APPROVED
Minutes of the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) Meeting

ERCOT Austin – 7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Thursday, August 16, 2012 – 9:30 a.m.
Attendance
Members:

	Armke, James
	Austin Energy
	

	Bartos, Brian
	Bandera Electric Cooperative
	

	Carpenter, Jeremy
	Tenaska Power Services
	Alt. Rep. for S. Helyer

	DeTullio, David
	Air Liquide
	

	Donohoo, Ken
	Oncor Electric Delivery
	

	Garrett, Mark
	Direct Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Green, Bob
	Garland Power and Light
	

	Greer, Clayton
	Morgan Stanley
	

	Gutierrez, Fred
	BP Energy
	

	Hatfield, Bill
	LCRA
	

	Holloway, Harry
	GDF Suez Energy Marketing
	

	Jones, Randy
	Calpine
	

	Keetch, Rick
	Reliant Energy Retail Services
	

	Kunkel, Dennis
	AEP Service Corporation
	

	Marsh, Tony
	MAMO Enterprises
	

	McDaniel, Rex
	Texas-New Mexico Power
	

	Moore, John
	South Texas Electric Cooperative
	

	Reed, Cyrus
	Sierra Club
	

	Rocha, Paul
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Ryno, Randy
	Brazos Electric Power Cooperative
	

	Sanz, Ramon
	Brownsville PUB
	Alt. Rep. for E. Alvarez

	Wagner, Marguerite
	Edison Mission
	Alt. Rep. for B. Schwarz

	Williams, Blake
	CPS Energy
	


The following proxy was assigned:

· Thresa Allen to Marguerite Wagner
Guests:

	Alford, Anthony
	CenterPoint Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Bern, Allan
	Oncor
	

	Bevill, Jennifer
	AEP 
	Via Teleconference

	Brockhan, John
	CenterPoint Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Brown, Amanda
	Xtreme Power
	

	Brown, Jeff
	Shell
	Via Teleconference

	Bruce, Mark
	Stratus Energy Group
	

	Calhoun, Brad
	CNP
	

	Caufield, Dennis
	Texas Reliability Entity
	Via Teleconference

	Chessmore, Carol
	Oncor
	Via Teleconference

	Collins, Bob
	Texas Reliability Entity
	Via Teleconference

	Crews, Curtis
	Texas Reliability Entity
	

	Cruz-Montes, Michael
	CenterPoint Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Davidson, Brian
	PUCT
	Via Teleconference

	Detelich, David
	CPS Energy
	Via Teleconference

	English, Barksdale
	Austin Energy
	

	Evans, Doug
	STEC
	Via Teleconference

	Fogarty, Audrey
	Xtreme Power
	Via Teleconference

	Fontenot, John
	BTU
	

	Galliguez, Presilo
	Brazos Electric
	Via Teleconference

	Garza, Sergio
	LCRA TSC
	

	Grimm, Larry
	Navigant Consulting
	

	Hampton, Brenda
	Luminant
	

	Harris, Doug
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Henry, Mark
	Texas Reliability Entity
	

	Horvath, Julius
	WETT
	

	John, Ebby
	CNP
	

	Juricek, Michael
	Oncor
	

	Kee, David
	CPS Energy
	

	Kolodziej, Eddie
	Customized Energy Solutions
	

	Krishnaswamy, Vikram
	Constellation
	Via Teleconference

	Kroskey, Tony
	Brazos Electric
	Via Teleconference

	Lane, Rob
	Luminant
	

	Mathew, Shirley
	Lone Star Transmission
	Via Teleconference

	McClellan, Suzi
	Good Company Associates
	

	Mercado, David
	CenterPoint Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Moore, John
	Stratus Energy
	

	Myers, Brad
	AEP
	Via Teleconference

	Niemeyer, Sydney
	NRG Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Owens, Frank
	Cross Texas Transmission
	

