PLWG Meeting Notes
August 30, 2012

1. Antitrust Admonition
2. Agenda Review
3. Update on ROS and TAC Activity on PLWG Matters
a.
PLWG Report to ROS Summary 

Based on PLWG recommendation, ROS directed SSWG to create a year 6 case starting October, 2013 and directed PLWG to initiate revisions for having three TPIT updates per year instead of four including spreadsheet and case updates.  PLWG will be initiating the protocol and planning guide revisions to accommodate these requirements. 
Jay Teixeria presented the TPIT schedule showing three TPIT updates vs. four TPIT updates.  Revisions to multiple documents including Planning Guide, ALDR, Protocols, SSWG procedures, etc. are required to incorporate the 6 year out SSWG future summer peak case.  John Moore and Jay Teixeria will propose draft revisions to these documents at the next PLWG meeting. 

The members briefly discussed the GATF request to relocate section 8 of the Planning Guide to the protocols and ROS approval for this alteration.  GATF will be responsible for initiating a PGRR to accomplish this change.
b. 
PGRRs Considered

No new PGRRs considered at the ROS meeting and the previously ROS approved PGRR018 will be considered at the next TAC meeting. 
c.
Operations and Planning Synchronization Task Force 

OPSTF plan to recommend inclusion of autotransformer unavailability in planning studies for ROS consideration and approval next month.  Assuming ROS will approve this item; PLWG may be directed to revise the planning criteria as well as propose an implementation plan.
4. 2012 PLWG Work Plan
a.
PLWG Status Bar Review  & Review PLWG Schedule for Remainder of 2012
PGRR019 & PGRR021 (administrative changes) will be submitted for approval.

PLWG reviewed the proposed PGRR021 and did not provide any additional comments for this PGRR.

Contingency Submission PGRR (number is not assigned):  Planning Guide revision requiring the TSPs to submit the contingency files to ERCOT is proposed.

Potential PLWG assignments from ROS,  if OPSTF recommendation to include long-term unavailability of autotransformers in the planning studies is approved at the next ROS meeting.
PLWG needs to revise multiple documents including Protocols and Planning Guides to incorporate the SSWG 6 year out future planning case and new proposed TPIT updates.
5. Special Topics 
a. Review Possible Revision to Section 4 of the Planning Guide Based on OPSTF Discussion
Jeff Billo presented proposed language for Planning Criteria revision and Blake Williams presented a proposed a table format for the Planning Criteria to conduct Planning studies.  The group briefly discussed the benefits of including the criteria table in addition to the proposed Planning Criteria language revision.  The general consensus was to move forward with simplifying the Planning Criteria language revision and adding the criteria table to the Planning Guide.  A draft copy of the revisions will be presented at the next PLWG meeting.
b. ERCOT RPG Charter Issues
John Moore and Jeff Billo will propose protocol languages for requiring TSPs to implement the ERCOT 5-year plan identified projects or direct ERCOT to solicit other TSPs to construct these projects.
6. PLWG Action Items from Previous Meetings
a. 
(3f)Consider LTSA Results in Determination of Five Year Transmission Plan Project

Greg Thurnher presented a draft version of the LTA study procedure (white paper).  This will be presented at the next ROS meeting for their approval.
b.
(12a)Develop Future Year Seasonal Cases in DSB. (Tabled until October Meeting)

7. Modeling and Technical Requirements associated with Inverter Plants (Solar, Inverter base and Storage type resources in ERCOT):
John Adams presented the proposed modeling and technical requirements associated with Solar, Inverter base and Storage type generation resources in ERCOT.  John stated that currently ERCOT does not have specific requirements for the Solar, Inverter and Storage type of generation resources modeling in the in the Planning Guides.  There is a need for modeling requirements in terms of steady-state, dynamic and short circuit models.  For these types of resources, reactive capability of the inverter to provide the reactive requirements within 0.5 seconds for a voltage set point change from 100%-90% nominal. These requirements will be included in the RARF.  This presentation was to identify the parameters needed to be included in the RARF and the validation values/points. The requirements include Registration data, telemetry data, Status, ancillary service capabilities, fixed position solar farms and other data necessary to make solar forecast, meteorological data.  ERCOT plans to draft a PRR to incorporate these requirements and will also seek input from other ISOs and other working groups (SSWG, SPWG, DWG, etc.).  The stakeholders can send questions/suggestions to John Adams at ERCOT. ERCOT plans to discuss these details with OWG.  
Biju Mathew questioned whether the varying charging rates of the storage batteries based on age are considered.  ERCOT acknowledged that this requirement needs to be considered in the data request and also request the potential expected output profiles from the Solar resources.
PLWG will provide endorsement to ERCOT to move forward with the PRR revisions.
Next PLWG meeting is scheduled on September 25, 2012.  Meeting Adjourned.  

