Regional Planning Group Meeting Notes

April 13, 2012

Agenda

· Welcome and Antitrust Admonition

· Introductions

· Miscellaneous Update

· PLWG Update Report

· Update of Sub-Synchronous Interaction Modeling
· Long Term Study
· Future Scenarios

· Technology Assumptions and Results

· Transmission Plan Results for the Business as Usual Scenario

· Five Year Transmission Plan Update

· 2012 5YTP Study Scope

Miscellaneous Update

· There was a request to have the presentation files uploaded to the RPG website before the meetings.

· Warren Lasher explained why he is now chairing the RPG meetings. Dan Woodfin has assumed the role of Director, Grid Operations, and Warren has been promoted to Director, System Planning. Jeff Billo, reporting to Warren, is now responsible for all transmission planning studies. A new position has been created to manage resource adequacy; this position will be posted soon.

· The United States Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit issued its ruling to stay the 
CSAPR pending judicial review. The EPA has already revised this rule to increase allowances for NO2 and SOx. So, if the court of appeals lets the rule stand, it will be with these revised levels.

· In some cases, coal plants are being shut off during weekends and nights to save allowances.

· The EPA is also considering regulations regarding green house gases. If enacted, this would affect plants using pulverized coal without sequestration. These regulations are not finalized.

· The next SARA will be posted by 1May12. This will be the summer forecast and preliminary fall forecast.

· Jeff Billo announced that the ERCOT Independent Review of the KEC Load Addition Project will be released on 26April12. 
· Jeff Billo said that there is a compatibility issue in converting AutoCad maps into .pdf files. A workaround has been found. A request was made for AutoCad maps. Jeff agreed to look into it. 
PLWG Update

· Sergio Garza of LCRA who is the chair of the PLWG announced that most of the necessary Planning Guide Revision Requests to forklift existing procedures and the RPG charter into the Planning Guide have been submitted to the Board of Directors.
· The Signed Generation Interconnection Agreements are not viewed as being credible by some. A procedure that requires proof of the availability of water, air permits and financial security is being developed in PGRR018.
· The RPG participants are invited to review the issues list on the PLWG’s website.
· The next PLWG meeting will be on 26Apri12 from 9:30am to 3:30pm. This is an open meeting. 
Update of Sub-Synchronous Interaction Modeling
· Jonathan Rose presented this update.

· There are third party vendors who are capable of doing SSI.

· It was suggested that we need a documented process for dealing with wind turbine interconnection requests that uses a protocol and is capable to deal with proprietary information. 

· There is some indication that Type 4 turbines do not have the SSI problem. Caution was urged regarding this conclusion. 

Long Term Study: Future Scenarios

· Jenell Katheiser presented the scenarios that will be used for the 20 year plan.
· Business as Usual scenario has a base case and 5 sensitivities
· Drought has only a base case
· Environmental has a base case and 2 sensitivities
Long Term Study: Technology Assumptions and Results

· She also presented results on Demand Response and retirements of older plants.

 Long Term Study: Transmission Plan Results for the Business as Usual Scenario
· The basic concept of this study was to start with very large projects and pare them down until they were cost effective and still reliable.
· Forecasted load growth in the Dallas and Houston Areas will require additional import paths into both load areas for steady state stability before the year 2030. 
· Limited ability to upgrade 138kV lines in urban areas with increasing population density highlights the need for geographically diverse EHV Sources. 
· The Valley currently has an RPG project approved to address current import / stability issues within the scope of the five year plan. Incremental import capacity will be needed before the year 2030 if no new generation sites are in this region. For the BAU scenario, ERCOT assumed sufficient generation would be sited in the Valley over the next twenty years. 
· Next Steps:
· Study BAU with: 
· All Technologies 
· All Technologies + strategic retirements
· Acquire tools and build proficiency to assess high renewable scenarios. 
Five Year Transmission Plan Update: 2012 5YTP Study Scope

· Prabhu Gnanam presented the scope statement for the 2012 5 Year Plan.
· Rob Lane from Luminant inquired about the fact that in earlier 5YP’s we had ~ 40 projects needed by 2012. Now there are ~4. Prabhu’s explanation was that the SSWG is forecasting a decreased load.
· In the 5 year process, we currently study 3 of those years: years 1, 3 and 5. Mike Juricek of Oncor said that year 1 is too late to design, procure materials and build more transmission lines. Rob said that the year 1 forecast can be useful for non-construction mitigations.
Communication

Website: http://www.ercot.com/committees/other/lts/ 

Phone: 512-248-3152

Email: longtermstudy@ercot.com 

To sign up for the “longtermstudy” email distribution list – go to http://lists.ercot.com
