeting.
· To create a long-term load forecast requires: 
· Employment or economic data forecasts for each county for the duration of the forecasting time-frame.
· Hourly weather forecast for each weather zone which will be used for each forecasting year.

· Moody’s has been ERCOT’s source of economic information for a long time. They provide ~ 20 variables. ERCOT has found non-farm employment to be the best explanatoryvariable for predicting energy.
· This year ERCOT has purchased economic data from Woods and Poole to use as an additional source of forecasted non-farm employment.

·  About half of the forecasting effort is spent creating the normal weather hourly profile. 
·  Average temperature is used to forecast monthly consumption; maximum or minimum temperature is used to forecast peak demand. The summer peak demand usually occurs in August, but not always (so far this year the summer peak was in June). The annual maximum temperatures occurring in June, July, August, and September is used to determine the forecasted maximum temperature for the summer peak.
· For the 90/10 forecasts, one can determine the 90/10 temperature and run it through the forecast model or run all historical weather through the forecast model and determine the 90/10 load forecast based on the distribution of forecasted summer peak demands. At ERCOT we do the latter. 
Solar PV Inverters
· Anuj Dixit of ERCOT did a presentation on solar inverters with respect to the ERCOT protocols.
· ERCOT has encountered some proposed projects in which the inverter designs limit the capability of the solar plant because all of the protocol requirements were not considered in the design.
· All of the actual in production utility scale arrays meet these requirements.

Five Year Transmission Plan Update and RPG Reviews
· The reliability analysis for N-1 is almost complete.

· The reliability cases with initial set of n-1 reliability projects, initial reliability projects list and the remaining overloads spreadsheet were posted last week.

· Ehsan Rehman presented an update on the ERCOT Independent Review of the STEC KEC-MEC Load Addition project.  Based on ERCOT’s review the cost estimate has increased which has driven the project to be reclassified as a Tier 1 project which will require ERCOT Board of Director endorsement.  ERCOT plans to present the project to TAC and the Board in September.
