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	Comments


ERCOT submits these comments to provide additional benefits to the stakeholder developed Business Case for NPRR260.  In addition to the benefits provided below, NPRR260 will also support an ERCOT project to decommission the Planning and Operations Information (POI) website and classify the data into the Market Information System (MIS) Secure Area.   
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	Business Case
	1
	Benefits:
· Improved market data transparency
· Potential improvement for transmission planning
· Provides more accurate information for hedging
· Facilitates efforts to integrate new technologies into the ERCOT market 

	
	2
	Impacts to market segments:
· Ability for more Market Participants to access and analyze information in the MIS Secure Area.  It adds Independent Market Information System (MIS) Registered Entities in the Standard Form Market Participant Agreement.  In the absence of this NPRR, consultants, power marketers, aggregators, consumers, universities, i.e. any Entity not listed in the Agreement, will not be able to access the data and information in the MIS Secure Area. 
· It allows consultants to provide network models, price forecasts, transmission planning, and other services that help Market Participants better manage their market activities
· Market Participants will have more options for hedging and reducing risk, delivering more options to Customers
· Market Participants may be able to offer more pricing certainty and lower price volatility to retail Customers.
· Enables third party Entities and universities access to data for forecasting analysis to be used to better market activities.
· Facilitates access to data and information by research and development Entities who are involved in moving new power industry technologies towards system integration.
· Allows for data to be downloaded from ERCOT using External Web Services (EWS) point to point functionality.
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