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	Comments


At its March 8, 2012 meeting, ROS referred NPRR443 to PLWG to discuss and determine a way to meet the planning needs while maintaining confidential information of Switchable Generation Resources. At its March 29, 2012 meeting PLWG reached consensus as follows:

The strongly preferred method for consideration of “switchable generation” in transmission planning studies is as proposed in NPRR443, Removal of Switchable Generation Resource Plans from Protected Information.  In that NPRR, certain data for switchable plants necessary for the planning function in ERCOT, is no longer considered protected.  This data, limited to capacity and plant site, would allow transmission planning studies to be based on the best information available.  

A less desirable alternative would be to address the impact of switchable generation through alternatively including or excluding “switchable generation” in planning studies. This alternative would require changing the planning criteria to support transmission projects that are demonstrated to be required for reliability in either scenario.  This is less desirable than the proposed NPRR443 solution because it would likely cause an unnecessary increase in Transmission Cost of Service (TCOS) due to the implementation of additional transmission projects.  It would also increase study complexity and inefficiency for transmission planners at ERCOT and the TSPs.

	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


Not applicable. 
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