Summary of Nodal Protocol Revisions

Effective:  August 1, 2012

Section 1:

NPRR438 – Additional Minimum Counter-Party Qualification Requirements, Including Risk Management Capability Requirements
This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) establishes minimum requirements for Counter-Parties to participate in the ERCOT markets.     

Revised Subsection:  1.3.1.1 [effective on January 1, 2013]
NPRR443 – Removal of Switchable Generation Resource Plans from Protected Information
This NPRR removes the unavailability plans for Switchable Generation from the list of items considered to be Protected Information under the Protocols.  

Revised Subsection:  1.3.1.1

NPRR458 – Establishment of ERCOT’s Central Counterparty Role
This NPRR establishes ERCOT as the central counterparty to all transactions in the ERCOT market, except those involving bilateral trades or self-arranged services; establishes mutuality between ERCOT and buyers and sellers in the ERCOT markets in order to facilitate ERCOT’s ability to effectuate set-off in bankruptcy proceedings related to a Market Participant default; and deletes all references to ERCOT acting “as agent for” or “on behalf of” a Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) when it purchases energy or Ancillary Services.     

Revised Subsection:  1.2 [effective on January 1, 2013]
Section 2:

NPRR416 – Creation of the RUC Resource Buyback Provision (formerly “Removal of the RUC Clawback Charge for Resources Other than RMR Units”)
This NPRR adds a buy-back provision for Resources committed by ERCOT’s Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC) process that allows all RUC Clawback Charges associated with the RUC commitment to be waived and RUC Make-Whole Payments to be forfeited.     

Revised Subsection:  2.1 [effective upon system implementation]

NPRR436 – Clarify the Use of the Defined Term Season and Its Derivatives
This NPRR deletes the reference to the Operating Guides in paragraph (6) of Section 3.7, Resource Parameters, and capitalizes uses of the word “Season” and its derivatives where applicable according to the definition in Section 2.1, Definitions.     

Revised Subsection:  2.1 

NPRR456 – Clarification of Definition of Electrically Similar Settlement Points and Heuristic Pricing Posting
This NPRR removes the rating requirement in the current definition for Electrically Similar Settlement Points and introduces a daily public report to post the heuristic pricing associations for Day-Ahead Market (DAM) and Real-Time Market (RTM) price calculations.    

Revised Subsection:  2.1

NPRR458 – Establishment of ERCOT’s Central Counterparty Role
See Section 1 above.
Revised Subsection:  2.1 [effective on January 1, 2013]
NPRR468 – Alignment of System-Wide Offer Cap and Scarcity Pricing Mechanism Language with PUCT Substantive Rules 
This NPRR removes the specifics for determining the System-Wide Offer Cap (SWCAP) and operating the scarcity pricing mechanism language from the Protocols, which will be incorporated into the Other Binding Document, “System-Wide Offer Cap and Scarcity Pricing Mechanism Methodology.”
Revised Subsection:  2.1
NPRR469 – Modifications to CCTs
This NPRR changes the Constraint Competitiveness Tests (CCTs) to resolve the issues with the current design.     

Revised Subsections:  2.1, 2.2 

Section 3:

NPRR416 – Creation of the RUC Resource Buyback Provision (formerly “Removal of the RUC Clawback Charge for Resources Other than RMR Units”)
See Section 2 above.
Revised Subsection:  3.9.1 [effective upon system implementation]
NPRR436 – Clarify the Use of the Defined Term Season and Its Derivatives
See Section 2 above.
Revised Subsections:  3.7, 3.14.1.7
NPRR452 – Clarification of Reactive Power Requirements 

This NPRR clarifies the Reactive Power requirement for Generation Resources required to provide Voltage Support Service (VSS).
Revised Subsection:  3.15 

NPRR462 – Removal of Consumer Benefit Test from the ERCOT Planning Criteria 

This NPRR removes the consumer benefit test from the ERCOT planning criteria consistent with the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) Project 39537, Rulemaking to Implement HB 971, Relating to Economic Criteria for a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for an Electric Transmission Project.
Revised Subsection:  3.11.2

NPRR468 – Alignment of System-Wide Offer Cap and Scarcity Pricing Mechanism Language with PUCT Substantive Rules 
See Section 2 above.
Revised Subsection:  3.19
NPRR469 – Modifications to CCTs
See Section 2 above.
Revised Subsections:  3.19, 3.19.1, 3.19.2, and 3.19.3 [partially effective upon system implementation]

Section 4:
NPRR456 – Clarification of Definition of Electrically Similar Settlement Points and Heuristic Pricing Posting
See Section 2 above.
Revised Subsection:  4.2.3.1 [effective upon system implementation]

NPRR458 – Establishment of ERCOT’s Central Counterparty Role
See Section 1 above.
Revised Subsections:  4.4.7.1, 4.4.7.1.1, 4.6.4 [effective on January 1, 2013]
NPRR468 – Alignment of System-Wide Offer Cap and Scarcity Pricing Mechanism Language with PUCT Substantive Rules 
See Section 2 above.
Revised Subsections:  4.4.11, 4.4.11.1, 4.4.11.2

Section 5:

NPRR416 – Creation of the RUC Resource Buyback Provision (formerly “Removal of the RUC Clawback Charge for Resources Other than RMR Units”)
See Section 2 above.
Revised Subsections:  5.5.2, 5.7.2, 5.7.6 [effective upon system implementation]
NPRR436 – Clarify the Use of the Defined Term Season and Its Derivatives
See Section 2 above.
Revised Subsection:  5.6.1.2

