MEMO
PRS Memo to 04/05/12 TAC


Date: 
March 29, 2012
To:
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Representatives

From:
Tom Burke, Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) Chair 
Subject: Nodal Protocol Revision Requests (NPRRs) and System Change Requests (SCRs)
	Issue: 

Consideration of the following Revision Requests recommended for approval by PRS:

· NPRR412, Quick Start Generation Resource Compliance Metric*
· NPRR439, Updating a Counter-Party’s Available Credit Limit for Current Day DAM
· NPRR441, Revision of Dynamic Rating Recommendation Posting Timeline*
· NPRR448, Clarification of Database Query Results – Urgent*
· NPRR449, Reduce Maximum CRR Transaction Limit in Auctions - Urgent
· NPRR450, Revise Requirements for Contracts to Procure Additional Capacity to Alleviate Emergency Conditions – Urgent*
· NPRR451, Implementation of New P.U.C. Subst. Rule 25.507, Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT) Emergency Response Service (ERS) - Urgent
· SCR770, Revision to Outage Scheduler Entry for Resource Maintenance Outage Level Designation
· SCR771, ERCOT System Change Allowing Independent Master QSE to Represent Split Generation Resources
· Parking Deck NPRR260, Providing Access to MIS Secure Area to MIS Registered Users
(*) denotes no impacts

	Background/History: 

Unless otherwise noted: (i) all Market Segments were present for each vote and (ii) ERCOT Credit Staff and the Credit Work Group (Credit WG) have reviewed the revision request and do not believe it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability. 
NPRRs and SCRs Recommended for Approval

· NPRR412, Quick Start Generation Resource Compliance Metric Adjustments [STEC]. 
Proposed Effective Date:  June 1, 2012
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impact to ERCOT computer systems; ERCOT business functions will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR clarifies the requirements regarding the performance criteria of a Quick Start Generation Resource (QSGR). 
PRS Decision:  On 2/23/12, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR412 as amended by the 2/10/12 ERCOT comments.  On 3/22/12, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 2/23/12 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR412 to TAC.  
· NPRR439, Updating a Counter-Party’s Available Credit Limit for Current Day DAM [ERCOT]. 
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon System Implementation – Priority 2012; Rank 690
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  $125k - $135k; ERCOT staffing impacts absorbed by current staff; impacts to Market Management System (MMS), Credit Management Module (CMM), and ISM (Information Systems Master); ERCOT business functions will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  

Revision Description:  This NPRR will provide flexibility for Counter-Parties to increase the credit limit available for the Day-Ahead Market (DAM) on the day the DAM is running by posting additional Financial Security under certain circumstances after ERCOT has already set a daily credit limit.        
PRS Decision:  On 2/23/12, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR439 as amended by the 2/8/12 ERCOT comments and as revised by PRS.  On 3/22/12, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 2/23/12 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR439 to TAC with a recommended priority of 2012 and rank of 690.  Positive Credit Implications.

· NPRR441, Revision of Dynamic Rating Recommendation Posting Timeline [ERCOT]. 
Proposed Effective Date:  June 1, 2012
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impact to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.

Revision Description:  This NPRR will allow the frequency of posting the list of transmission lines recommended for Dynamic Ratings from semi-annual to annual.         
PRS Decision:  On 2/23/12, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR441 as submitted.  There was one abstention from the Independent Power Marketer (IPM) Market Segment.  On 3/22/12, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 2/23/12 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR441 to TAC.  
· NPRR448, Clarification of Database Query Results [Texas SET Working Group] - Urgent. 
Proposed Effective Date:  Pending.

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact (costs are captured under NPRR 294, Texas SET 4.0 Including: Acquisition and Transfer of Customers From One REP to Another; Meter Tampering Transactional Solution.  ERCOT is currently implementing NPRR294 via capital project PR11002_01, Texas SET 4.0); no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR clarifies the information returned through a database query or an extract on the Market Information System (MIS) Public Area.           
PRS Decision:    On 3/22/12, PRS unanimously voted to grant NPRR448 Urgent status.  PRS then unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR448 as submitted and to forward it to TAC.  Credit review is pending.

· NPRR449, Reduce Maximum CRR Transaction Limit in Auctions [WMS] - Urgent. 
Proposed Effective Date:  Pending.

