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	SCR Number
	770
	SCR Title
	Revision to Outage Scheduler Entry for Resource Maintenance Outage Level Designation

	Timeline
	Normal
	Action
	Recommended Approval 

	Date of Decision
	April 5, 2012

	Proposed Effective Date
	Upon system implementation.

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	Priority – 2013; Rank – 700

	Supporting Protocol or Guide Section(s)
	None.

	Other Document Reference/Source
	None.

	System Change Description
	This System Change Request (SCR) will make a change to the Outage Scheduler system so that the Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) is able to schedule Level I, II and III Maintenance Outages in a way that coincides with the definition of these Maintenance Outages shown in Protocol Section 2.1, Definitions.  Currently the data entry into the Outage Scheduler allows the user to enter the start of the proposed Outage only and the system infers from that the Maintenance Level of the Outage.  However, there are instances where the start of the Outage can actually be earlier than that required by the designated Maintenance Level.  The system needs to be changed so that the user can enter the requested start date of the Outage separately from the duration of time allowed before the maintenance would prevent a Forced Outage. 

	Reason for System Change
	The current Outage Scheduler system does not allow the user to provide all of the information ERCOT needs for optimal and precise Outage scheduling and actually could infer information in an incorrect way.  The system needs to request additional information to adequately inform ERCOT of the need for a Maintenance Outage.

	Procedural History
	· On 1/18/12, SCR770 was posted.

· On 2/23/12, PRS considered SCR770.

· On 3/21/12, an Impact Analysis was posted.

· On 3/22/12, PRS considered the 2/23/12 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for SCR770.
· On 4/5/12, TAC considered SCR770.

	PRS Decision
	On 2/23/12, PRS voted to recommend approval of SCR770 as submitted.  There was one abstention from the Independent Power Marketer (IPM) Market Segment.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

On 3/22/12, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 2/23/12 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for SCR770 to TAC with a recommended priority of 2013 and rank of 700.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 2/23/12, there was no discussion. 

On 3/22/12, there was no discussion. 

	TAC Decision
	On 4/5/12, TAC unanimously voted to recommend approval of SCR770 as recommended by PRS in the 3/22/12 PRS Report.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of TAC Discussion
	On 4/5/12, there was no discussion.

	ERCOT Opinion
	ERCOT supports the concept as it provides an automated solution to provide ERCOT with additional information for outage coordination; However, since there is an existing workaround and given the limited funding available for projects, ERCOT recommends a priority of 2013 or later.  If the opportunity arises, ERCOT could bundle this with related changes to reduce the cost to implement.


	Business Case

	Business Case
	1
	· This system change is needed to provide ERCOT with better information for scheduling Maintenance Outages and to ensure a clear understanding of the information entered into the ERCOT Outage Scheduler by the QSEs with regard to Resource Status.

	
	2
	· The improvement in Outage scheduling will enhance reliability of the overall system with minimal cost of system revision. 

	
	3
	· Minimizing the market impact of Outages generally results in greater availability of Resources for economic Dispatch and lower prices to consumers.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Sherry Looney

	E-mail Address
	Sherry.looney@luminant.com

	Company
	Luminant Energy Company LLC

	Phone Number
	(214) 875-9278

	Market Segment
	(469) 688-7607

	
	Investor Owned Utility (IOU)


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Sonja B. Mingo 

	E-Mail Address
	smingo@ercot.com 

	Phone Number
	512-248-6463


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	None.
	


	Business Case for Proposed System Change


Issue:  The ERCOT Outage Scheduler screen for entry of Resource Maintenance Outages needs to have an additional input field to from one of three choices corresponding to the three Levels of Maintenance Outages.
Resolution:  Add a field to the Outage entry screen so that when a Resource Maintenance Outage is entered, an additional field becomes active which has a drop down with three options, shown below.

1.  Level 1 Maintenance Outage – Equipment that must be removed from service within 24 hours to prevent a potential Forced Outage;

2.  Level II Maintenance Outage – Equipment that must be removed from service within seven days to prevent a potential Forced Outage; and

3.  Level III Maintenance Outage – Equipment that must be removed from service within 30 days to prevent a potential Forced Outage.

Ensure that the system change is also effective for submittals to the Outage Scheduler via Application Programming Interface (API). 

There will continue to be a separate field for entry of the requested start date and estimation duration of the Outage.
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