MEMO
PRS Memo to 06/07/12

Date: 
May 31, 2012
To:
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Representatives

From:
Tom Burke, Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) Chair 
Subject: Nodal Protocol Revision Requests (NPRRs) 
	Issue: 

Consideration of the following Revision Requests recommended for approval by PRS:

· NPRR443, Removal of Switchable Generation Resource Plans from Protected Information*

· NPRR445, DC Tie Load Zone Price Clarification*
· NPRR446, Correction of Non-Spin Ancillary Service Schedule Telemetry for Standing Non-Spin Deployment*
· NPRR447, Remove Day- Ahead QSE Requested Decommit Language*
· NPRR452, Clarification of Reactive Power Requirements*
· NPRR453, Separation of Year 1 and Year 2 of the Annual CRR Auctions by Timing*
· NPRR454, Removal of Unfunded Project List Language*
· NPRR456, Clarification of Definition of Electrically Similar Settlement Points and Heuristic Pricing Posting

· NPRR457, Daily Update of New ESI IDs and AMS Meter and Switch Hold Indicators Changes

· NPRR463, CRR Auction Structure Enhancements - Urgent
(*) denotes no impacts

	Background/History: 

Unless otherwise noted: (i) all Market Segments were present for each vote and (ii) ERCOT Credit Staff and the Credit Work Group (Credit WG) have reviewed the revision request and do not believe it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability. 
NPRRs and SCRs Recommended for Approval

· NPRR443, Removal of Switchable Generation Resource Plans from Protected Information [ERCOT]. 
Proposed Effective Date:  August 1, 2012
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impact to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR will remove the unavailability plans for Switchable Generation from the list of items considered to be Protected Information under the Protocols.  This information will be reflected in the Annual Planning Models. 
PRS Decision:  On 4/19/12, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR443 as submitted.  There was one abstention from the Independent Power Marketer (IPM) Market Segment.  On 5/17/12, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 4/19/12 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR443 to TAC.    
· NPRR445, DC Tie Load Zone Price Clarification [ERCOT]. 
Proposed Effective Date:  August 1, 2012
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR clarifies that the Real-Time Settlement Point Price at a Direct Current Tie (DC Tie) Load Zone is not weighted by the State Estimator Load value, which includes inadvertent energy. 
PRS Decision:  On 3/22/12, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR445 as submitted.  On 4/19/12, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 3/22/12 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR445 to TAC.  
· NPRR446, Correction of Non-Spin Ancillary Service Schedule Telemetry for Standing Non-Spin Deployment [ERCOT]. 
Proposed Effective Date:  August 1, 2012
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR corrects the language that describes how Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) will update the Non-Spinning Reserve (Non-Spin) Ancillary Service Schedule value in telemetry as introduced in NPRR426, Standing Non-Spin Deployment in the Operating Hour for Generation Resources Providing On-Line Non-Spin, which was approved by the ERCOT Board on December 12, 2011. 
PRS Decision:  On 3/22/12, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR446 as submitted.  On 4/19/12, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 3/22/12 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR446 to TAC.  

· NPRR447, Remove Day- Ahead QSE Requested Decommit Language [ERCOT]. 
Proposed Effective Date:  August 1, 2012
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; anticipated gained efficiencies of one-half hour per day in Settlements and Billing department; no impact to ERCOT computer systems; ERCOT business functions will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR removes eligibility rule language from Section 6.4.6, QSE-Requested Decommitment of Resources and Changes to Ancillary Service Resource Responsibility of Resources, which conflicts with Section 4.6.2.3, Day-Ahead Make-Whole Settlements; thereby allowing the eligibility rules in Section 4.6.2.3 to determine appropriate startup and energy compensation.   
PRS Decision:  On 3/22/12, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR447 as submitted.  On 4/19/12, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 3/22/12 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR447 to TAC.  

