DRAFT
Minutes of the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) Meeting

ERCOT Austin – 7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Thursday, March 8, 2012 – 9:30 a.m.
Attendance
Members:

	Alvarez, Eli
	Brownsville PUB
	

	Cook, Dave
	Cirro Energy
	Via Teleconference

	DeTullio, David
	Air Liquide
	

	Donohoo, Ken
	Oncor Electric Delivery
	

	Ebrahimian, Reza
	Austin Energy
	Alt. Rep. for J. Armke

	Garrett, Mark
	Direct Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Green, Bob
	Garland Power and Light
	

	Gutierrez, Fred
	BP Energy
	

	Hatfield, Bill
	LCRA
	

	Jones, Randy
	Calpine
	

	Keetch, Rick
	Reliant Energy Retail Services
	

	Kunkel, Dennis
	AEP Service Corporation
	

	McDaniel, Rex
	Texas-New Mexico Power
	

	Moore, John
	South Texas Electric Cooperative
	

	Reed, Cyrus
	Sierra Club
	

	Rocha, Paul
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Ryno, Randy
	Brazos Electric Power Cooperative
	

	Schwarz, Brad
	E.ON Climate and Renewables
	

	Seymour, Cesar
	GDF Suez Energy Marketing
	Alt. Rep. for H. Holloway

	Staples, Boone
	Tenaska Power Services
	Alt. Rep. for S. Helyer/Via Teleconference

	Williams, Blake
	CPS Energy
	


The following proxy was assigned:

· Tony Marsh to Brad Schwarz  

Guests:

	Brandt, Adrianne
	Austin Energy
	

	Brown, Jeff
	Shell Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Burke, Tom
	APM
	

	Burkhalter, Bob
	ABB
	

	Calhoun, Brad
	CNP
	

	Carlson, Trent
	JP Morgan
	

	Cook, Tim
	Cross Texas Transmission/LS Power
	Via Teleconference

	Davison, Brian
	PUCT
	Via Teleconference

	Evans, Doug
	STEC
	Via Teleconference

	Garza, Sergio
	LCRA
	

	Gedrich, Brian
	NextEra
	

	Gibbens, David
	CPS Energy
	

	Goff, Eric
	Reliant
	

	Hampton, Brenda
	Luminant
	

	Hastings, David
	DHASTCO
	Via Teleconference

	Helton, Bob
	GDF Suez
	

	Henry, Jack
	Siemens Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Henry, Mark
	Texas Reliability Entity
	

	John, Ebby
	CenterPoint Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Jones, Liz
	Oncor
	

	Juricek, Mike
	Oncor
	Via Teleconference

	Kee, David
	CPS Energy
	

	Koellner, Kris
	LCRA
	

	Kolodziej, Eddie
	Customized Energy Solutions
	Via Teleconference

	Kremling, Barry
	GVEC
	

	Lane, Rob
	Luminant
	

	Looney, Sherry
	Luminant
	Via Teleconference

	Mercado, David
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Ögelman, Kenan
	CPS Energy
	

	Owens, Frank
	TMPA
	

	Palani, Ananth
	LCG Consulting
	Via Teleconference

	Pankratz, Andrew
	NextEra Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Reece, Eddy
	Rayburn Electric
	Via Teleconference

	Reid, Walter
	Wind Coalition
	

	Sandidge, Clint
	Noble Solutions
	Via Teleconference

	Taba, Monica
	FERC
	Via Teleconference

	Trammell, Ben
	Lone Star
	

	Vo, Trieu
	CPS Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Wagner, Marguerite
	EMMT
	

	Walker, DeAnn
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Wittmeyer, Bob
	Residential Consumer
	Via Teleconference


ERCOT Staff:

	Albracht, Brittney
	
	

	Billo, Jeff
	
	

	Blevins, Bill
	
	Via Teleconference

	Culberson, JC
	
	

	Flores, Isabel
	
	

	Frosch, Colleen
	
	

	Gnanam, Prabhu
	
	Via Teleconference

	Landin, Yvette
	
	

	Lavas, Jamie
	
	

	Maggio, David
	
	Via Teleconference

	Teixeira, Jay
	
	Via Teleconference

	Thompson, Chad
	
	Via Teleconference

	Tindall, Sandra
	
	Via Teleconference

	Villanueva, Leo
	
	

