Regional Planning Group Meeting Notes

May 11, 2012

Agenda

· Welcome and Antitrust Admonition

· Introductions

· Miscellaneous Update

· PLWG Update Report

· Updates from other Working Groups

· Five Year Transmission Plan Scope Discussion

· Seasonal Assessment Of Resource Adequacy Update

Miscellaneous Update

· Warren Lasher of ERCOT said that there is a lot of work being done on CREZ transmission outage scheduling. There is no conclusion yet, but a general agreement to keep discussing this subject. The events regarding this subject are well attended and they are optimistic about finding a solution. Warren also said that there is an impressive amount of construction going on for CREZ transmission infrastructure. 
· Walter Reid of the Wind Coalition said that the optimization of CREZ transmission outages is not happening. The TSP’s should plan the outages and document them. Then we can co-ordinate them. Wayne Kemper of CenterPoint said that we should start forecasting the outages to a month or even a quarter and as we get better at it tighten up the window. Doing the outages at the last minutes is costly.

· The question was posed: in the current scheduling data base, is there a CREZ flag so that these outages can be easily found?

· Mike Lee of the PUCT said that if the transmission experts cannot solve this outages scheduling problem, the PUCT may start asking some hard questions. 
·  Greg Thurnher of ERCOT reported on the Kermit software which does time series simulations which is valid with a real time resource mix. The vendor has agreed to walk through two scenarios with the LTS team. Greg agreed to do a presentation on this S/W at the 13July2012 meeting which will be the next LTSTF/RPG joint meeting. 
PLWG Update

· Sergio Garza of LCRA who is the chair of the PLWG announced that they only have two outstanding issues.
· The PGRR018 (A procedure that requires proof of the availability of water, air permits and financial security) is going to be presented at the ROS. There is general agreement on how to handle the water and air permits, but not yet complete agreement on how to handle the financial security. The plan is to let ROS decide how to handle this.

· The next PLWG meeting will be on 24May2012 from 9:30am to 3:30pm; the Market Enhancement Task Force meeting is on the same day (METF was subsequently cancelled).
Updates from other Working Groups

· Greg reported on the DSWG. Last month they discussed the Emergency Response Service. They are trying to identify what Demand Response products are available and figure out how to make these resources part of the planning process.

· Mike Juricek of ONCOR said that the TSP’s need a complete picture of what the load could be. They need to know what load can be dropped as part of a program.

· Greg said that the DR scheduling should be on the Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSE) side. 

· Warren Lasher of ERCOT said that there are two things that we need to know:

· What is out there, the magnitude?

· What is forecast, what we can count on?

· The next DSWG meeting is on 21May2012

· Jeff Billo gave an update on the OPSTF
Five Year Transmission Plan Update: 2012 5YTP Study Scope

· Prabhu Gnanam presented the scope statement for the 2012 5 Year Plan with the comments that he received. Suggested changes are in green and additions are in red. This document can be found on the RPG website.
· When asked about doing planning for all five years, Jeff Billo said that ERCOT is not staffed for that. Rob Lane from Luminant noted that the TSP’s do not have the same tools as ERCOT. Walter Reid added that the TSP’s cannot do economic analysis.
· Mike Juricek noted that NERC requires the TSP’s to do planning. ERCOT uses a different forecast than the TSP’s. Yet, ERCOT is the planning authority. This difference can be 7 – 10% with the higher forecast coming from ERCOT. Therefore we have the potential for conflict.

· The TSP risks building new infrastructure that may not be needed (at least not right away).

·  On ERCOT’s side, new infrastructure that was recommended but not built could be flagged during a NERC audit

· In the current plan, there is no Demand Response.

· Based on the discussion/recommendations, ERCOT will revise the 2012 5YTP scope and will send it to the RPG.

Seasonal Assessment Of Resource Adequacy Update

· Warren noted that the SARA is released four times a year. The most recent one which was presented in the meeting is the final summer/preliminary autumn. The SARA has three scenarios.
