Regional Planning Group Meeting Notes

September 14, 2012

Agenda

· Welcome and Antitrust Admonition

· Introductions

· Miscellaneous Update

· PLWG Update
· Planning Guide Changes to Address SSR and SSCI

· Congestion in West Texas

· Five Year Transmission Plan Update and RPG Reviews
Miscellaneous Update

· The LOLP study has been delayed. The vendor in charge of the LOLP study is working with the vendor in charge of the wind generation patterns. The new patterns are necessary to correct errors seen earlier.
· Walter Reid of the Wind Collation expressed the option that the Resource Adequacy should be modeled with the mothballed generators. Warren Lasher of ERCOT is asking how likely it is that the mothballed units would actually come back. Jeff Billo of ERCOT asked about the criteria: 3 to 5 years ago the 5 Year Plan had enough generation to assure a secure case. This may not be valid today. Warren said that we should have a correction factor in the CDR for mothballed units.

· Jeff reported on some recent discussion of the OPSTF (Operations & Planning Synchronization Task Force). Today we consider a Transmission element overloaded if it is carrying greater than 100% of its rating. They are looking at 90% and 95%. Why? The load is increasing and transmission construction can take over two years. 
· The Board of Directors meeting has been cancelled for October. The plan is to meet every other month in 2013.

PLWG Update
· Sergio Garza of LCRA announced that the PGRR018 (a procedure that requires proof of the availability of water, air permits and financial security) passed the TAC unanimously and will now go to the Board in November. If it passes, it will go into effect on 1Dec2012. 
· There is a proposal to add a 6th year to the planning process. To account for the extra effort that this would require, it is also being proposed that the TPIT only be published three times/year.

Planning Guide Changes to Address SSR and SSCI
· John Adams of ERCOT reported on this subject.

· The key to understanding this presentation is to understand when it is the time for a study and when it is a time for mitigation,

· ERCOT’s interest in this subject is to prevent a cascading event.
· In an effort to avoid such events, ERCOT and the generation owners are asking the wind generation manufacturers for their models. Walter Reid pointed out that as these manufacturers are in competition with one another; this is a nontrivial confidentiality issue to address.

· To avoid anyone from having to do their testing over, it was suggested that coordinated testing would be worthwhile. It was suggested that a meeting should be scheduled on this subject.

· John has been asked to present this same presentation to the Board on 18Sept2012 in an executive session.
· Based upon the points raised in this meeting, John is going to revise his presentation and present it at the next PLWG on the 24th for the purpose of revising the Planning Guide on this subject.
Congestion in West Texas
· Mike Juricek of ONCOR presented an update to the presentation given by Ken Donohoo during the RPG last month.

· Mike noted that the Odessa North autotransformer has exceeded the calculated rating four times since December2010.
· Possible solutions are:
· Increase the rating due to the online monitoring of top-oil and winding temperatures.

· Move in an additional transformer

· Construct a new substation

· ONCOR is trying to get electricity usage forecasts from their customers. Their conclusion is that they cannot force their customers to give them information. The concern is that one’s competitor could infer the amount of their production based upon their electricity use should that information become public.
· Jeff said that ERCOT is being asked:

· When will the west Texas issue be fixed?

· Is the process broken?
· The subject of lowering the criteria for what is considered “over loaded” was also discussed. There was some debate whether this proposal is over building the system or just being conservative.
Five Year Transmission Plan Update and RPG Reviews
· Prabhu Gnanam of ERCOT said that the n-1 reliability projects list and cases will be posted in two weeks.
· The UPlan economic case information will be posted in ~ two months.