	Wattles, Paul
	
	


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

2012 ROS Chair Blake Williams called the ROS meeting to order at 9:35 a.m.  
Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Williams directed attention to the displayed ERCOT Antitrust Admonition and noted the requirement to comply with the ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was available for review.  
Agenda Review
Mr. Williams noted that Ken Donohoo would discuss Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Order No. 754 RE Interpretation of Transmission Planning Reliability Standard during the Other Business agenda item.
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Update (see Key Documents)

Mr. Williams reported the disposition of ROS voting items considered at the March 1, 2012 TAC meeting.
Antitrust Training

Nathan Bigbee provided annual antitrust training.
ROS Voting Items (see Key Documents)
Draft February 16, 2012 ROS Meeting Minutes
Randy Jones moved to approve the February 16, 2012 ROS meeting minutes as posted.  Mr. Donohoo seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) 015, New Section 3, Regional Planning 
Paul Rocha moved to recommend approval of PGRR015 as recommended by Planning Working Group (PLWG) in the 2/29/12 PLWG Report and as amended by the 3/5/12 ERCOT comments.  Randy Ryno seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

PGRR016, Planning Reserve Margin Review
Mr. R. Jones moved to recommend approval of PGRR016 as recommended by PLWG in the 2/29/12 PLWG Report.  Mr. Donohoo seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) 084, Daily Grid Operations Summary Report
Market Participants discussed the insertion of the language “sudden loss of generation” in paragraph (n) of Nodal Operating Guide Section 10.1, Daily Grid Operations Report.  ERCOT Staff explained that this language currently resides in Section 9.4.3, Resource-Specific Responsive Reserve Performance, and that the Operations Working Group (OWG) agreed that since the language is a report, it would be more appropriately located in newly created Section 10, Market Data Transparency.  Revisions were proposed to change the threshold for reportable events from MW-based to frequency-based.

Mr. R. Jones moved to recommend approval of NOGRR084 as recommended by OWG in the 2/15/12 OWG Report and as revised by ROS.  Mr. Donohoo seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
NOGRR088, Synchronization with NPR424, Reactive Capability Testing Requirements for IRRs
Bill Hatfield moved to recommend approval of NOGRR088 as recommended by OWG in the 2/15/12 OWG Report.  Rick Keetch seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NOGRR090, Change in Entity Responsible for Reporting Participation in Severe Weather Drills
Mr. Donohoo moved to recommend approval of NOGRR090 as recommended by OWG in the 2/15/12 OWG Report.  Mr. Keetch seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Draft Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR), Implementation of PUC Subst. Rule 25.507, Emergency Responsive Service (ERS) 

Paul Wattles reported that the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) would consider PUC Subst. Rule 25.507, Emergency Responsive Service (ERS) at its March 22, 2012 meeting; that draft revision request language to implement the rule is available for review and input, but will not be filed until the rule is adopted; and reviewed elements of the draft language.  
Mr. R. Jones observed that while the PUCT ordered the service change, and is the correct action, the result is the creation of a separate set of pseudo-Resources that will be in a capacity market.  Mr. R. Jones expressed concern that the Resources will only be called upon when the system is at high stress, when there is high probability that there will be frequency issues; that if ERS Generators do not provide voltage support and primary frequency response, those responsibilities will fall to other Generators; and that in post-event reviews, there will be generalized statements regarding how “generators” did or did not perform.  Market Participants discussed that use of the term “Response” in the definition is confusing; that significant amounts of the service could result SCED backing down other units to manage constraints; and concerns regarding identification of the Loads and mismatches between Real-Time operational environments and planning.
Mr. Wattles invited additional feedback from Market Participants, offered to return to ROS when the NPRR is filed, and reminded Market Participants that as TAC would consider the item before the next ROS meeting, interested parties should file comments individually once the NPRR is filed.  ROS took no action on this item.