Section 6:

NPRR416 – Creation of the RUC Resource Buyback Provision (formerly “Removal of the RUC Clawback Charge for Resources Other than RMR Units”)
See Section 2 above.
Revised Subsection:  6.4.6 [effective upon system implementation]

NPRR436 – Clarify the Use of the Defined Term Season and Its Derivatives
See Section 2 above.
Revised Subsection:  6.6.9

NPRR445 – DC Tie Load Zone Price Clarification
This NPRR clarifies that the Real-Time Settlement Point Price at a Direct Current Tie (DC Tie) Load Zone is not weighted by the State Estimator Load value, which includes inadvertent energy.
Revised Subsection:  6.6.1.2

NPRR446 – Correction of Non-Spin Ancillary Service Schedule Telemetry for Standing Non-Spin Deployment
This NPRR corrects the language that describes how QSEs will update the Non-Spinning Reserve (Non-Spin) Ancillary Service Schedule value in telemetry as introduced in NPRR426, Standing Non-Spin Deployment in the Operating Hour for Generation Resources Providing On-Line Non-Spin, which was approved by the ERCOT Board on December 12, 2011.
Revised Subsection:  6.5.7.6.2.3

NPRR447 – Remove Day- Ahead QSE Requested Decommit Language
This NPRR removes eligibility rule language from Section 6.4.6, QSE-Requested Decommitment of Resources and Changes to Ancillary Service Resource Responsibility of Resources, which conflicts with Section 4.6.2.3, Day-Ahead Make-Whole Settlements; thereby allowing the eligibility rules in Section 4.6.2.3 to determine appropriate startup and energy compensation.   
Revised Subsection:  6.4.6
NPRR458 – Establishment of ERCOT’s Central Counterparty Role
See Section 1 above.
Revised Subsection:  6.5.7.5 [effective on January 1, 2013]
NPRR469 – Modifications to CCTs
See Section 2 above.
Revised Subsection:  6.5.7.3 [effective upon system implementation]

Section 7:

NPRR455 – CRR Shift Factors Report
This NPRR creates a report on the Market Information System (MIS) Secure Area that provides Shift Factors for any binding constraints in a Congestion Revenue Right (CRR) Auction.
Revised Subsection:  7.5.3.1 [effective upon system implementation]
Section 8:

NPRR436 – Clarify the Use of the Defined Term Season and Its Derivatives
See Section 2 above.
Revised Subsections:  8.1.1.2, 8.1.1.2.1.4

Section 11:

NPRR436 – Clarify the Use of the Defined Term Season and Its Derivatives
See Section 2 above.
Revised Subsections:  11.4.3.1, 11.4.3.2

Section 15:

NPRR457 – Daily Update of New ESI IDs and AMS Meter and Switch Hold Indicators Changes (formerly “Conditional TDSP ESIID Attribute Information for 814_20 Transactions”)
This NPRR provides for the addition of Electric Service Identifier (ESI ID) attribute information for conditions in which the transaction type of 814_20, ESI ID Maintenance Request, is submitted that creates an ESI ID or makes changes to an existing ESI ID’s Advanced Metering System (AMS) or switch hold indicator flags utilizing the create or maintain option when submitting the 814_20 transaction.
Revised Subsection:  15.2 [effective upon system implementation]
Section 16:

NPRR436 – Clarify the Use of the Defined Term Season and Its Derivatives
See Section 2 above.
Revised Subsection:  16.11.4.1

NPRR438 – Additional Minimum Counter-Party Qualification Requirements, Including Risk Management Capability Requirements
See Section 1 above.
Revised Subsections:  16.11.4.1, 16.16, 16.16.1, 16.16.2, 16.16.3 [effective on January 1, 2013]
NPRR443 – Removal of Switchable Generation Resource Plans from Protected Information
See Section 1 above.
Revised Subsection:  16.5.4

NPRR459 – Better Matching Forward Collateralization with Forward Risk in the Real-Time Market
This NPRR adds a seasonal adjustment factor to raise and lower collateral requirements throughout the year in order to help manage the seasonal nature of the ERCOT market; and provides that ERCOT only review the last 40 days of history instead of the last 60 days when determining credit requirements. 
Revised Subsections:  16.11.4.3, 16.11.4.4

Section 18:

NPRR436 – Clarify the Use of the Defined Term Season and Its Derivatives
See Section 2 above.
Revised Subsection:  18.7.1.2

Section 21:

NPRR454 – Removal of Unfunded Project List Language
This NPRR removes language regarding the Unfunded Project List to bring the Protocols in line with the current planning and budgeting process for the ERCOT project portfolio.
Revised Subsections:  21.1, 21.4.6, 21.4.8, 21.4.9, 21.4.10, 21.7
Section 22:

NPRR438 – Additional Minimum Counter-Party Qualification Requirements, Including Risk Management Capability Requirements
See Section 1 above.
Revised Subsection:  22J [effective on January 1, 2013]
NPRR458 – Establishment of ERCOT’s Central Counterparty Role
See Section 1 above.
Revised Subsections:  22A, 22B, 22C, 22D, 22F, 22I [effective on January 1, 2013]
Administrative Changes:

Non-substantive administrative changes were made such as spelling corrections, formatting and correcting Section numbering and references.
Revised Subsections:  7.9.2.1, 8.1.1.2.1.5, 22A, 22B, 22C, 22F, 22I, 22J
ERCOT Fee Schedule:

Addition of CRR Account Holder and Independent Market Information System Registered Entity application fees.
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