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Less than $10k (Operations and Management (O&M) budget); no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impacts to ERCOT computer systems; ERCOT business functions to be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.  
Revision Description:  This NPRR reduces the potential of oversubscription of Congestion Revenue Right (CRR) Auctions due to bid volumes by reducing the first round transaction limit from 10,000 to a value established by TAC.          
PRS Decision:  On 3/22/12, PRS voted to grant NPRR449 Urgent status.  There was one abstention from the Investor Owned Utility (IOU) Market Segment.  PRS then voted to recommend approval of NPRR449 as submitted with a recommendation of a 5000 bid limit for the annual auction and 7500 bid limit for the monthly auction; and to forward NPRR449 to TAC.  There was one abstention from the IOU Market Segment.  Credit review is pending.

· NPRR450, Revise Requirements for Contracts to Procure Additional Capacity to Alleviate Emergency Conditions [ERCOT] - Urgent. 
Proposed Effective Date:  May 1, 2012
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impact to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.

Revision Description:  The NPRR revises the process approved in NPRR432, Deployment of Resources to Alleviate Anticipated Emergency Conditions, for execution of contracts with Resources to alleviate anticipated Emergency Conditions.  Consistent with the ERCOT Board’s discussion at its February 2012 meeting, this NPRR provides that such contracts may be executed by ERCOT, subject to the Notice provisions already included in NPRR432; and adds language that ERCOT will provide notice to the ERCOT Board of executed contracts at the first ERCOT Board meeting after the contract is signed.  This provision is consistent with the notice to the ERCOT Board provided for Reliability Must Run (RMR) Agreements under Section 3.14.1.3, ERCOT Report to Board on Signed RMR Agreements.          
PRS Decision:  On 3/22/12, PRS unanimously voted to grant NPRR450 Urgent status.  PRS then voted to recommend approval of NPRR450 as amended by the 3/21/12 ERCOT comments.  There was one opposing vote from the IPM Market Segment and two abstentions from the IPM and Independent Generator Market Segments.  Credit review is pending.

· NPRR451, Implementation of New P.U.C. Subst. Rule 25.507, Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT) Emergency Response Service (ERS) [ERCOT] - Urgent. 
Proposed Effective Date:  June 1, 2012
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Less than $5k (O&M budget); ERCOT staffing impacts absorbed by current staff; impacts to MIS and ERCOT.com; ERCOT Demand Response business functions to be updated; ERCOT grid operations procedures to be updated and training of system operators.  
Revision Description:  This NPRR is required to implement the provisions of the newly revised P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.507, Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT) Emergency Interruptible Load Service (EILS).  Project 39948, Rulemaking to Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT) Emergency Interruptible Load Service (EILS), was adopted by the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) on March 22, 2012.         
PRS Decision:  On 3/22/12, PRS voted to grant NPRR451 Urgent status.  There were two abstentions from the Consumer and IPM Market Segments.  On 3/29/12, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR451 as amended by the 3/27/12 ERCOT comments as revised by PRS and to forward NPRR451 to TAC.  There were three abstentions from the Independent Generator Market Segment.  
· SCR770, Revision to Outage Scheduler Entry for Resource Maintenance Outage Level Designation [Luminant Energy]. 
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon System Implementation – Priority 2013; Rank 700
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  $90k - $105k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to Outage Scheduler; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; operator training procedures will be updated.
Revision Description:  This SCR will make a change to the Outage Scheduler system so that the Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) is able to schedule Level I, II and III Maintenance Outages in a way that coincides with the definition of these Maintenance Outages shown in Protocol Section 2.1, Definitions.         
PRS Decision:  On 2/23/12, PRS voted to recommend approval of SCR770 as submitted.  There was one abstention from the IPM Market Segment.  On 3/22/12, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 2/23/12 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for SCR770 to TAC with a recommended priority of 2013 and rank of 700.  Credit review is not applicable.  

· SCR771, ERCOT System Change Allowing Independent Master QSE to Represent Split Generation Resources [Sandy Creek]. 
Proposed Effective Date:  Upon System Implementation – Priority 2012; Rank 679
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  $100k - $110k; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; impacts to Energy Management System (EMS), Network Model Management System (NMMS), and Registration Integration; ERCOT Nodal ICCP Communication Handbook will be updated; operation training procedures will be updated and training conducted for operations.
Revision Description:  This SCR modifies ERCOT systems to allow owners of Split Generation Resources to contract for service with an independent Master QSE.         
PRS Decision:  On 2/23/12, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of SCR771 as submitted.  On 3/22/12, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 2/23/12 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for SCR771 to TAC with a recommended priority of 2012 and rank of 679.  Credit review is not applicable.