	Penney, David
	Texas Reliability Entity
	

	Reid, Walter
	Wind Coalition
	

	Roelse, Chris
	PUCT
	Via Teleconference

	Rushing, Bryan
	Quanta Technology
	Via Teleconference

	Sandidge, Clint
	Noble Energy Solutions
	Via Teleconference

	Santos, Juan
	Worley Parsons
	

	Stephenson, Randa
	Lone Star Transmission
	

	Suarez, John
	Regulus Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Turner, David
	Lone Star Transmission
	

	Vo, Trieu
	CPS Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Walker, DeAnn
	CenterPoint Energy
	


ERCOT Staff:

	Albracht, Brittney
	
	

	Blackmer, Kelly
	
	

	Blevins, Bill
	
	Via Teleconference

	Billo, Jeff
	
	

	Conto, José
	
	

	Flores, Isabel
	
	

	Hanson, Kevin
	
	Via Teleconference

	Hartman, Jimmy
	
	

	Healy, Jeff
	
	Via Teleconference

	Huang, Fred
	
	Via Teleconference

	Landin, Yvette
	
	

	Stout, Matt
	
	

	Thompson, Chad
	
	Via Teleconference

	Villanueva, Leo
	
	

	White, Steve
	
	Via Teleconference

	Xiao, Hong
	
	Via Teleconference


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

2012 ROS Chair Blake Williams called the August 16, 2012 ROS meeting to order at 9:35 a.m.
Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Williams directed attention to the displayed ERCOT Antitrust Admonition and noted the requirement to comply with the ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was available for review.
Agenda Review
There were no changes to the agenda.
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Update (see Key Documents)

Mr. Williams noted that TAC did not meet in August 2012.

ROS Voting Items (see Key Documents)
Draft June 14, 2012 ROS Meeting Minutes 
Draft July 12, 2012 ROS Meeting Minutes
David DeTullio moved to approve the June 14 and July 12, 2012 ROS meeting minutes as posted.  Randy Ryno seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

2012 Goals
Paul Rocha moved to approve two 2012 ROS goals: 
· Complete a review of the Guides, Procedures and Protocols to ensure proper alignment between planning and operational realities.
· Monitor the progress of planning go-live and associated system changes. (System Change Request (SCR) 760, Recommended Changes Needed for Information Model Manager and Topology Processor for Planning Models.)
Mr. Ryno seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) 034, Rescind Telemetry Performance Calculation Exclusions
Mr. Williams noted that the Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) continues to review uninitiated projects for possible reprioritization.  ERCOT Staff expressed concern with redacting telemetry for planned Outages, and requested the opportunity to work with the Network Data Support Working Group (NDSWG) to consider the approved language.  
Mr. Rocha moved to table NOGRR034 and direct NDSWG to review NOGRR034 with ERCOT Staff.  Randy Jones seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NOGRR095, Type 2 Special Protection System Submissions 

Mr. Williams noted the TAC request that ROS review compliance language regarding Special Protection Systems (SPSs).  Market Participants expressed concern that allowing Resource Entities not registered as Transmission Operators (TOPs) with the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) to own and operate an SPS will impose additional responsibility and liability on Transmission Service Providers (TSPs); that the Texas Reliability Entity (Texas RE) has concerns with the NOGRR095 as currently proposed; whether certain responsibilities might be assigned via Coordinated Functional Registration (CFR) agreements; and whether a Regional Standard might be proposed.  Market Participants observed that there is increasing concern and discomfort with the use of SPSs; that SPSs ideally serve as a bridge to an increasingly robust transmission system; and that the current regulatory scheme prevents arrangements that would benefit the system.  ERCOT Staff offered to work with interested Market Participants to develop additional language.
Mr. R. Jones moved to table NOGRR095 for one month.  Clayton Greer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NOGRR096, Clarification of RRS Obligation  

