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West Zone Congestion Update 

 At the May 2012 ERCOT Board meeting, I provided a 
brief review of some transmission constraints in the West 
Zone that were causing the West Load Zone prices to 
average higher than the rest of the market in the spring. 
 Several of these constraints were outage related, and have reduced in 

late May and June 
 A few constraints are more persistent and associated with either high 

load conditions in the West Zone or the combination of high load/low 
wind conditions in the West Zone 

 Several market participants have raised concerns about 
the relatively higher West Zone prices and the increased 
spreads between the West Hub and the West Load Zone 

 This report provides a more detailed assessment of 
these constraints year-to-date 
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2011 Top 10 Constraints by Value 
January 1 – December 31, 2011 
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2012 Top 10 Constraints by Value 
January 1 – June 28, 2012 
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ERCOT Weather Zones 
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Far West Weather Zone 
Short-Term Load Forecast (May 1-31, 2011 and 2012) 
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May 2011 Average:  1,247 MW 
May 2012 Average:  1,379 MW (10.6% Increase) 
 
ERCOT-Wide Load in May 2012 compared to May 2011:  3.9% increase 



Far West Weather Zone 
Short-Term Load Forecast (June 1-28 @ 15:00, 2011 and 2012) 

7 

0 

500 

1,000 

1,500 

2,000 

2,500 

1 20 39 58 77 96 11
5

13
4

15
3

17
2

19
1

21
0

22
9

24
8

26
7

28
6

30
5

32
4

34
3

36
2

38
1

40
0

41
9

43
8

45
7

47
6

49
5

51
4

53
3

55
2

57
1

59
0

60
9

62
8

64
7

M
W Jun-11

Jun-12

June 2011 Average:  1,434 MW 
June 2012 Average:  1,534 MW (7.0% Increase) 
 
ERCOT-Wide Load in June 2012 compared to June 2011:  4.2% decrease 



Far West Detail 
Load busses with highest loading effect on ODNTH_FMR1  
(June 1-25 @ 16:00, 2011 and 2012) 

8 

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

500

1-May 6-May 11-May 16-May 21-May 26-May 31-May 5-Jun 10-Jun 15-Jun 20-Jun 25-Jun

M
W

May 1-June 25, 2011 @ 16:00 May 1-June 25, 2012 @ 16:00

May 1 - June 25, 2011 Average:   365 MW 
 
May 1 – June 25, 2012 Average:  441 MW (20.8% increase) 
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