NPRR429, HASL Offset Provision
Market Participants noted continuing disagreement as to whether Responsive Reserve (RRS) can or cannot be provided from duct burners; ERCOT Staff requested that parties supportive of provision from duct burners provide data.  Mr. R. Jones offered that the Nodal Protocols already require all generation to be frequency responsive at all times, and opined that QSEs are best equipped to calculate the HASL so as to avoid the ranges where ERCOT cannot receive RRS.  Mr. R. Jones added that any concerns for gaming opportunities are allayed by an effective Independent Market Monitor (IMM) with access to all the data.  Market Participants discussed whether to request the Performance Disturbance Compliance Working Group (PDCWG) to review the issue of RRS provided by duct burners.  
Mr. R. Jones moved to refer NPRR429 to the Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS) and to the QSE Managers Working Group (QMWG) to evaluate alternative proposals along with the options of allowing Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) to move their High Ancillary Service Limit (HASL) to a lower MW value by creating a HASL Offset option; to telemeter their desired HASL; and to discuss and address the questions from the March 7, 2012 ERCOT comments.  Mr. Greer seconded the motion.  Eric Goff questioned whether resolution includes providing RRS on duct burners, and suggested that the issue might be considered by the PDCWG.  Walter Reid opined that the Protocols as written clearly require that RRS be 100 percent frequency responsive, and that it should be recognized that duct burners do not provide frequency response. The motion carried with one abstention from the Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP) Market Segment.
NPRR440, Consideration of Generation Availability in RMR Analyses
Market Participants discussed whether the recent approval of NPRR432, Deployment of Resources to Alleviate Anticipated Emergency Conditions, eliminates the need for NPRR440; whether studies should be undertaken for educational purposes; and that the five year transmission planning process does not currently consider mothballed units.  

Mr. Rocha moved to recommend approval of NPRR440 as amended by the 2/16/12 Luminant Energy Company comments.  Mr. Donohoo seconded the motion.  The motion carried with five objections from the Independent Generator (3), Independent Power Marketer (IPM), and Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP) Market Segments and one abstention from the Consumer Market Segment.  
NPRR443, Removal of Switchable Generation Resource Plans from Protected Information
Mr. Goff reiterated concerns regarding the disclosure of Resource-specific information and reported that WMS voted to refer NPRR443 to ROS to determine a way to meet planning needs while maintaining confidentiality requirements.

Mr. R. Jones moved to refer NPRR443 to the PLWG to determine a way to meet planning needs while maintaining confidential information of Switchable Generation Resources.  Mr. R. Keetch seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Revised Procedure Manual – Dynamics Working Group (DWG)
Mr. Rocha moved to approve the revised DWG Manual, and for the effective date to align with the effective date of PGRR012, Dynamics Working Group Guidelines.  Mr. Kunkel seconded the motion.  Market Participants discussed that PGRR012 would likely become effective on May 1, 2012.  The motion carried unanimously.

Revised Charter – NERC Reliability Working Group (NRWG
Mr. R. Jones moved to approve the revised NRWG charter as posted.  Cyrus Reed seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Williams requested that the CIPWG consider similar charter revisions, in particular that Critical Infrastructure Protection Working Group (CIPWG), like NRWG, will not provide comments on interpretations, standards under development, or any other regulatory issues that require official balloting or comments, on behalf of ERCOT or its members.
Revised Scope – OWG
Mr. Rocha moved to approve the revised OWG scope as posted.  Mr. R. Jones seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Revised Scope – PDCWG
Mr. R. Jones moved to approve the revised PDCWG scope as posted.  Brad Schwarz seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Direction to NPGRTF Regarding Proposal to Clarify Use of “Transmission Operator” Term 

Frank Owens reminded Market Participants that the issue was initiated in working to understand who is responsible for actually shedding Load after the order is received, and that the particular question continues to be worked. Ms. Walker recalled that the OWG did not support the NPGRTF recommendation regarding the term Transmission Operator, and reiterated CenterPoint Energy’s opposition to revising use of the term.  Ms. Walker argued that the term was in use in the ERCOT Operating Guides before NERC involvement, and there is only one place where there is inconsistency in the Nodal Protocols; and that after a lengthy Joint Registration Organization (JRO) process, the affected Entities in ERCOT are comfortable with the term’s meaning and use.  

Mr. Rocha moved that ROS endorse Item A of the NPGRTF proposal, and reject Items B and C.  Mr. Ryno seconded the motion.  Mr. Rocha suggested that if there are specific concerns, interested parties may propose specific remedies.  Market Participants discussed that it is regular practice to synchronize implementation timelines of NPRRs and NOGRRs; and that if there is confusion among certain Market Participants regarding registration and designation, those issues may be addressed on an individual basis.  The motion carried unanimously.
Operations and Planning Synchronization Task Force (OPSTF)

Mr. Williams reported that the OPSTF had not yet met, but that James Armke is collecting prioritization recommendations, and that the OPSTF listserv is now available for subscription.