Parking Deck Impact Assessments Recommended for Approval

· NPRR260, Providing Access to MIS Secure Area to MIS Registered Users [Crescent Power]. 
Effective Date:  Upon System Implementation – Priority 2012; Rank 140
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  $140k - $220k (implementation cost); $120k - $130k (annual O&M cost); ERCOT staffing impacts of one full-time employee (FTE); impacts to ERCOT.com, MIS, Registration System, Market Participant Identity Management (MPIM), Enterprise Integration (EI), and Enterprise Information Services (EIS); ERCOT business functions will be updated; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations or practices.  
Revision Description:  This NPRR adds "Independent Market Information System Registered Entity (IMRE)" to Section 2.1 and Section 22, Attachment A.  By doing so, the Standard Form Market Participant Agreement would bind IMREs to the Nodal Protocols and, in particular, provisions in Section 16.12.          
PRS Decision:  On 3/22/12, PRS voted to endorse and forward the impact assessment as amended by the 3/21/12 ERCOT comments for NPRR260 to TAC with a priority of 2012 and a rank of 140.  There was one opposing vote from the IOU Market Segment and two abstentions from the IOU and Cooperative Market Segments.  
Revision Requests Rejected and Failed Motions

· NPRR440, Consideration of Generation Availability in RMR Analyses [CenterPoint Energy]. 
Proposed Effective Date:  Not applicable.
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Not applicable.  
Revision Description:  The NPRR modifies provisions that relate to Reliability Must-Run (RMR) analysis to ensure generation availability is assessed by ERCOT in RMR evaluations over at least a five year planning horizon.         
Procedural History:  On 3/22/12, the PRS vote to recommend approval of NPRR440 as amended by the 2/16/12 Luminant Energy Company comments failed via roll call vote.  There were eight opposing votes from the Independent Generator (2), Independent Retail Electric Providers (IREP) (2), Consumer Market (3) and IPM Market Segments and three abstentions from the Municipal, IREP and IPM Market Segments.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.  Due to lack of a subsequent passing vote, NPRR440 was deemed rejected by PRS under Section 21.4.4, Protocol Revision Subcommittee Review and Action.  Credit review is not applicable.
Revision Requests Withdrawn (no TAC action required)

None.

Status of Pending Revision Requests (For Information Purposes Only):

Revision Requests Scheduled for Impact Analysis Review and Priority Assignment (if applicable) at the April 19, 2012 PRS Meeting   
· NPRR385, Security Violation Analysis and Reporting and Negative Price Floor [Luminant Energy]
· NPRR425, Creation of a Wind Resource Group for GREDP and Base Point Deviation Evaluation [ERCOT]
· NPRR442, Energy Offer Curve Requirement for Generation Resources Providing Reliability Must-Run Service [Morgan Stanley] - Urgent. 
· NPRR445, DC Tie Load Zone Price Clarification [ERCOT]
· NPRR446, Correction of Non-Spin Ancillary Service Schedule Telemetry for Standing Non-Spin Deployment [ERCOT]
· NPRR447, Remove Day- Ahead QSE Requested Decommit Language [ERCOT]
Revision Requests Deferred or Tabled and/or Pending Input from Another Subcommittee

· NPRR190, Clarification of Resource Definitions and Resource Registration of Self-Serve Generators for Reliability Purposes [ERCOT].  
· NPRR366, Generation Resource Power Factor Criteria Clarification [LCRA]. 

· NPRR410, Definition of an Energy Storage Resource [Xtreme Power]. 

· NPRR416, Removal of the RUC Clawback Charge for Resources Other than RMR Units [Exelon, Calpine]. 
· NPRR429, HASL Offset Provision [Morgan Stanley]. 

· NPRR436, Clarify the Use of the Defined Term Season and Its Derivatives [OWG]. 
· NPRR438, Additional Minimum Counter-Party Qualification Requirements, Including Risk Management Capability Requirements [ERCOT]. 
· NPRR443, Removal of Switchable Generation Resource Plans from Protected Information [ERCOT]. 
· NPRR444, Supplemental Reliability Deployments [Morgan Stanley] - Urgent. 

New Revision Requests Scheduled for Consideration at the April 19, 2012 PRS Meeting 
· NPRR452, Clarification of Reactive Power Requirements [ERCOT]. 
These Revision Requests and supporting materials are posted on the ERCOT website at the following link: 

http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/nprotocols/nprr
http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/syschangereq/scrs
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