NOGRR097, New Section 8I, Black Start Resource Availability Test Form 
NOGRR098, Change of Facility Submission Time Lines to Align with Protocols 
Mr. Rocha moved to recommend approval of NOGRR096, NOGRR097, and NOGRR098 as recommended by OWG in the respective 7/18/12 OWG Reports.  Rick Keetch seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 465, Transmission Planning Analysis to Minimize the Need for RMR Units
James Armke reviewed the 8/9/12 Operations and Planning Synchronization Task Force (OPSTF) comments to NPRR465.  ERCOT Staff expressed support for Option 2 wherein ERCOT may perform transmission reliability analysis over a planning horizon as defined by the available Steady-State Working Group power flow base cases but not to exceed five years, citing reliability needs.  Market Participants expressed support for Option 1, opining that the two year option provides for a more robust model, and that other studies are available for reliability.  Market Participants discussed that it is difficult to predict technology and other developments three to five years out; extending and exiting annual Reliability Must-Run (RMR) contracts; differences between RMR studies and transmission studies; study timelines; and if a three year option might be considered.  
Mr. R. Jones moved to endorse NPRR465 as amended by the 8/9/12 OPSTF and as revised by ROS (Option 1).  Harry Holloway seconded the motion.  Market Participants requested that ERCOT prepare an Impact Analysis and its comments regarding study timelines for review at the August 23, 2012 PRS meeting.  
Mr. Rocha moved to call for the question.  Mr. Keetch seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one objection from the Investor Owned Utility (IOU) Market Segment.  

The motion carried via roll call vote with two objections from the Municipal and IOU Market Segments and two abstentions from the IOU Market Segments.
NPRR473, Process for Submission of Generation Resource Weatherization Information 
ERCOT Staff explained that NPRR473 is responsive to the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) and created a process to accommodate the legislatively mandated submission of generator emergency operations plans.  Market Participants noted understanding of ERCOT’s need, but expressed concern for ambiguous language.  Market Participants discussed that upcoming workshops will inform discussion of NPRR473; that generators have incentives to operate in extreme temperature conditions; and that Entities are interested in assisting ERCOT with streamlining its processes.  ERCOT Staff welcomed Market Participant comments to NPRR473.  ROS took no action regarding NPRR473.
Planning Working Group (PLWG) Recommendation – Modify Data Set B (DSB) Structure from Years 1,2,3,4,5 to 1,2,3,5,7 

Sergio Garza presented the PLWG recommendation regarding the structure of DSB and reviewed considerations undertaken in making the recommendation.  ERCOT Staff requested that a seventh year case be constructed.   Market Participants expressed concern for workload; and whether Transmission Information and Tracking (TPIT) should be filed three times per year, rather than four.  Marguerite Wagner expressed sympathy for the work involved in quarterly reporting, but that the TPIT is a valuable tool.  Ken Donohoo recommended sets for years 1,2,3,4,5,6 and then years 1,2,3,4,5,7 the following year, and/or dropping year 1, and offered suggestions for improving the TPIT by producing from the Model on Demand (MOD) data base used for the base cases.  Market Participants discussed necessary revisions to Protocols, Guides, and procedure manuals.  Brad Myers noted that the Steady State Working Group (SSWG) would like to test building sixth and seventh year cases, before those cases are made requirements, to ensure that a useful result can be obtained.   
Bob Green moved to modify the DSB structure from years 1,2,3,4 and 5 to years 1,2,3,4,5 and 6; to direct SSWG to create a year 6 power flow case to be published in October 2013; to direct PLWG to propose revisions to TPIT requirements by July 2013; and to direct PLWG to initiate the necessary NPRRs and PGRRs.  Mr. Donohoo seconded the motion.  Mr. Green and Mr. Donohoo accepted Mr. Rocha’s amendment to the motion to reduce TPIT reporting and base case updates from four times per year to three times per year.  Market Participants reiterated concerns for workload as it pertains to TPIT frequency and changes to the DSB structure.  The motion carried with one objection from the Independent Generator Market Segment, and one abstention from the Independent Generator Market Segment.

