Planning Guides Working Group (PLWG) Meeting Minutes, 
May 24, 2012 ERCOT MET, Room 168

Meeting Attendees

Sergio Garza, Chair (LCRA TSC) 

John Moore, Vice-Chair (Stratus Energy) 

Rob Lane (Luminant)

Shirley Mathew (Lone Star)

Julius Horvath (WETT)

Yvette Landin (ERCOT) 

Ken Bowen (CPS Energy)

Prabhu Gnanam (ERCOT)

Biju Mathew (Austin Energy)

Mike Juricek (Oncor)
Gregory Thurnher (ERCOT)
Walter Reid (Wind Coalition) Wayne Kemper (CNP) 

Teleconference/WebEx: 

Paul Hassink (AEP)

1. Update on ROS/TAC Activity regarding PLWG Matters and assignment from ROS.

a. Discussed PLWG position of PGRR 18 per April meeting discussion. PLWG decided to review options previously drafted and also provide some additional wordsmithing/corrections. 
2. 2012 PLWG Work Plan

a. Reviewed and reported on latest PLWG Status Bar (“fork-lifted” items). 
i. PGRR 17 will be taken up at TAC in May; 
ii. PGRR 15 and PGRR 16 were approved by the BoD in May. 
iii. PGRR0 19 is ready for ERCOT Impact Analysis after minor wordsmithing.

iv. PGRR0 20 was briefly discussed; no action required form PLWG.

b. Reviewed and reported on latest PLWG Status Bar (“fork-lifted” items). 
i. PGRR0 18 will be taken up by ROS at June meeting.

ii. Additional discussion on PGRR 18 at Oncor’s request to further discuss financial security requirements.
1. PLWG discussed PGRR 18 and consensus is that as presently posted provides an improvement to current modeling practices; PLWG will provide comments on minor word change regarding water supply (versus water rights) and language consistency/completeness (no material change). 

2. PLWG still supports either of the options discussed in April and will be taken to ROS in June for consideration.
3. PGRR 18 Agenda item at June WMS meeting, Sergio will attend representing PLWG.
3. PLWG Action Items from previous meetings 

a. ROS-assigned planning issues as recommended by OPSTF
i. (3f)Consider LTSA results in determination of Five Year Transmission Plan projects.

1. Discussion on this issue included: Options for thoughtful consideration of LTSA results into 5-year plan; purpose for the LTSA; highlight problems observed in LTSA for 5-year planning consideration (versus focus on improvements); include in 5-year plan scope of work a requirement/phase that considers latest LTSA findings for coordination / selection of projects. 
2. Gregory and Prabhu will consider PLWG’s discussion and draft a recommendation for PLWG consideration at the June meeting.
ii. (12a)Develop future year seasonal cases in DSB.

1. Discussion on this issue included: existing future year cases options limited to a third year winter minimum case; Need for the seasonal future year case is driven by stability study. 
2. Shirley and Julius will draft a recommendation for PLWG consideration at the July meeting.
iii. (12b)Consider modifying DSB structure from years 1,2,3,4 and 5 to years 1,2,3,5 and 7.

1. Discussion on this issue included: re-state PLWG prior position that a 7-year out case is needed for initiating large long-lead time type projects; data credibility of a 7-year out case; find out if there are presently any case requirements in Planning Guide; ALDR implications; need for SSWG input; ERCOT constructing a case versus SSWG.  
2. Sergio, Prabhu and Ken will draft a recommendation for PLWG consideration at the June meeting.
iv. (14)Aged infrastructure, maintenance, and storm hardening considerations.

1. Discussion on this issue included: guidance in guides / protocols or PUC rules regarding decisions on large non planning criteria-driven projects; addressing maintenance-driven projects that may best serve the ERCOT future needs with non in-kind replacements such as rebuilding a 69-kV transmission line to 138-kV standards.
2. Wayne and Sergio will draft a recommendation for PLWG consideration at the July meeting.
b. Updates from teams on:
i. Intro to explain how the TSPs deal with reliability.
1. John Moore reported that Section 4.1 (8) already addresses this issue.
ii. Requirement for posting TSP Specific Planning Criteria
1. Biju Mathew reported that Section 4.1 (8) already addresses this issue. Further, TSP criteria postings verify this existing requirement.
iii. Contingency List Submission and procedures
1. Prabhu reported that ERCOT is consdiereing a PGRR to address this issue. Update to be provided at June meeting.
iv. Should the Planning Guides include PASA/Statement of Opportunities (SOO) documentation?
1. Prabhu reported that at this time, it is not necessary to include PASA/Statement of Opportunities (SOO) documentation in the Planning Guide
v. Continue Review of Principles of Consistency for Addition to the Planning Guide
1. Tabled until June meeting.
vi. Definitions of Seasons
1. Garza summarized work that ERCOT (Sandra Tindall) had done on this effort and will circulate to PLWG. If all in agreement, A PGRR will be initiated.
Action Item Summary
	No.
	Action
	Responsible
	Status

	1
	Draft recommendation to ROS for directing working groups to develop case data validation procedures.
	Rob Lane (Luminant)
	Completed initial draft on 2/29. Plan to discuss in detail at ROS April meeting.

	2
	Introduce preamble for Planning Guide
	Sergio Garza and Yvette Landin
	Completed initial draft on 3/1. Plan to finalize at March meeting.

	3
	Follow up on use of the word “season” in planning guide
	Sergio Garza and Yvette Landin
	In progress.

Plan to finalize at March meeting.
Received Guide references from Sandra Trindall

	4
	Draft recommendation to OPSTF regarding the list of issues the OPSTF will be addressing.
	Sergio Garza
	Initial draft completed 2/29; distributed to PLWG for comments/ edits on 2/29. Plan to send to OPSTF by 3/6.

	5
	Seek input from SSWG on concerns regarding the construction of a 7-year out case
	Sergio Garza
	In progress.

Plan to finalize at March meeting.

	6
	Create new Status Bar for ongoing PLWG work / 2012 work plan.
	Sergio Garza
	In progress.

Plan to finalize at March meeting.

	7
	Update issues list to include Planning Assumptions as requested by CPS.
	Sergio Garza
	In progress.

Plan to finalize at March meeting.

	8
	Update issues list to include distributed generation issue raised by Margarite 
	Sergio Garza
	In progress.

Plan to finalize at March meeting.

	9
	Intro to explain the TSPs deal with reliability. 
	John Moore (Stratus)
	05/25/2012 – Already addressed in Planning Guide (Section 8). 

	10
	Requirement for posting TSP Specific Planning Criteria (need to define the criteria) 
	Garza, Holland, Mathew
	05/25/2012 – Already addressed in Planning Guide (Section 8). Prabhu will find out ERCOT contact and posting procedures.

	11
	Economic Assumptions development Procedures - Add to issues list and prioritize accordingly.  Consider adding review process to the Protocols.  ERCOT will review and possibly add to Section 3.11 of the Protocols.
	
	

	12
	Contingency List (Multiple Circuits) Submission and Procedures (move from SSWG procedures-Rev 1). Need to draft PGRR to clarify.
	Billo
	05/25/2012 – ERCOT will develop a PGRR to address this.

	13
	Should the Planning Guides include PASA/Statement of Opportunities (SOO) documentation? (PUC Sub Rule 25.505). Need to review and determine if language is necessary in the Planning Guide.
	Billo
	05/25/2012 – might not be needed; will determine by June meeting.