· NPRR452, Clarification of Reactive Power Requirements [NPRR366 Workshop]. 
Proposed Effective Date:  August 1, 2012
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR clarifies the Reactive Power requirement for Generation Resources required to provide Voltage Support Service (VSS). 
PRS Decision:  On 4/19/12, PRS voted to recommend approval NPRR452 as amended by the 4/18/12 ERCOT comments.  There were two abstentions from the Consumer and Municipal Market Segments.  On 5/17/12, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 4/19/12 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR452 to TAC.  
· NPRR453, Separation of Year 1 and Year 2 of the Annual CRR Auctions by Timing [ERCOT]. 
Proposed Effective Date:  August, 1 2012
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impact to ERCOT computer systems; ERCOT business functions will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR outlines the Protocol changes needed to allow ERCOT to execute each year of the two-year annual Congestion Revenue Right (CRR) Auctions in separate bid and credit windows for each year to relieve market credit and improve the ability of ERCOT to efficiently execute and analyze the results. 
PRS Decision:  On 4/19/12, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR453 as revised by PRS.  On 5/17/12, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 4/19/12 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR453 to TAC.
· NPRR454, Removal of Unfunded Project List Language [ERCOT]. 
Proposed Effective Date:  August 1, 2012
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impact to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR removes language regarding the Unfunded Project List to bring the Protocols in line with the current planning and budgeting process for the ERCOT project portfolio. 
PRS Decision:  On 4/19/12, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR454 as submitted.  On 5/17/12, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 4/19/12 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR454 to TAC.
· NPRR456, Clarification of Definition of Electrically Similar Settlement Points and Heuristic Pricing Posting [ERCOT]. 
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon System Implementation – Priority 2012; Rank 740
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  $30k - $35k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to Market Management System (MMS), Market Information System (MIS), and ERCOT.com; ERCOT business functions will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR removes the rating requirement in the current definition for Electrically Similar Settlement Points and introduces a daily public report to post the heuristic pricing associations for Day-Ahead Market (DAM) and Real-Time Market (RTM) price calculations. 
PRS Decision:  On 4/19/12, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR456 as submitted.  On 5/17/12, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 4/19/12 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR456 to TAC with a recommended priority of 2012 and rank of 740.
· NPRR457, Daily Update of New ESI IDs and AMS Meter and Switch Hold Indicators Changes (formerly Conditional TDSP ESIID Attribute Information for 814_20 Transactions) [MIS User Group (MISUG)]. 
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon System Implementation – Priority 2013; Rank 730
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  $55k - $65k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to MIS and Information System Master (ISM); no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR provides for the addition of Electric Service Identifier (ESI ID) attribute information for conditions in which the transaction type of 814_20, ESI ID Maintenance Request, is submitted that creates an ESI ID or makes changes to an existing ESI ID’s Advanced Metering System (AMS) or switch hold indicator flags utilizing the create or maintain option when submitting the 814_20 transaction. 
PRS Decision:  On 4/19/12, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR457 as amended by the 4/18/12 RMS comments.  On 5/17/12, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 4/19/12 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR457 to TAC with a recommended priority of 2013 and rank of 730.
· NPRR463, CRR Auction Structure Enhancements [DC Energy] - Urgent. 
Proposed Effective Date:  Pending.
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Pending.
Revision Description:  This NPRR replaces the annual CRR Auction with a semi-annual sequence of four consecutive six-month CRR Auctions selling CRRs up to two years in the future, scheduled according to a TAC-approved calendar.  
PRS Decision:  On 5/17/12, voted to grant NRPR463 Urgent status.  There were four abstentions from the Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP), IPM and Municipal (2) Market Segments.  PRS then voted to recommend approval of NPRR463 as revised by PRS and to forward NPRR463 to TAC.  There were five abstentions from the Cooperative (3), IREP, and IPM Market Segments.  See 5/31/12 Credit Work Group comments.
Revision Requests Rejected and Failed Motions

None.
Revision Requests Withdrawn (no TAC action required)
· NPRR366, Generation Resource Power Factor Criteria Clarification [LCRA]
· NPRR410, Definition of an Energy Storage Resource [Xtreme Power]
Status of Pending Revision Requests (For Information Purposes Only):

Revision Requests Scheduled for Impact Analysis Review and Priority Assignment (if applicable) at the June 21, 2012 PRS Meeting   
· NPRR385, Security Violation Analysis and Reporting and Negative Price Floor [Luminant Energy]
· NPRR416, Removal of the RUC Clawback Charge for Resources Other than RMR Units [Exelon, Calpine]
· NPRR425, Creation of a Wind Resource Group for GREDP and Base Point Deviation Evaluation [ERCOT]
· NPRR436, Clarify the Use of the Defined Term Season and Its Derivatives [OWG]
· NPRR438, Additional Minimum Counter-Party Qualification Requirements, Including Risk Management Capability Requirements [ERCOT]
· NPRR455, CRR Shift Factors Report [MISUG]
· NPRR458, Establishment of ERCOT’s Central Counterparty Role [ERCOT]
· NPRR462, Removal of Consumer Benefit Test from the ERCOT Planning Criteria [ERCOT]
Revision Requests Deferred or Tabled and/or Pending Input from Another Subcommittee

· NPRR190, Clarification of Resource Definitions and Resource Registration of Self-Serve Generators for Reliability Purposes [ERCOT]
· NPRR429, HASL Offset Provision [Morgan Stanley] 
· NPRR444, Supplemental Reliability Deployments [Morgan Stanley] - Urgent
· NPRR459, Better Matching Forward Collateralization with Forward Risk in the Real-Time Market - Urgent [NRG]

· NPRR460, WGR Ramp Rate Limitations [E.ON Climate & Renewables]
· NPRR461, Energy Storage Settlements Consistent With PUCT Project 39917 [ERCOT]
New Revision Requests Scheduled for Consideration at the June 21, 2012 PRS Meeting 
· NPRR464, SASM Procurement Reporting [NRG]

· NPRR465, Transmission Planning Analysis to Minimize the Need for RMR Units [CenterPoint]
· NPRR466, Asset Depreciation Schedule for Capital Contributions [RCWG]
These Revision Requests and supporting materials are posted on the ERCOT website at the following link: 

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/nprotocols/nprr
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