Seminar Task Force (STF) Reporting to OWG
Brad Calhoun presented the OWG recommendation for the formation of the STF.  

Mr. Rocha moved to establish the STF to report to the OWG.  Mr. R. Jones seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Rocha moved to approve the STF scope as presented and to name Allan Allgower as STF Chair.  Mr. R. Jones seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
NDSWG Vice Chair – Tony Kroskey, BEC 
Mr. Green moved to confirm Tony Kroskey as NDSWG Vice Chair.  Mr. DeTullio seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

September 8, 2011 Southwestern Blackout – Group A & B Recommendations (see Key Documents)
Mark Henry presented the draft report to NERC on the follow-up actions for the September 8, 2011 Southwestern Blackout recommendations.  Mr. Henry noted that, based on discussions with ERCOT stakeholders, Texas RE will continue discussions on several topics to improve understanding of Regional practices and might develop specific recommendations regarding the handling of relay settings in ratings, particularly when these are most limiting series elements; operational use of facility owner’s ratings when different values are not available for continuous, two hour, and 15 minute capability; consideration of overload relay trip times when establishing post-contingency mitigation plans; and a review of processes for coordination of SPS and Under-Voltage Load Shedding (UVLS) with other protection schemes, especially overload relays. 

ERCOT Updates (see Key Documents) 

Pilot Project for Fast Responding Regulation Service (FRRS)
ERCOT Staff reviewed responses to FRRS pilot project questions and comments and the pilot schedule, and invited additional stakeholder comment and questions.

July System Planning Report
ERCOT Staff presented the July System Planning Report.

July Operations Report
ERCOT Staff presented the July Operations Report.
Load Resources and RRS – Study/Methodology Assessment (see Key Documents)
David Mercado reported DWG consensus that ERCOT’s analysis was thorough and its methodology appropriate; and that should Load response be increased to 70 percent of Responsive Reserve (RRS), additional sensitivity studies may be required.  Market Participants discussed concerns for limited inertia; the need to monitor and document live events for over frequency; and parameters of the study.  David Kee reviewed Performance Disturbance Compliance Working Group (PDCWG) concerns and recommendations regarding the study, and PDCWG recommendations.  Market Participants discussed that ROS will debate the appropriate percentage should a Revision Request be filed.

ROS Working Group/Task Force Reports (Key Documents)
Black Start Working Group (BSWG)

Black Start Training/Resource Testing 

ERCOT Staff reported results of recent Black Start training sessions.

Critical Infrastructure Protection Working Group (CIPWG)

Dynamics Working Group (DWG)
Nodal Protocol and Guides Resolution Task Force (NPGRTF)

NDSWG

NERC Reliability Working Group (NRWG)

OWG
OPSTF

System Protection Working Group (SPWG)

Steady State Working Group Report (SSWG)
No questions were offered regarding the posted reports.

PDCWG
Mr. Kee reviewed recent PDCWG activities.  Market Participants requested that ROS review the July 10, 2012 DCS Event, and the PDCWG recommendation that Protocols be clarified as they pertain to the primary frequency obligation that RRS provides, at the September 13, 2012 ROS meeting.
PLWG

Update: Generation Adequacy Task Force (GATF)/PLWG Discussion re Planning Guide Section 8:  Planning Reserve Margin

Mr. Garza reported that an NPRR would be initiated to move language regarding the minimum ERCOT Planning Reserve Margin criteria from the Planning Guides to the Nodal Protocols.

Other Business

After a brief discussion, Mr. Williams noted that a workshop regarding NPRR473 would be held at ERCOT Austin on October 1, 2012.

Ms. Wagner requested that ERCOT Staff bring draft 2013 Ancillary Service procurement guidelines forward at the September  2012 ROS and WMS meetings.

Adjournment
Mr. Williams adjourned the August 16, 2012 ROS meeting at 4:34 p.m.
� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2012/08/20120816-ROS" �http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2012/08/20120816-ROS� 
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