ERCOT Updates (see Key Documents)

2013 Project Funding 
Troy Anderson presented the proposed 2012 project funding approach, and noted that endorsement would be sought from the Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) and TAC.

Priority and Rank for NOGRR084

Mr. Anderson reviewed options for priority and rank, and impacts to other scheduled projects, and noted that NOGRR084 would create a miniature system to generate the daily report.

Mr. R. Jones moved to recommend a priority of 2012 and a rank of 680 for NOGRR084.  Mr. Rocha seconded the motion.  Mr. Anderson noted that the ranking would place NOGRR084 at the end of the business strategy and would be implemented as possible.  Mr. R. Jones requested that NOGRR084 be implemented as soon as possible, as it provides a daily report.  The motion carried unanimously.

February System Planning Report
Jeff Billo presented the February System Planning Report. 
February Operations Report
Naga Kota presented the February Operations Report.
Update – Implementation of Transient Stability Analysis Tool (TSAT) for West to North Stability Transfer Limits
Bill Blevins provided update regarding the implementation of TSAT for West to North Stability Transfer Limits, and highlighted that a new wind record of 7,599 MW occurred on March 2, 2012.  

Update – Implementation of Dynamic Remedial Action Plan (DRAP)
Mr. Blevins provided an update regarding DRAP, and noted that implementation is a matter prioritizing resources, as the larger need is for Voltage Support Service (VSS), due to the oncoming Competitive Renewable Energy Zone (CREZ) lines, which will be significant work.
Nodal Planning Go Live Status Reports (see Key Documents)
Steady State Working Group (SSWG) Report

Brad Myers presented the SSWG report.
Update: SCR760, Recommended Changes Needed for Information Model Manager and Topology Processor for Planning Models 

Jay Teixeira provided an update regarding the implementation of SCR760.  

ROS Working Group/Task Force Reports (see Key Documents)
Black Start Working Group (BSWG)
CIPWG
DWG
Network Data Support Working Group (NDSWG)

Nodal Protocol and Guides Resolution Task Force (NPGRTF)

NRWG
OWG
PDCWG
System Protection Working Group (SPWG)
No questions were offered regarding the posted reports.

Planning Working Group (PLWG)
Sergio Garza presented the PLWG report and highlighted discussion at a recent PLWG meeting regarding some Entities’ concern for data validation for dynamic cases.  Mr. Garza asked whether consideration might be given to directing the DWG to develop procedures for dynamics data validation.  Mr. Billo added that there are two issues, one being comprehensive model validation, and the other being that the in some instances the DWG cases do not match data in the Resource Asset Registration Form (RARF), and there is not a feedback loop.  David Mercado offered that while auto-validation is a worthy goal, there is not yet a process for it; and that the lack of a feedback loop is a pressing concern, as recent case-building efforts highlighted errors in RARF data. 

Other Business

2012 Goals

Mr. Williams reviewed the draft 2012 TAC goals.

NPRR366 Workshop – March 14, 2012

Mr. Williams noted that the NPRR366 Workshop had been scheduled for March 14, 2012.  Liz Jones suggested that anomalies in the reactive test data might be reviewed after discussion of NPRR366.  Mr. R. Jones asked if consideration had been given to the provision that production need be only at 90 percent of registered Unit Reactive Limit (URL).  Ms. L. Jones offered that methodology, more than behavior of a particular unit, may be the cause. 

FERC Order No. 754 RE Interpretation of Transmission Planning Reliability Standard
Mr. Donohoo called Market Participant attention to the issuance of FERC Order No. 754, and that the order will have significant resource demands on Transmission Owners and Transmission Providers who will have the responsibility to gather data, perform dynamic analysis, and provide feedback to FERC and NERC.  
Monthly Reports
Marguerite Wagner requested that ERCOT Staff provide additional insight in monthly reports regarding SCED failures.
Adjournment
Mr. Williams adjourned the March 8, 2012 ROS meeting at 3:05 p.m.
� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2012/02/20120216-ROS" �http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2012/02/20120216-ROS� 
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