OPSTF Report to ROS
The OPSTF held meetings on May 30 and June 11.  A status report regarding the Top Three issues is being given here as the late June 11 meeting date did not leave time for recommendations to be properly prepared.

Issue # 5:  Appropriate Load Levels to consider in planning studies


In past years, TSPs modeled their peak load forecasts which were non-coincident with the ERCOT peak.  The result was a base case load level that was much higher than the ERCOT forecast (as reflected in the ERCOT CDR, etc.).  For example the 2011 summer peak base case built in 2008 and again in 2009 had a load level that was about 10% higher than ERCOT’s 50th percentile forecast used in the CDR and was roughly equivalent to the ERCOT 90th percentile load forecast.  However, when SSWG cases were built in 2010 and 2011, the aggregate load level was significantly less than the ERCOT 90th percentile forecast.  Therefore, there is strong support within OPSTF for SSWG cases to use load data that corresponds to the TSPs 90th percentile load forecast in order to again create a base case that is approximately equal to the ERCOT 90th percentile forecast.  

Issue # 7:  Long-term unavailability of autotransformers


Because a generator outage can be a long-term event, the ERCOT Planning Criteria has included the following Credible Contingency:


“With any single Generation Resource unavailable, and with any other generation preemptively re-dispatched, the contingency loss of a single Transmission Facility (either without a fault or subsequent to a normally-cleared non-three phase fault) with all other facilities normal.”

Because autotransformer outages can also be long-term, the OPSTF will be proposing similar language for the loss of an auto-transformer.

Issue #8: Generator Unit unavailability and modeling issues

The OPSTF is discussing approaches Planners might undertake to account for variations in Generation Resource unavailability experienced in Real-Time operations.  Of particular concern are areas or load pockets that are subject to large power imports.  Many on the OPSTF feel that Planners should perform studies on such areas using probabilistic or historical Generation Resource unavailability information provided by ERCOT and posted on the MIS secure site.


6/1/2012



OPSTF Report


