PRC-023 Discussion
NRWG, 30 March 2012

· PRC-023-1 is currently in effect

· Standard became effective on 7/1/2010

· Varying enforcement dates for the requirements

· Scope of today’s discussion is R3 (R3.3)
· Became enforceable 11/17/2011

· Language from standard:

R3. The Planning Coordinator shall determine which of the facilities (transmission lines operated at 100 kV to 200 kV and transformers with low voltage terminals connected at 100 kV to 200 kV) in its Planning Coordinator Area are critical to the reliability of the Bulk Electric System to identify the facilities from 100 kV to 200 kV that must meet Requirement 1 to prevent potential cascade tripping that may occur when protective relay settings limit transmission loadability.

[Violation Risk Factor: Medium] [Time Horizon: Long Term Planning]

R3.1. The Planning Coordinator shall have a process to determine the facilities that are critical to the reliability of the Bulk Electric System.

R3.1.1. This process shall consider input from adjoining Planning Coordinators and affected Reliability Coordinators.

R3.2. The Planning Coordinator shall maintain a current list of facilities determined according to the process described in R3.1.

R3.3. The Planning Coordinator shall provide a list of facilities to its Reliability Coordinators, Transmission Owners, Generator Owners, and Distribution Providers within 30 days of any changes to the list.
· FERC issued a final rule (Order No. 759) approving PRC-023-2

· Language in PRC-023-2, R6 (R6.2)

R6. Each Planning Coordinator shall conduct an assessment at least once each calendar year, with no more than 15 months between assessments, by applying the criteria in Attachment B to determine the circuits in its Planning Coordinator area for which Transmission Owners, Generator Owners, and Distribution Providers must comply with Requirements R1 through R5. The Planning Coordinator shall: [Violation Risk Factor: High] [Time Horizon: Long Term Planning]

6.1 Maintain a list of circuits subject to PRC-023-2 per application of Attachment B, including identification of the first calendar year in which any criterion in Attachment B applies.

6.2 Provide the list of circuits to all Regional Entities, Reliability Coordinators, Transmission Owners, Generator Owners, and Distribution Providers within its Planning Coordinator area within 30 calendar days of the establishment of the initial list and within 30 calendar days of any changes to that list.
· Compliance with requirement in 2011 was accomplished as follows:
· ERCOT performed study

· ERCOT created a list of the facilities critical to the reliability of the BES

· ERCOT contacted the entity(ies) whose facilities are on this list

· ERCOT sent the following notice:
Subject: W-C010612-01 Confirmation of Communications Related to PRC-023-1 R3

NOTICE DATE:  January 6, 2012
NOTICE TYPE:  W-C010612-01 Operations
SHORT DESCRIPTION:  Confirmation of communications related to PRC-023-1 R3
INTENDED AUDIENCE:  NERC-registered Transmission Owners, Generator Owners and Distribution Providers 
DAY AFFECTED:  January 6, 2012
LONG DESCRIPTION:  As specified in the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) Protection and Control Standard PRC-023-1 R3.1, ERCOT as the Planning Coordinator has determined the facilities that are critical to the reliability of the Bulk Electric System. According to the timeframe specified in R3.3, ERCOT contacted the entity (entities) that own facilities that are critical to the reliability of the Bulk Electric System. If your Compliance Group, Company Officer or System Planning Officer has not been contacted by ERCOT regarding such facilities, this Notice serves as confirmation that there are no such facilities in your area. If the list of facilities (R3.2) is modified in the future, ERCOT will individually contact each entity that has facilities on the list and will send confirmation (similar to this Notice) to all NERC-registered Transmission Owners, Generator Owners and Distribution Providers.

CONTACT:  If you have any questions about this Market Notice, please contact José Conto, Principal, Dynamic Studies at 512-248-3141 or jconto@ercot.com. If you have compliance questions, please contact JC Culberson, Manager, Standards & Compliance at 512-248-4544 or jculberson@ercot.com.
If you are receiving email from an ERCOT distribution list that you no longer wish to receive, please follow this link in order to unsubscribe from this list: http://lists.ercot.com.

· Discussed topic at SPWG on 10 Feb 2012
· Concern was raised that this notice was not sufficient for entities to be able to show compliance
· How can this process be improved in the future?

· How can we be certain that the appropriate people at each company are contacted?

· Is it sufficient to contact a company and tell them they have no facilities on the list, or does ERCOT need to send the list to each entity?

· Confidentiality concerns

